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To the Right Worſoipfull 


FOHN OFFLEY 


Of MaDELY Manpr in the County 
of Stafford, Eſq; 
My moſt hovoured Friend, 

SIR, 
$5225+3$%Haye made ſo ill uſe of 
+ «0 4 04 your former favours, as 
dP : $Þ9 by themto be encoura- 
I» > HS . 
$+354Þ+ ged to intreat that they 
may be enlarged tothe patronageand 
protefion of this Book , andl have 
put on a modeſt confidence, thar I 
{hall nor be deny'd, becauſe ir is a 
Diſcourſe of Fiſh and Fiſhing, 
which you know ſo well,and both 
love and praQtife ſo much. 

Youare aſſured (though there be 


Az 19h0- 


The Epiiile 
ignorant men-of another belic f)char 
Angling is an' Art , and you know 


that «rt better than others, and, 


thatthis.is truth is demonſtrated by 
the fruits of that pleaſant labour 
which you enjoy when you purpolc 
togive reſt to your mind ,and diveſt 
your ſelf of your more ſerious buſi- 
neſs, and (which is often)dedicate a 
day « or two tothis Recreation. 

At which time if common Anglers 
{hou]d attend you, and be eye wit- 
neſſes ofthe ſuccels, not of your for- 
tune but your Skill it reve” doubt- 
leſs beger in them an emulation to 
be like you, and that emulation 
might begetan induſtrious diligence 
ro be ſo: but | know it 1s not artain- 
able by common capacities. And 
there be now matty men of great 
T1{aom, learning and experience, that 


+. 


love 
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Deal:tatory. 

love and practiſe this Art » that 

know | ſpeak the truth. 
Sir, This pleaſant curioſity of 
Fiſh and Fiſhing, of which you are 
ſo great a Maſter) has been thought 
worthy the pens and prattiſes of di- 
versin other Nations, which have 
been reputed men of great /zarning 
and wiſdom, and amongſt thole of 
this Nation, | remember Sir Henry 
IVotton (a dear lover of this Art)has 
told me rhac his iatentions were to 
write a Diſcourſe of the Art, and in. 
prailc of An21:a9, and doubtleſs he 
; haddoneloiit death had not prevens« 
| tedhim;theremembrance of which 
| hath ofren made me ſorry, for if he 
| hadiivedrodo it, then the unlearn- 
ed Angler had ſeen ſome better 
| Treatiſe oft this Art, a Treatiſe wor- 
|, thy his peruſalwhich(chough ſome 


ye . have 


The-Epiſile, &c. 
have undertaken) I could never yet 
ſee in Engliſh. 

But mine may be thought as weak 
and as unworthy of common view ; 
and I do here freely confels, that [ 
ſhould rather excuſe my (elf, than +: 
cenſure others, my own Dilcourlſe 
being liable to ſo many exceptions ; 
againſt which you(Sir) might make | 
this one, That i can contribute nothing 
zo your Knowledge, And leſt a longer 
Epiſtle may diminiſh your pleaſure, 

T ſhall not adventure to make this 
Epiſtle any longer than to add this 
following truth, That 1 am really, 


SIR, 


Your moſt affefi wrate Friend, 


and moſt humble SerTant, 


Iz. Wa. " od 


! % 
” of 
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To all Readers of this Diſcourſe, but eſpeci- 
ally to the honeſt ANGLER. 


$$Þ$Þ$$ Think, fit to tell thee theſe following 
a9 ; ÞÞ truths, That I did neither undertake, 
ÞÞ $$ n0 write, nor publiſh, and mach leſs 
$$$$Þ$ own this Diſcourſe to pleaſe my ſelf + 
and having been too eaſily drawn to pleaſe others, as 
I propos'd not the gaining of credit by this underta= 
king, ſo I would not willing'y 'oſe any part of that 
to which I h:d a juſt title before I begun it, and 
therefore deftre and hope, if I deſerve not commen« 
dation, yet I may obtain pardon. 

And though this Diſcour/e may be lyable to 
ſome Exceptions, yet 1 cannot d:ubt but that moſ# 
Readers may receive ſo much pleaſure © profit by 
it, as may mahe it worthy the time of their pernſal, 
if they be not very luſie mem, And this is all the 
confidence that I can put on concerning the merit of 
what is here offered to their confideration and cen- 
ſure , and if the laſt prove too [evere, I have 4 li- 
berty, and am reſolv'd to neglett it, 

And I wiſh the Reader alſo to take notices that 
mn writing of it T h we made my ſelf a recreation of 
a recreation ; and that it might prove ſo to him, 
and mt read dull and tediouſly, 1 have in ſeveral 
places mixt (not any F amis, but) [,mme innocent, 
harmleſs mirth; of which, if thou be a ſevere ſowre-= 
complexion'd man, then I here diſallow thee to be 4 
competent judge; for Divines ſzy, There are of» 


any » fences given, and offences not given but taken, 


"A 


A 4 And 


"A... 
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To the Reader. 


And I am the nillinger to juſtifie the pleaſant 
part of it, Lecanſe, though it is known 1 can be ſeri= 
9145 at ſeaſonable times, yet the whole Diſcourſe is, 
or rather was, a pifture of my own diſpoſitionz cſpe- 
cially in ſuch dayes and times as I bave laid aſide 
buſineſs, and gone a fiſhing with honeſt Nat. and R, 
Roe ; but they are gone, and with them moſt of my 
pleaſant hours, even as a ſhadow that paſſeth away, 


and returns nit. 
And next let me add this, that he that likes not 


the book, ſhiu'd like the excellent pitture if the 


trout, and ſome of the other fiſh; nhich I may take a 


liberty to commend, becauſe they concern not my ſelf, 
Next let me tell the Reader, that in that which 

z the more uſeful port of this Diſcourſe, that is to 
ſay, the obſervations of the nature, and breeding, 
and ſeaſons,and catching of fiſh, / am not ſo /imzyle 
as nit to know, lut that a captions Reeder may find 
exceptions againſt ſymthing ſaid of ſome of theſe; 
and therefore I muſt intreat him to conſider, that 
experience teaches us to know, that ſevcral Coun 
tries alter the time, and I think almoſt the manner 
of fiſpes breeding, but doubtleſs of their being in ſea- 
ſon ; as may appear by three Rivers in Monmouth- 
thire, namely Severn, Wie, and Usk,xhere Camb+ 
den (Brit.f.6 3 3.) o:ſcrves, that in the River Wie, 
Salmon are in ſeaſun from Sept.to April, and ze 
«re certain, that in Thames and Trent, and in miſt 
other Rivers they be in ſeaſon the ſix hotter moneths. 
' Now for the Art of catching fi/h, that is to ſay, 
hon to make a man that was none, to be an Angler 
. by 
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To the Reader. 


by a book. 3 he that undertakes it ſhall undertahe 4 
harder task , than Ar. Hales (a moſt valiant and 
excellent Fencer ) who in 4 printed book called, A 
private School of Defence, wndertouk by it to teggh 
that art or ſtience,and was laugh'd at for his labour. 
Not but that many uſifal things might be learnt by 
that beck, but he was laugh'd at, becauſe that art 
was not to be taught by words, Fut praftice : and ſy 
| muſt Angling. And in this Diſcourſe I do not un- 
 derteke to ſay all that i knoxng or wa1y be {aid of ity 
but I undertake to acquaint the Reader with many 
things that are not uſually knonn to every Angler ; 
and I ſhall leave gleenings and obſervations enuugh 
to be made out of the experience of all that lyve and 
prattiſe this recreation, to which I ſhall encuxrage 
thems Fur Angling maybe ſaid to be ſo like the 
Mathematicks;that it can ne'r be fully learntyat leaſt 
not (o fully, bat that there wil ſtil be more new experi- 
ments left for the trial of other min that ſucceed ws. 
| But I think” all that love this g ime may here 
learn ſomething that may be worth their money, if 
they be nit pour and needy men; and in caſe they be, 
I then wiſh them to f.r!exr to Tuyit; fir I write 
| mot to get money, but for pleaſure, and this Diſcourſe 

boaſts of ns more; for 1 hate to promiſe much, and 
| deceivethe Reader. 

And however it proves to him, yet I am ſure I 
have found a high content in the ſearch and confe- 
rence of what is here «ffer'd to his view and cen- 

| ſure : I niſh him as muchin the peruſal of it, and 
Cv #9 7 might bere toke my leave, but will ſtay a "_ 

| an 


Cee TOE" * —_ 


S. 


'To the Reader. 


and tell. him that whereas it is ſid ly mniny, ths 
#* fixe-fjh >1ng for a Trout, - Anger m:ft ol ſer? 
his tweiy: [cveral flies for the ene've months ef 
the geer , IT ( za 7 follows th true, Fail le as 
ſwre to catch fiik by and le 15 wiſe as he that w bc 
Hay b DUY the ft tr 4 S121 in 1 A! ' 233.713. <> bi nd 1 L {= 
rer ; for thoſe very fixes that # G to wh r alt 
a on the water in one mvneth of rhe yo-1g ma by the 
follexing yecr come almuſt 7 month { ONfYr v7 Levis, 
as the ſame near proves colder or hotter ; ad 14 1 
the foliox; ng Diſt re I bm Ve ſet dow: the txeiwe 
 flzes that are in reputation with 12 m; Ang'ers, ond 
thry m:y (ire to give him ſome ligh: roncernt? 0 
them, And he may note that there is in Wales Kh 
other Cruntries, perulior flyes, 6,7 r t0 the portt- 
euiey 5/:ce wr Comntrys on: f doubtleſs, wn ſs, Aman 
1m bes a fl e to counterfeit that very fie in that 
plac bee Lk 0 loſe his [:loar, or mach of i: + But 
far the generality, three or f: mr Ayes neat ard rioſit> 
hy meds, and nos too bie, ſerve for A Tyn51 it 7:2 3: tl if 
rivers all the Summer. And for Winter fiie-Kk: N'3 5 
it 11 45 le a an A mconach out of dre, And 
theſe(becarſe as no man is burn an artiſt, | 719 002/111 
boyn an ang er) I thought ; ft to on ve th ce ehis matic, 
When [ b, -ve told the Re, ider, that in this third 
Irnreſſi 1n there are nm. ny enlargement; poor 
b'th by my own 8bſervation, and "the a” 4 "bo 
on of frien: "IP? | ſhall ſtay him no lenger than to uf 
ima rainy evening to read this followin: D.i- 
courſe 3 and that( if he be an honeſt Angler )eke Ealt 
wind may never blow when he goes a Fiſhing. 


1.W., 


To my dear Brother-1u-law Mr, 1z, Walton, 
or his Complear Angler. 


Raſmus in his learned Colloquies 

Has mixt ſome toyes, that by varicties 
He might entice all Readers : for in him 
Each child may wade, or talleſt giant ſwim. 
And ſuch is this Diſcourſe : there's none fo low, 
Or highly learn'd, ro whom hence may not flow 
Pleaſure and information : both which are 
Taught us with ſo much arr, that T might ſwear 
Safely, the choiceſt Crirtick cannot tell, 
Whether your matchleſs judgment moſt excell 
In Angling or its praiſe : where commendation 
Firſt charms, then makes an art a recreation. 

'Twas foro me : who ſaw the chearful Spring 
Piur'd in every meadow, heard birds ſing 
Sonnets in every grove, ſaw fiſhes play 
In the cool cryſtal ſtreams, like lambs in May : 
And they may play, till Anglers read this book ; 
But after, *tis a wiſe fiſh ſcapes a hook, 
Fo. Floud, Mr. of Arts. 


ED —— 
__ 


To the Reader of the 


( ompleat Angler. 


Irſt mark the Title well 3 my Friend that gave it 
Has made it good ;, this book deſerves to have it. 

For he that views it with judicious looks, 

Shall find it full of art, baits, lines and hooks. 

The world the river is; both you and I, 
And all mankind are either fiſþ or fry : 
It we pretend to reaſon, firſt or laſt 
p His baits wyl tempt us, and his hooks hold faſt. 


A Plea- 


. 


* ns 


Pleaſure or profit, either proſe or rhime, 
If not at firſt will doubtleſs take's intime. 
Here fits in ſecret hleſt Theslogy, 
Waited upon by grave Philoſophy, 
Both natural and moral; Hiſtory 
Deck'd and adorn'd with flowers of Poetry ; 
The matrer and expreſſion ſtriving which 
Shall moſt excell in worth, yet not ſeem ric! : 
There is no danger in his bats, that hook 
will prove the ſafeſt, that is ſureſt rook. 
Nor are we caught alone, but (which 1s beſt 
Ve ſhall be wholſom, and be toothſom dreſt : 
Dreſt tobe fed, not tobe fed upon 
And danger of a ſurfeit here 1s none. 
The ſolid food of ſcrious Contemplation 
I; fanc*d here with ſuch harmleſs recreation, 
That an mgenuons and religious mind 
Cannor inquire for more than it may find 
Ready at once prepar'd, either t' excite 
Or fatishe a curious appetite. 
More praiſe is due; for 'tis both poſitive 
And truth. which once was interrogative, 
And utrer*d by the Poet then in jeſt, 
Et piſcatorem piſcis amare poteſt. 
C. H. Mr. of Arts; 


—_————_ 


To My Aear Friend, Mr, Iz. V\ alron, $172 
praiſe of 4rgl:ng, which we bith lov. 


Own by this ſmooth ſtreams wandring fide, 
A /ZAdorn'd and perfum'd with the pride 
Of Flra*s Wardrobe, where the ſhrill 
Aerial Quire expreſs their skill, 
Firſt in alternate melody, 
And then in Chorus all agree. 


Whilſt \ / 


PH aL! 


whilſt the charm'd fiſh, as exraft'd 
With ſounds, to his own throat deny'd. 
Scorns his dull Element, and ſprings 
It air, as if his Fins were wings. 
Tis here that pleaſures ſwect and high 
Proſtrate to our embraces lye, 
Such as to Eody, Sou! or Fame 
Create no fickneis, fin or ſhame. 
Roſes not fenc'd with pricks grow here, * 
No ſting to th* Hony-bag is near. 
But (what's perhaps thetr prejudice) 
They difhculry want and price” 
An obvious Rod, a twiſt of hair, 
With hook hid in an inſe&, are 
Engines of ſport, would fit the with \ 
O'th' Epicure and fill his diſh, 
In this clear ſtream ler fall a Grub, 
And.ſtraight rake up a Dace or Chub. 
I'th* mud your worm provokes a Sg, 
which being faſt, if it prove big, 
The Gotham folly will be found 
Diſcreet, e're ra'ne ſhe muſt be drown'd. 
The Tench (Phyfician of the Brook) 
In yon dead hole expetts your hook, 
Which having firſt your paſtime been, 
Serves then for meat or medicine, 
; Ambuſh'd hchind thar root doth ſtay 
| A Pike, to catch and be a prey. | 
The treacherous Quill in this ſlow ſtream 
Betrayes the hunger of a Bream. 
And at that nimbler Ford, (no doubt) 
Your falſe flye cheats a ſpeckled Trex. 
When you theſe creatures wiſely chuſe 
To pradtiſe on, which to your uſe 
Owe their creation, and when 
Fiſh from your arts do reſcue men, 
To plot, delude, and circumvent, 
\ / Lnſnare and ſpoil, is innocent, 


Mere 


Here by theſe cryſtal ſtreams you may 

Preſerve a Conſcience clear as they 

And when by ſullen thoughts you find 

Your haraſſed, not hufied, mind 

In ſable melancholly clad, 

Diſtemper'd, ſerious, turning ſad ; 

Hence fetch your cure, caft in your bait, 

All anxious thoughts and cares will ſtraight 

Fly with ſuch ſpeed, they'l ſeem ro be 

Poſſeſt with the Hydrophobre. 

The waters calmneſs in your breaſt, 

And ſmoothneſs in your brow ſhall reſt. 
Away with ſports of charge and noiſe, 

Sweeter are cheap and filent toyes. 

. Such as A# ons game purſue, 

Their fate oft makes the Tale ſeem true, 

The ſick or (ullen Hawk to day 

Flyes not 3; to morrow, quite away. 

Patience and Purſe to Cards and Dice 

Too oft are made a ſacrifice : 

The Daughters dowre, th*finheritance 

Ofth* fon, depend on one mad chance. 

The harms and miſchiefs which th*abuſe 

Of wine doth every day produce, 

Make good the Dottrine of the 7urhs, 

That in each grape a devil lurks, 

And by yon fading ſaplefs tree, 

*Bour which the Tvye twinfd you ce, 

His fate*s foretold, who fondly places 

His bliſs in womans ſoft embraces, 

All pleatures, bur the Anglers, bring 

I*th* rail repentance like a ſting. 

Then on theſe banks let me fit down, 

Free from the toilſom Sword and Gown, 

And pity thoſe that do affe& 

To conquer Nations and protect. 

My Recd affords ſuch true content, 

Delights ſo ſiyect and innocent, 


LS - 


I 


As ſe!dom fall unto the lot - 
Of Scepters, though they*r jxſtly got. 
Tho. Weaver, Mr. of Arts. 


To the Readers of my moſt 172:nwous Friends 
Fo:k, The Compleat Anglcr. 


He that hoth knew and writ the lives of men, 

Such as were once, but muſt not be agen : 
Wirnets his matchlefs Donne and Wootten, by 
\Whoſle aid he could their ſpeculations try - 

He that convers*d with Angels, ſuch as were 
Ould(wnrth and Featly, each a ſhining ſtar 
Shewing the way to Bethlem ; each a Saint; 
Compar*d ro whom our Zelots now bur paint - 

He that our pious and learn*d Morley knew, 

And from him ſuck*d wi: and devotion too : 

He that from theſe ſuch excellencies ferch*d, 
That He could rell how high and far they reach'd ; 
Whar learning this, what graces th,other had 3 
And in what ley*ral dreis each ſoul was clad. 


Reader, this HE, this Fiſherman comes forth, 

And in theſe Fiſhers weeds would ſhroud his worth, 
Now his mute Harp is on a Willow hung, 

Witz which when finely touchr, and fitly ſtrung. 

He could triends paſhons for theſe rimes allay ; 

Or chain his tellow-Anglers trom their prey. 

But now the mufick of his pen is ſtill, 

And he tirs by a brook watching a quill : 

Where with a fixt eye, and a ready hand, 

file ſtadics firft ro hook, ard then to land 

SCne 1; 94t, or Pexrch, or Pike; and having done, 

Sit? Gn @ bank, and rells how this was won, 

Ana rar efc.:p,d his hook 3 which with a wite 

Vid ear t):e bir, and Fiſherman beguile, 

Thus whiltt ſome vex they from their lands are thrown, 
3C OV: 19 think the waters are his own ; 

| Ard 


— AT ee 
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And likze the Dutch, he gladly can agree 
To live at peace now, and have fiſhing free. 
April 3. 1650. Edv. Powel, Mr. of Arts, 


—_—- 
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To my acar Brother, Mr, Iz. Walton 
en hz Complcat Angler, 


His Rook is {© like you, and you like it, 
For harmleſs Mirth, Expreſſion, Art and Wir, 
That I proteſt ingenuouſ]y *ris true, 
T love this Mirth, Art, Wir, the Book and You. 
Rob. Floud, C. 


= — 


Charifſimo amicifſimoq; Fratri Domino Iſaaco Walton, 
Artis Piſcatoriz peritiflimo, < 


L Nicus cſt Medicus reliquorum piſcis, ov iſtis 
Fas quibus eft Medicum tangere, certa ſalus. 
Hic typus eft Saluvatoris mir andus Feſu, 
b Litera myſterium quelibet hujus habet. 
,Hunc cupio, hunc capias ( bone frater Arundinis ) | +8 y; 
q Sofveret hic pro me debita, teque Neo. 
Piſcis is eft, (5 pricator, (Cmihi credito_) qualem 
vel piſcatorem piſcts amare velit. © 


K*, P 

q Mat, 17. 27. the [ "I;rfug Piſcir, | 
laſt words of the I In9#; Jeſt 
Chaprer, wt be 


| % Xers%s Chriſtus, 
3 @zs Det. 
v Tis Filins, | 
\ 
o owltig Salvtor, | ma' 


Henry Bagley, Artium Magiſter, | 
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THE 
" COMPLETE ANGLER} 
OR, 


The Contemplative Mans 


Recreation. 


| CHAP. I. 


A Conference betwixt an Angler,a Faulkner, 
and a Hunter, each commending 
his Recreation, 


FP JYESATOR 


VENATOR, 
AUCEPS, 


P,ſc. $$$$$$$FOu are well overtaken, 

$$pÞ$4$Þ$Þ Gentlemen, a good mor- 

ÞÞÞ y $ÞÞ ning to you both z I have 

$$p $ÞbÞ$Þ ltretched my legs up Tot- 

$ÞdÞS$$S$$Þþ tenham-bill to overtake 

PH$ÞIÞIPÞS$ you » hoping your bulineſs 

| may occal1on you towards Ware this fine freſh 
 Miy morning, 

; B Venat, 


2 The Complete Angler. 


Venat. Sir, I for my part ſhall almoſt an- 
ſwer your hopes, for my purpoſe is to drink 
my mornings draught at the Thatcht Houſe in 
Hodſden, and I think not toreſt till I come thi- 
ther, where I have appointed a friend or two 
to meet me : but for this Gentleman that you 
ſee with me, I know not how far he intends his 
journey ; he came fo lately into my company, 
that I have ſcarce had time to ask him the que- 
{tion. 

Axceps. Sir, I ſhall by your favour bear you 
company as far as Theob a/ds,and there leave you, 
for then I turn up to a friends houſe who 
_— Hawk for me , which 1 now long to 

Ce. 

FVenat. Sir, we are all ſo happy 2s to have a 
fine, freſh, cool morning, and I hope we ſhall 
each be the happier in the others company, 
And Gentlemen, that I may not loſe yours, 1 
ſhall either abate or amend my pace to enjoy ity 
knowing that (as the Italians ſay ) Good company 
makes the way to ſeems the ſhorter, 

Axceps. It may do ſo Sir, with the help of 
good diſcourſe, which methinks we may pro 
miſe from you that both look and ſpeak 


ir 


Ve 
Ic 
{1 


Ju 
cheerfully : and for my part I promiſe you, a þ, 


an invitation to it, that I will be as free and 04 4, 
pen hearted, as diſcretion will allow me we th 


with ſtrangers. 
Ven. And Sir, I promiſe the like, 


'Na 


Piſe 


"Oy 


d of 
0 


The Complete Angler. 3 


Piſc. I am right glad to hear your anſwers, 
and in confidence you ſpeak the truth,, I ſhall 
put on a boldnefle to ask you Sir, Whether bu- 
linefſe or pleaſure cauſed you to be ſoearly up, 
and walk fo falt,for this other Gentleman hath 
declared he is going to ſee a Hawk,that a friend 
mews for him, 

Ven. Sir mine is a mixture of hoth, a little 


**  bulinefſe and more pleaſure, for I intend this 


day to do all my bulineflz, and then beſtow ano- 
ther day or two in hunting the Otter , which a 
friend chat I go to meet , rells me,is much plea- 
ſanter then any other chaſe whatſoever z how- 
ſoever I mean to try it; for to morrow mor- 
ning we ſhall meet a pack of Otter dogs of n1- 
ble Mr, Sdlers upon Amwell hill, who will 
be there ſo early, that they intend to prevent 
the Sun-riling, 

Piſc. Sir, my fortune has anſwered my de- 
lires, and my purpoſe is to beſtow a day or two 
in helping to deſtroy ſome of thoſe villanous 
vermin,for I hate them perfealy,becauſe they 
love fiſh ſowell , or rather , becauſe they de- 
ftroy ſo much ; indeed ſo much ,. that in my 
judgment all men that keep Otter»dogs ought to 
have penſions from the King to incourage them 
to dettroy the very breed of thoſe baſe Otter-sy 
they do ſo much miſchief. | 

Ven. But what ſay you to the Foxes of the 


Pi Nation , would not you as willingly have them 
lt 
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deſtroyed ? for doubtleſs they do as much miſ- 
chief as Otters do. j 

Piſc. Oh Sir if they do, it is not ſo much to 
me and my fraternity as thoſe baſe Vermine the 
Otters do. | 

Auc. Why Sir, I pray, of what Fraternity 
are you, that you are ſo angry with the poor 
Otters? 

Piſc, Tam (Sir) a brother of the Angle, and 
therefore an Enemy to the Otter : for you ar? 
tonote', that we Anglers all love one another, 
and therefore do I hate the Otter both for my 
own and for their ſakes who are of my brother- | 
hood. | 

Yen. AndI am a lover of Hounds, I have fol- | 
lowed many a pack of dogs many a mile , and ] 
heard many merry men make ſport and ſcoff at * 
Anglers. | He 

Anc. And I profeſs my ſelf a Faulkner,and © 
have heard many grave ſerious men pity them, * 
*tis ſuch a heavy , -contemptible , dull recrea- * 
tion. Pe 
. Piſce, You know Gentlemen , *tis an eaſt ly 
thing to ſcoff at any Art or Recreation ; a litt tl 
wit mixt with ill nature, confidence and malia - 
will do it; but though they often venture bold ® 
ly, yet theyare often caught even in their o on 
trap, accordins to that of Lacian, the father ſel 
the family of Scoffers, : ( 


Lucis 
— OED __ 
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Lucian well 5þil'd in ſcrffing, this hath writ, 
Friend,that*s your folly which you think_your wit * 
T his you vent of t void both of wit and fear, 
Meaning another, when your ſelf you jeere. 


If to this you add what Solomon fayes of 
Scoffers , That they are abomination to man- 
4 kind. Let him that thinks fit be a Scoffer ſtill, 
> 1 account them enemies to me, and to all that 

love vertze and Angling. 

And for you that have heard many grave ſe- 
rious men pity Anglers; let me tell you Sir, 

' there be many men that are by others taken to 
be ſerious grave men , which we contemn and 
pity. Men that are taken to be grave, becauſe 
Nature hath made them of a ſowre complexion, 
- money-gettins-men , men that ſpend all their 
+ time firſt in getting, and next in anxious care 
to keep it 3 men that are condemned to be rich, 
and then always bulie or diſcontented: for theſe 
poor-rich-men, we Anglers pity them perfe&- 
ly, and ſtand in no need to borrow their 
thoughts to think our ſelves happy: No, nos, 
Sir, we enjoy a contentednefle above the reach 
of ſuch diſpolitions, and as the learned and in- 
' 4 genuous * Mountagne ſayes like him- « ts Apo.for 
OV? ſelf freely, | * When my Catand I Xs. Swend, 
* entertain each other with mutual apiſh tricks 

© (as playing with a garter ) who knowes bur 
B 3 * that 
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© that 1 make my Cat more ſport then ſhe makes 
me ? ſhall I conclude her to be limple, that 
. has her time to begin or refuſe ſportivenels as 
, freely as I my felt have? Nay , who knowes 
but that it is a defe& of my not underſtanding 
, her language (for doubtleſs Cats talk and rea- 
; * ſon with one another)that we agree no better : 

and who knows but that ſhe pictties. me for be- 
ing no wiſer, and laughs and cenſures my fol- 


© lie for making ſport for her when we play to- . 


* gether, 

"Thus freely ſpeaks onnt- gre concerning 
Cats , and I hope I may take as great a liberty 
to blame any man, and laugh at him too let him 
be never {o ſerious, that hath not heard what 
Anglers can ſay in the juſtification of their Art 
and | Recreation , which I may again tell you is 
ſo full of pleaſure , that we need not borrow 
their thoughts to think our ſelves happy. 

Venat, Sir, you have almoſt amazed me, for 
though Iam no ſcoffer,yet I have (I pray let me 
ſpeak it without offence ) alwayes looked upon 
Anglers as more patient and more (1mple men, 
then 1 fear I ſhall find you to be. 

Piſc, Sir, I hope you will not jadge my ear 
nefineſs tobe i impatience - and for my fmplic 
ty, if by that you mean a harmlelſneſs , or thi 
limplicity which was uſually found in the pri: 
mitive Chriſtians , who were (as moſt Angler 


are) quiet men, and followers of peace 3 me! - 


thi 
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that were ſo {imply-wiſe , as not to ſell their 
Conſciences to buy riches, and with them ve- 
xation and a fear to die, If you mean ſuch ſ{im- 
ple men as kved in thoſ times when there were 
tewer Lawyers ; when men might have had a 
Lordſhip ſafely conveyed to them in a piece of 
Parchment no bigger than your hand, (though 
ſeveral ſheets will not do it ſafely in this wiſer 
age) I fay , Sir, if you take us Anglers to be 
ſach [imple men as I have ſpoke of, then my 
ſelf and thoſe of my Profeſſion will be glad to 
be ſo underſtood : But if by ſimplicity you 
meant toexpreſs a general defe&t in thoſe that 
profeſs and pratiſe the excellent art of Ang» 
ling , I hope intime to diſabuſe you, and make 
the contrary appear ſo evidently , that if you 
will but have patience to hear meyI ſhall remove 
all the Anticipations that diſcourſe, or time, or 
prejudice have poſſeſs'd you with againſt that 
laudable and ancient art ; for Iknow it is wor- 
thy the knowledge and prottice of a wiſe man. 

But (Gentlemen) though 1 be able to do this, 
I amnot ſounmannerly as to ingroſs all the diſ- 
courſe to my ſelf; and therefore you two ha- 
ving declared your ſelves, the one to be a lover 
of Hawks, tbe other of Hewnds, I ſhall be moſt 
Slad to hear what you can fay inthe commen- 
dation of that Recreation which you love and 
practiſe; and having heard what you can ſay, 


' 1 ſhall be glad to exerciſe your attention with 
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what I can ſay concernins my own Recreation, 

and by this means we ſhall make the way to 
ſeem the ſhorter : and if you like my motion, I 
would have Mr. Faa/kner to begin. 

Aac. Your motion is conſented to with all 
my heart , and to teſtifie it I will begin as you 
have defired me. - 

And firſt, for the Element that I uſe to trade 
in,which is the Air,an Element of more worth 
than weight, an Element that doubtleſs exceeds 
both the Earth and Water ; for though I ſome- 
times deal in both, yet the Air is mott properly 
mine, Iand my Hawks uſe that moſt, and it 
yields us molt recreation ; it ſtops not the high 
foarins of my noble generous Falcon , in it ſhe 
aſcends to ſuch an height, as the dull eyes of 
beaſts and fiſh are not able to reach to; their 
bodies are too groſs for ſuch high elevations : 
in the Air my troops of Hawks ſoar up on high, 
and when they are loſt in the (igsht of men,then 
they attend upon and converſe with the gods, 
therefore I think my Eagle is ſo juftly ſtyled, 
Joves faithful ſervant in Ordinary : and that very 
Fa'con, that I am now goins to ſee, deſerves no 
meaner a title , for ſhe ujually in her flight en- 
6ancers her felt, ( like the ſon of Dedalus ) to 


have her wings ſcorch'd by the Suns heat , but! 


her mettle makes her careleſs of danger,for ſhe 
then leeds nothing, but makes her nimble Pi-| 
11005 cut the fluid air, and fo makes her high 

way 
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way over the ſteepeſt mountains and deepeſt ri- 


vers,and in her glorious carere looks with con- * 


rempt upon thoſe high Steeples and magnifi- 
cent Palaces which we adore and wonder at ; 
from which heightI can make her to deſcend 
by a word from my mouth ( which ſhe both 
knows and obeyes ) to accept of meat from my 
hand , to own me for her maſter , to go home 
with me , and be willins the next day to afford 
me the like recreation. 

And more, this Element of Air which I pro- 
feſs to trade in, the worth of itis ſuch, and it 
is of ſuch neceſſity , that no creature whatſoe- 
ver, not onely thoſe numerous creatures that 
feed on the face of the earth , but thoſe various 
creatures that have their dwelling within the 
waters, every creature that hath life in its No- 
ſtrils ſtands in need of my Element. The wa- 
ters cannot preſerve the fiſh without Air , wit- 
neſs the not-breakins of Ice in an extream 
Froſt; the reaſon is, for that if the inſpiring 
and expiring Organ of any animal be ſtopt, ir 
ſuddenly yields to Nature, and dies. Thus ne- 
ceflary is Air to the exiſtence both of fiſh and 
beaſts, nay, even to man himſelf z that Air or 
breath of life with which God at firft inſpired 
Mankind, he, if he wants it, dies preſently, be- 
comes a ſad object to all that loved and be- 


held him, and in an inſtant turns to putrefaRi- 
on, 


Nay 
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Nay more, the very birds of the air, (thoſe * 
that be not Hawks) a'e both ſo many and fo |: 
uſeful and pleaſant to mankind ,that I muſt not | 
let them paſs without ſeme obſervations : | 
They both teed and refreſh him 3 feed him with 
their choice bodies, and refreſh him with their 
heavenly voices. I will not undertake to men- 
tion the ſeveral kind of Fowl by which this is 
done ; and his curious palate pleaſed by day, 
and which with their very excrewents afford | 
him a ſoft lodging at night. Theſe I will paſs | 
by , but not thoſe little nimble Mulicians of : 
theair , that warble forth their curions Dircies, 
with which Nature hath furniſned them to the 
ſhame of Art. 

As firſt the Lk, when ſhe means to rejoyce, 
tochear her (elf and thoſe that hear her,ſhe rhen | 
quits the earth, and {ings as ſhe aſcends higher | 
into the air , and having ended her heavenly | 
imployment, grows then mute and ſ2d to think | 
ſhe muſt deſcend to the dill earth, which ſhe 
would not touch but for neceiſiy. | 

How doth the Black-lird and Thr. fel with ' 
their melodious voices bid welcome to the | 
cheerful Springs , and in their fixed Moneths | 
warble forth ſuch ditties as no art or inſtrument 
can reach to ? 

Nay , the ſmaller birds alſo do the like in 
their particular (eaſons, as namely the Leve- 
r.ck,the Tit-larky the little Linnet,and the ho- 

| neſt 


a_ cx» Aa am ws SS DI j”7 wc vv aA9;H,. mo Xa am 


_ Pm—_Y _—— — - x — _tt 


 & IE. 7; 3, OE <a _XESE....Aa ES. ARES... 


The Complete Argler, II 


neſt Robin , that loves man-kind both alive and 
dead. 

But the Nightin7ale (another of my Airy 
Creatures, ) breaths ſuch ſweet lowd mulick 
out of her little inſtrumental throat, that it 
might make mankind to think Miracles are not 
ceaſed. He that at midnight, {when the very 
labouror {leeps ſecurely) ſhould hear (as I have 
very often) the clear aires, the ſweet deſcants, 
the natural riſing 4nd falling, the doubling and 
redoubling of her voice, might well be lifred a- 
bove earth, and ſay , Lord , what Mulick haſt 
thou provided for the Saints in Heaven, 
when thou affordeſt men ſuch mulick on 
earth ! 

And this makes me the lefſe to wonder at the 
many Aviaries in /taly, or at the great charse 
of LVarro his Aviarie, the ruines of which are 
yet to be ſeen in Kowe , and is ſtill ſo famous 
there , that it is reckoned for one of thoſe No- 
tables which men of forraign Nations either re- 
cord or lay up in their memories when they re- 
turn from travel. 

This for the birds of pleaſure, of which very 
much more might be ſaid. My next ſhall be 
of Birds of Political uſe ; I think "cis not to be 
doubted that Swallowes have been taught to 
carry Letters betwixt two Armies. But *cis 
certain that when the Turks belieged alta or 

Rodes ( I now remember not which *twas ) Pi- 


g CONS 
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geons are then related to carry and recarry Let- 


terss And Mr, G, Sandis in his Travells ( fo/. 
269.) relates it to be done betwixt Aleppo and 
Balylon. But if that be disbelieved , *cis not to 
be doubted that the Dove was ſent by Noh, 
to give him notice of Land, when to him all 
appeared to be Sea, and the Dove proved 2 
faithful meſſenver. And for the Sacrifices of 
the Law, a pair of Twrtle Doves or youns Pigeons 
were as well accepted as coltly B#/ls and Rams. 
And when God would feed the Prophet Elijah 
(1 Kmg.17.) after a kind of miraculous manner | 
he did it by Ravens , who brought him meat | 
morning and evenins. Laſtly, the Holy Ghoſt | 
when he deſcended vilibly upon our Saviour, 
did it by aflumins the ſhape of a Dove. And 
to conclude this part of my Diſcourſe, pray re- 
member theſe wonders were done by birds of | 
the Air, the Element in which they and I take | 
ſo much pleaſure. | 
There is alſo a little contemptible winged 
Creature(an Tohabitant of my Aerial Element) | 
namely the laborous Bee , of whoſe Prudence, | 
Policy and regular Government of their own | 
Commonwealth I might fay much, as alſo of | 
their ſeveral kinds, and how uſeful their honey 
and wax is both for meat and Medicines to 
mankind ; but I will leave them to their ſweet 
Jabour, without the [eaſt diſturbance, believins 
them to be all very buſie amonsſt the herbs and 
flowers 
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flowers that we ſee nature puts forth this May 
morning. 

And now to return to my Hawks from 
whom I have made too long a Digreſſion ; you 
are to note , that they are uſually diſtinguiſhed 
into two kinds ; namely the long-winged and 
the ſhort-wirged Hawk : of the firſt kind, 
there be chiefly in uſe amongſt us in thi s Na- 
tiong 

The Gerf:/con and Ferkin. 

The Falcon and Taſfſel-gentel, 

The Laner and Laneret. 

The Bickerel and Bockeret. 

The Saker and Sacaret, 

The Marlinand Fack, Marlin. 

The Hoby and Fack, 

There is the Stellerto of Spain, 

The Bloxd red Rock from Tarky, 

The Waskite from Virginia. 

And there is of ſhort winged Hawks 

The Eagle and Tron. 

The Goſhank and Tarcel, 

The Sparhawh_ and Muket, 

The French Pye of two ſorts, 

Theſe are reckoned Hawks of note and 
worth, but we have alſo of an inferiour 
rank, 

The Stanyel, the Ringtai/, 

The Raven,the Buzzard. 

The forked Kitezthe bald Buzzard. 


The 
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The Hen-driver, and others that I forbear to 
name. 

Gent!emen,If I ſhould inlarge my Diſcourſe 
to the obſervation of the Eires , the Brancher, 
the Ramiſh- Hiwks the Haggard , and the two 
ſorts of Lentners, and then treat of their ſeveral 
Apries , their Mewings , rare order of calting, 
and the renovation Of their Feathers, their re- 
claiming, dyeting, and then come to their rare 
ſtories of practice ; 1fay, it I ſhould enter into 
theſe, and many other obſervations that I could 
make, it would be much, very much pleaſure to 
me: but leait I ſhould break the rules of Civili- 
ty with you , by taking up more then- the pro- 
portion of time allotted ro me, I will here 


break off, and intreat you Mr, YVenator , to ſay 


what you are able in the commendation of 
Hunting , to which you are ſo much Feed, 
'and if time will ſerve, I will bes your favour 
for a further enlargment of ſome of thoſe ſeve- 
ral heads of which I have ſpoken. But no more 
at preſent. 

LVinat. Well Sir,and I will now take my turn, 
and will firſt begin with a commendation of 
rhe earch , as you have done moit excellently 
the Air , the Earth being that Element upon 
wiich I drive my pleaſanc wholeſome hungry 
trade. The Earth is a ſolid , ſettled Element 3 
an Element molt univerſally beneficiall both to 
man ani beat ; to men who have their ſeveral 

Re- 
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Recreations upon it,” as Horſe-races,Hunting, 
ſweet ſmells, pleaſant walks. The earth feeds 
man , and all thoſe ſeveral beaſts that both feed 
him and afford him recreation : What pleaſure 
doth man take in hunting the ftately S:4g, the 
generous Buck, the 11d Boar the cunning Ot- 
ter, the crafty Fox, and the fearful Hare? And 
if I may deſcend co a lower Game , what plea- 
ſure is it ſometimes with Gins to betray the ve- 
ry vermine of the earth ? asnamely the Ficher, 
the Fulimart, te Feretythe Po/e-cat, the Mould- 
warp, and the like creatures that live upon the 
face,and within the bowels of the earth, How 
doth the earch bring forth herbs , fl-»wers and 
fruits, both for Thyfick and the pleaſure of man- 
kind ? and above all, to me at leaſt, the fruitful 
Vine , of which when I dripk moderately, it 
clears my brain, chears my heart, and ſharpens 
my wit. How could Cleopatra have feaſted 
Mark, Antony with eight Wild Boars roaſted 
whole at one Supper, and other meat ſuitable, if 
the earth had not been a bountiful mother ? Bur 
to paſs by the mighty Elephant, which the earth 
breeds and nouriſheth, and deſcend to the leaſt 
of creatures, how doth the earth afford us a do- 
Arinal example in the little Piſmire, whoin the 
Summer provides and layes up her Winter-pro- 
vilion,and teaches man todo the like? the earth 
feeds and carries thoſe horſes that carry us. If 
I would be prodigal of my time and your pati- 

ence 
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ence , what might not I ſay in commendations 
of the earth ? That puts limits to the proud and 
ragins Sea, and by that means preſerves both 
man and beaſt that it deſtroyes them not; as we ' 
ſec it daily doth thoſe that venture upon the ſea, ' 
and are there ſhip wreckt, drowned, and left to 
feed Haddocks ; when we that are ſo wiſe as to 
keep our ſelves on earth,walk., and ta/k,, and /ive, 
and 22, and drink, and go a hunting : of which 
recreation I will ſay a little, and then leave Mr, 
P:{cator to the commendation of Anglins. 
Hunting is a game for Princes and noble per- * 
ſons; ir hath been highly prized in all Ages; * 
it was one of the qualifications that Zenophon * 
beftowed on his Cyras , that he was a Hunter of © 
wild beaſts. Huntins trains up the younger | 
Nobility to the uſe of manly exerciſes in their © 
riper age. What more manly exerciſe than hun- 
ting the wild Borezthe Stag, the Buck, , the Fox or 
the Hare? How doth it preſerve health, and in- 
creaſe ſtrength and aftivity ? : 


And for the Dogs that we uſe who can com- | 
mend their excellency ro that height which | © 
they deſerve ? How perfe&t is the Hound at | A 
ſmelling who never leaves nor forſakes his ſent, | ©® 
but follows it thorow ſo many changes and va- | 2" 
rieties of other ſents, even over and in the wa- af 


erg and into the earth ? What mutique doth a 
pack of Dogs then make to any man, whoſe ſelf 


heartand ears are ſo happy as to be ſet to the 
tune 
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tune of ſuch inſtruments? How will a right 
Greyhunnd fix his eye on the beſt Buck in a heard, 
fingle him out and follow him, and him onely 
through a whole herd of Raſcal game, and ſtill 
know and kill him? For my Hounds I know 
the language of themy and they know the lan- 
guage and meaning of one another as pertealy 
as we know the voices of thoſe with whom we 
diſcourſe daily, 

I might enlarge my ſelf in the commendati- 
on of Huntins, and of the noble Hound eſpeci- 
ally, as alſo of the docibleneſs of dogs in general, 
and I might make many obſervations of Land- 
creatures, that for compolition, order, figure 
and conſtitution, approach neareſt to the com- 
pleatneſs and underitanding of man 3 eſpecially 
of thoſe creatures which Moſes in the Law per- 
mitted tothe Jews, (which have cloven Hoofs 
and chew the Cud) which I ſhall forbear to 
name, becauſe I will not be ſo uncivil with 
Mr. Piſcator, as not to allow him a time for 


| the commendation of Angling, which he calls 


an Art, but doubtleſs 'tis an ealie one : and Mr, 
Arzceps, T doubt we ſhall hear a watry dif< 


| courſe of it 3 but I hope *twill not bea long 


one. 
Wie And I hope fo too, though 1 fear it 

will. 
Piſ. Gentlemen, let not prejudice prepoſ- 
ſefle you, I conteſſe my diſcourſe is like to 
"C prove 
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rove ſuitable to my Recreation calm and quiet ; 
we ſeldome take the name of God into our 
mouths, but it is either to praiſe him or pray to 
him; if others uſe it vainly in the midſt of their 
recreations, ſo vainly as it they meant to con- 
jure, I muſt tell you it is neither our fault nor 
our cultom ; we, we protelt againſt it. But, 
pray remember I accuſe no body 3 for as I 
would not make a watry diſcourſe, ſo I would 
not put too much vineg7 into it, nor would I 
raiſe the reputation of my own Art by the di- 
minution or ruine of anothers. And fo much ' 
for the Prologue to what I mean to ſay. © 
And now for the Water, the Element that F | 
trade in. The ater 15 the ejdeſt daughter of the ! 
Creation, the Element upon which the Spirit of tq 
God did firlt move, the Element which God, 
commanded to brings forth living creatures a-: a 
bundantly ; and withour which thoſe that in- a 
tabit the Land, even all cseatures that have 
breath in their noſtrils mult ſuddenly return to; q 
purrefa&tion. Moſes the great Law-giver and} tc 
Chet Philoſopher, killed in all the learnins of | el 
the Egyptians, who was called rhe friend of 
God, and knew the mind of the Almighty] Z, 
names tits ciement the firit in the Creation;| on 
this is the element upon which the Spirit off an, 
God did firtt move, and is the chief Ingredient} an, 
in the Creation : Many Philofophers have] ry: 
made it to comprehend all the other Elements, th 
: but 
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but moſt allow it the chiefeſt in the mixtion of 
all living creatures. 

There be that profeſs to believe that all bo- 
dies are made of water, . and may be reduced 
back again ro water onely : they endeavour to 
demonſtrate it thus - 

Take a Willow ( or any like ſpeedy growins 
plant) newly rooted in a box or barrel full of 
earth, weigh them all together exa@tly when 
the tree begins to grow, and then weigh all 
together after the tree is increaſed ftom its firſt 
rooting to weigh an hundred pound weight 
more then tyhen it was firſt rooted and weigh- 
ed; and you ſhall find this augment of the tree 
to be without the dimunition of one dram of 
the earth. Hence they infer this increaſe of 


: wood to be from water of rain, or from dew , 


and not to be from any other Element. And they 
affirm, they can reduce this wood back again to 
water ; and they afirm alſo the ſame may be 
done in any animal or vegetab/e. And this I take 


; tobea fair teſtimony of the excellency of my 


element of water. 
| The Water is more produQtive than the 
Earth, Nay, the earth hath no fruitfulneſs with- 


;| out ſhowers or dews; all the herbs, and flowers, 
| and frzit are produced and thrive by the water 3 


and the very Minerals are fed by ſtreams that 
run under ground, whoſe natural courſe carries 
ther to the tops of many high mountains , as 

C 2 we 


20 T he Complete Angler, 

we ſee by ſeveral ſprings breaking forth on the 
tops of the highelt hills, and is alſo witnefſ2d 
by the daily tryal and teftimony of ſeveral Mi- 


Nners. 
Nay, the increaſe of thoſe creatures that are 


bred and fed in the water, are not onely more 


and more miraculous, but more advantagious 
to man, not onely for the lengehning of his life, 
but for the preventing of licknefle 3 for *cis ob- 
ſerved by the moſt learned Phylicians, that the 
caſtins off of Lent and other Fiſh-dayes , 


(which hath not onely given the Lie to ſo ma- 


ny learned, pious, wiſe Founders of Colledges, | 
for which we ſhould be aſhamed) hath doubt- 


leſs been the chief cauſe of thole many putride, 
ſhaking, intermitting Agues, unto which th's 
Nation of ours is now more ſubject than thoſe 
wiſer Countries that feed on Herbs, Sallets, 
and plenty of Fiſh; of whichit is obſerved in 
Story, that the greateſt part of the world now 
do. And it may be fit to remember that Moſes 
(Lev. 11. 9. Deaut. 14.5.) appoinced Fiſh to be 
the chief diet for the beit Common-wealth that 
ever yet was, 

And it is obſervable not onely that there are 
f/b, (as namely the hc) three times as big 
as the mighty Elephant, that is fo fierce in 
batte! 3 but that the mightielt Feafts have been 
of Fiſh, The Romans in the height of their glo- 


Flo 
thai 


ry have made Fiſh the miſtreſs ot all their enter- |x,, 


ta:nments; 
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tainments3 they have had Mulick to uſher in 
their Stargeons, L.mmpreyes, and Au'ler, which 
they would purchaſe at rates rather to be won- 
dred at than believed. He that ſhall view the 
Writings of Mcrobizes or Varro, may be con- 
2 firmed and informed of this, and of the incre- 
5 dible value of their Fiſh, and Fiſh-ponds. 
3 But, Gentlemen, 1 have almott loſt my ſelf, 
- | which I confels I may ealtly doin this Philoſo- 
e phical Diſcourſe; I met with moſt of it very 
» lately (and I hope happily) in a conference 
- | with a moit learned Phylician, a dear Friend, 
Sy + that loves both me and my Art of Anglins. Bur 
=. however I will wade no deeper in theſe myſte- 
ez rions Arsuments, bat paſs to ſuch Obſervations 
'S as I can manage with more pleaſure, and leſs 
le | fear of runnins into error, But I muſt not yet 
5, forſake the Waters, by whoſe help we have ſo 
In many known advantages. 
OW And firſt (to paſſe by the miraculous cures 
ſes of our known Zaths) how advantagious is the 
be | S-4 for our daily Traffique, without which we 
hat |could not now ſabſiſt? How does it not onely 
furniſh us with food and phylick for the bodies, 
are | but with ſuch obſervations for the mind as in- 
big |genious perſons would not want? 
IN} How ignorant had we been of the beauty ot 
een |Flyrence, of the Monuments, Vrns, and K-vities 
310- [that yetremain in, and near unto old and new 


(er- Rowe, (fo many as it is ſaid will take up 4 
nts; C 3 
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time to view, and afford to each but a conyent- 
ent conſideration; ) and therefore it is not to 
be wondred at, that ſo leerned and devout a 
Father as St. Jerome, after his wiſh to have ſeen 
Chriſt in the fleſh, and to have heard St. Pay! 
preach, makes his third wiſh to have ſeen Rowe 
in her glory ; and that beauty is not yet all loſt, 
for what pleaſure is it to ſee the Monuments of 


Livy, the choicelt of Hiſtorians 3 of T»!ly, the . 


beſt of Orators 3 and to ſee the Bay-trees that 
now grow out of the very Tomb of Virgil ? 
Theſe to any that love Learning. But what 
pleaſure is it toa devout Chriſtian to ſee there 
the humble houſe in which Saint Paul! was con- 
tent to dwell 5 and to view the many rich Sta- 
ues that are there made in honour of his memo- 
Ty? nay, to ſee the very place in which Saint 
Peter and he lie buried together > Theſe are in 
and near to Rowe. And how much more doth 
it pleaſe the pions curiolity of a Chriſtian to ſee 
tiar place on which the bleſſed Saviour of the 
world was pleaſed to humble himſelf, and to 
take our nature upon him, and to converſe with 
men 3 to ſee Mount Sion, FeruſalÞ zz, and the ve- 
ry Sepuichre of our Jeſus? How may it beget 
and heighten the zeal of a Chriſtian to ſee the 
Devotions that are daily paid to him at tha 
place ? Gentlemen, le{t I forget my ſelf I wil 
{top here, and remember you, that but for mi 
Element of water the Inhabitants of this poo 

| Iſland 
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IlNand muſt remain ignorant that ſuch things 
have yet a beins. {| | 

Gentlemen,I might both enlarge and loſe my 
ſelf in ſuch Iike Arguments ; I might tell you 
that Almighty God is ſaid to have ſpoken to a 
Fiſh, but never to a Beaſt; that he hath made a 
Whale a Ship to carry and ſer his Prophet Jonah 
ſafe on the appo;nted ſhore. Of theſe I might 
ſpeake, but I muſt in manners break off, 
for I ſee Theoba/ds houſeggIgcry you mercy for 
being ſo long, and thank Wu for your pati- 
ence. 

Axceps, Sir, my pardon is ealily granted you: 
I except againſt nothing that vou bive ſaid, 
neverthelefle I mit part with you at this Park- 
wall, for which I am very ſorry 3- >ur I {fore 
you Mr.PiſcatoryI now part with you full of good 
thoughts, not onely of your ſelf, but your Re- 
creation. And ſo Gentlemen, God keep you 
both. 

Piſc, Well, now Mr. Penztor you ſhall nei- 
ther want time nor my attention to hear vou 
enlarge your Diſcourſe concernins Huntins, 


2 


Vent. Not I Sir, I remember vou {9 that 


ge! Angling it felt was of great Antiquity, and a 
| perfect Art, and an Art not ealily attained to 3 


and yon have ſo won upon me in your former 
diſcourſe, that I arg very delirous to heir what 
you can fay further concernins thoſe parti» 
culars, 


G4 Pi/, 
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Piſc.Sir,T did ſay ſo,and I doubt not but if you 
and I did coverſe together but a few hours, to 
leave you pofleſt with the ſame high and happy 
thoughts that now poſſeſs me of it ; not onely of 
the Antiquity of Angling, but that it deſerves 
commendations, and that it is an Art,and an Art 
worthy the knowledg and praQtiſe of a wife man, 

Venat. \ ray Sir ſpeak of them what you think 
fir, for we have vet five miles to the T hatcht- 
Houſe, during which\walk I dare promiſe you 
my patience and diligent attention ſhall not be 
wanting, And if you ſhall make that to appear 
which you have undertaken,firſt that it is an Art, 
and an Art worth the learnins, I ſhall beg that 
I may attend you a day or tway a fiſhins, and 
that I may become your Scholar,and be inſftru- 


ed in theArt ic ſelf which you ſo much magnikie.. 


Piſcat. O Sir, doubt not bur that Angling ls 
an Art, and an Art worth your learnins : the 
Queſtion is rather whether you be capable of 
learnins it? for Ang/ing is ſomewhat like Poe- 
try, men are to be bornſo - I mean, with incli- 
nations to it, though both may be heightned by 
praRice and experience ; but he that hopes to 
be a good Angler muſt not onely bring an in- 
quirins, ſearching, obſervins wit, buthe muſt, 
brins a large meaſure of hope and patience, 
arid a love and propenſity to the Art it ſelf; 
but having once got and praftis'd it, then doubt 
not but Anglirg will prove to be fo pleaſant, 

that 
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that it will prove like Vertue,a reward to it ſelf. 

Venat. Sir, I am now become fo full of expe- 
Aation that 1 long much to have you proceed, 
and in the order that you propoſe, 

Piſc. Then firſt, for the »/iqnity of Angling, 
of which I ſhall not ſay mach, but onely this; 
Some ſay it is as ancient as Dezrca'tons Flood : 
others, that Fe/r-;,vho was the firtt Inventer of 
Godly and verino!s Recceations, was the firlt 
Inventer of A»9/1:0;:2nd ſome others ſay(for for- 
mer times have had their diſquititions about the 
Antiquity of jt) that Seth, one of the Sons of 4- 
dam, taught it to his Sons, & that by them it was 
derived to poſterity: othecs ſay,that he left it in- 
Sraven on thofe pillars which he erefted, and 
truſted to preſerve the knowledge of the Mathe- 
maticks, Muſick, and the reſt of that precious 
knowledse,and thoſe uſeful Arts which by Gods 
appointment or allowance and his noble indu- 
ſtry were thereby preſerved from periſhins in 
No-hs flood. 

Theſe, Sir, have been the opinions of ſeveral 
men, that have poſlibly endeavoured to make 
Angling more ancient than is needtul, or may 
well be warrarited $ but for my parr,I ſhall con- 
rent myſelf in tellins you that Angling is muc!y 
more ancient than the Incarnation of our Savi- 
our ; for in the Prophet As mention is made 
of fiſ-hooks 3 and in the Book of Fob ( which 
was lons before the dayes of -4z0;, tor that book 

ÞD 
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is ſaid to be writ by 2oſes) mention is made 
alſo of Fiſh-hooks, which muſt imply Anglersin 
thoſe times. 


But my worthy friend, as I would rather - 


prove my ſelf a Gentlcz4n by being learned, and 
bumble, valiant, and indffenſive, vertuons, and com- 
municable, than by any fond oftentation of ri- 
ches, or wantins theſe vertues my ſelf, boaſt 
that theſe were in my Anceſtors (and yet I grant 
that where a noble and ancient deſcent and ſuch 
merits meet in any man, it is a double dignifi- 
cation of that perſon : ) So if this Antiquity of 
Angling, (which for my part I have not forced, ) 
ſhall like an ancient family, be either an honour 
or an ornament to this vertuous Art which I 


profeſs to love and praRtice, I ſhall be the glad- | 


der that I made an accidental mention of the 
antiquity of it; of which I ſhall ſay no more but 
proceed to that juſt commendations which 1 
think it deſerves. 

And for thatTI ſhall tell you, that in ancient 
times a debate hath riſen, (and it remains yet 
unreſolved) Whether the happineſs of man in 
this world doth conlift more in Contemplation or 
att ion, 

Concerning which ſome have endeavoured 
. to maintain their opinion of the firſt, by ſay+ 
ing, That the nearer we Mortals com? to God by way 
of imitation, the more happy we are. And they 
ſay, That G:d enjoys himſelf onely by a contemplation 
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of his own infiniteneſſe, Eternity, Power and Goodneſs, 
and the like. And upon this ground many 
Cloyſteral men of great learning and devotion 
prefer Conterzp/ation before Attion. And many 
of the Fathers ſeem to approve this opinion, as 
way appear in their Commentaries upon the 
words of our Saviour to Martha, Lake 10, 41, 

And on the contrary, there want not men of 
equal authority and credit, that prefer action to 
be the more excellent, as namely experiments in 
Phyſick,, and the application of it, both for the eaſe 
and prolongation of mans life; by which each man 
is endbled to aft and do good to others, either 
to ſerve his Countrey, or do good to particular 
perſons; and they ſay alſo, T hat «(tion is Do- 
frinal, and teaches both art and wertue, and is 4 
mantainer of humane ſociety z and for theſe and 
other like reaſons to be preferred before con- 
templation. 

Concerning which two opinions I ſhall for- 
bear to add a third, by declarins my own, and 
reſt my ſelf contented in telling you, ( my ve- 
ry worthy friend) that both theſe meet toge- 
ther, and do moſt properly belong to the moſt 
"_— ingenuous, quiet, and harmleſſe art of Ang- 
ing. 

And firſt, I ſhall tell you what ſome have 
obſerved, (and I have found to be a real truth) 
that the very ſittings by the Rivers lide is not 

one!ly 
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onely the quieteſt and fitteſt place for contem- 
p: tion, bur will invite an Angler to it ; and 
this ſeems to be maintained by the ecracd Pet, 
du 7Mo'ine , who (in his Diſcourſe of the Fulfil- 
ling of Propielies) obſerves, that when God 
intended to reveal any farure events or hish 
notions to his Prop! 1ets, he then carried them 
eitier to tie D: [ ers or the Seas [by rey that ha- 
via ſo ſeparated them from amidlt the preſs of 
prople, and Ln/n: ſe, and the cares of the world, 
he migar ſartle their minds in a quiet repoſe, 
and make them fit for Revelation. 

And this ſeems alſo to be intimated by the 
Children of {/7ael, (Pſa/, 137.) who having in 
a fad condition baniſhed all mirth and muitqQue 
from their penſive hearts, and having hung up 

neir then mute Harps upon the Willow-trees 
growing by the Rivers of B-by/on, fate down 
__ thoſe banks bemoanins the ruines of S:- 
, and contemplatins their own ſad Condi- 

: _ 

And an ingenuons Spaniard (ayes, T hat Rivers 
ind the Inh.bitants « of the watry E'ement were made 
for wiſe men to contemplates and fools to peſſe by 
withont confider:ticn. And though I will not rank 
my felf inthe number of the firſt, yet give me 
leave to free my ſelf from the laſt, by offering 
to you a ſhort contemplation, firſt of Rivers and 
then of Fijh ; concernins which I doubt not but 
to Stve you many obſervations that will appear 

very 
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very conliderable : I am ſure they have appea- 
red ſo to me, and made many an hour paſſe a- 
way more pleaſantly , as I have fate quietly on 
a flowery Bank by a calm River, and contem- 
plated what I ſhall now relate to you, 

And firſt concerning Rivers, there be divers 
wonders reported of them by Authors of ſuch 
credit, that we need not deny them an Hiſtori- 
cal Faith. 

As namely of a River in E274, that puts out 
any lighted Torch, and kindles any Torch thar 
was not lighted. Some Waters being drunk 
cauſe madnefle, ſome drunkennefle, and ſome 
laughter to death. The River Selr:z in a few 
hours turns a rod or wand to be ſtone : and our 
Camiden mentions the like in England, and the 
like in Lochwere in [rcland. There is alſo a River 
in Araliz, of which all the ſheep that drink 


on colour. And one of lefle credit than Ari- 
ſtotle tells us of a merry river, (the river Eluſina) 


| thatdances at the noiſe of mulique, for with 


mulique it bubbles, dances and grows ſandy, 
and ſo continues till the muſique ceaſes, bur 
then it preſently returns to its wonted calmneſs 
and clearneſs. And Cambden tells us of a Well 
near to Kerby in Weſ//mnreland, that ebbs and 
flows ſeveral times every day : and he tells us 
of a River in Szr-), (itis called ole) that after 
it has run ſeveral miles, being oppoſed by hills, 

nds 
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finds or makes it ſelf away under ground, and | 


breaks out again ſo far off, that the Inhabitants 
thereabout boaſt, (as the Sp-2niards do of their 
River An) that they feed divers flocks of ſheep 
upon a Bridge, And, laſtly, for I would not 


tire your patience, qne of no lefle authority | 


than Joſephs that learned Jew, te[ls us of a 
River in J«dea, that runs ſwittly ail the fix days 
of the week, and ſtands fill and reſts all their 
Sabbath, 

But, Sir, leſt this Diſcourſe may ſeem tedi- 
ons, I ſhall give ita ſweet conclulion out of that 
holy Poet Mr. George Her/ert his Divine Con- 


templation on Gods Providence : 


Lid, whokath praiſe enough, nay, who hath any? 
None can expreſ. s thy works, bat he that knows them: 
And none can know thy works, they are ſo many, 
And fo compleat, but onely he th.it ons them, 


Fe all acknowledge both thy power and love 
Tobe exatt, tranſcendent and divine ; 

Who doft ſo ſtrangely and ſo ſweetly move, 
FPhilſt all things have their end, yet none but thine, 


Wheriforcy mſt ſccred Spirit, I here preſent 
For me, and all my fellows praiſe to thee , 
And jnft it is that I ſhould pay the rent, 
Becanſe the benefit accrnes to me, 


And 
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And as concerning Fiſh, in that Pſalm, (P/al, 
104.) wherein for height of Poetry and Won- 
ders the Prophet David ſeems even to exceed 
himſelf, how doth he there expreſs himſelf in 
choice Metaphors, even to the amazement of a 
contemplative Reader, concerning the Sea, the 
Rivers, and the Fi/þ therein contained ? And 
the creat Naturalitt Pliny ſayes, That Natures 
great and wonderful power is more demonſtrated in 
the Sea than on the Laid. And: this may appear 
by the numerous and various creatures, inhabi- 
tins both in and about that Element; as to the 
Readers of Geſner, Rzndelitins, Pliny, Auſonus, 
Ariſtole, and athers, may be demonſtrated. 
But I will ſweeten this Diſcourſe alſo out of a 
Contemplation in Divine D#bartas, oe 
who ſayes, fifth day. 


God quickned in the ſe4 and in the rivers, 

Sy many ſilhes of {0 many features, 

That in the waters we may ſee all creatures, 

Even all that on the earth is to be found, 

As if the world were in deep waters drown'd. 

For ſeas ( as well as Skies) have Sun, Moon, Stars + 
(Ar well as air ) Swallows, Rooks, and Stares 3 

( As well as earth) Vines, Roſes, Nettles Melons, 
Muſhroms, Pinks, Gilliflowers, and many millions 
of other plants, more rare, mare ſtrange than theſe, 
As very fiſhes Irving in the ſeas: 


Az 
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As a'ſe Rams, Calves, Herſess * x4 Ss, and Hogs, 


Folwes, urchins, Linn E, ephents ,and Dogs; © 
Yea, len and Maids, and which I moſt admire, 
The mitred Biſhop, and the cowl-d Fryer. 

Of wnich, ex 1mples bat a few years ſince, 

FPire ſhexn the Norway and Polonitan Prince, 


Theſe ſeem to be wonders, but have had fo 
many confirmations rom men of learning and 
credit, that you need not doubt them ; nor are 
the number, nor the vario1s ſhapes of fiſhes, 
more france or more fit for contemplation, than 
their d: F2rent natures, inclinations and aQti- 
ons; concerning which I ſhall beg your pati- 
ent ear a lictle lonzer. 

The Cuttle- fiſh wilt-caſt a [ons e1t ont of her 
throat, which (likeas an Angler doth his line ) 
ſhe fendeth forth and pulleth in again at her 
pleaſure, according as ſhe ſees ſome little fiſh 
Moon, Ef. <2men 2arto herz and the Cattle-fi/h 
fazes : and (beins then hid in the oSravel) lets the 
vers afirm {maller fiſh nibble and bite the end of 

it, at wiich time ſhe by little and 
little draws the ſmaller fiſh ſo near to her, that 
ſhe may leap upon her, and then catches and 
cevours her : and for this reaſon ſome have 
calied this fiſh the Sex-, ng er. 

Aud there is a fiſh called a Hermit, that at a 

errain age gets into a dead fiſhes ſhell, and like 
a, Hermite dwells there alone, ſtudying the 

"wind 
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wind and weather , and fo turns her ſhell that 


| ſhe makes it defend her from the injuries that 
' they would bring upon her, 
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There is alſo a fiſh called by Elian( in his 
9. book of Living Creatures , Chap. 16.) the 
Adonis , or Darling of the Sea ſo called, be- 
cauſe it is a loving and innocent fiſh, .a fiſh that 
hurts nothing that hath life, and is at peace with 
all the numerous Inhabitants of that vaſt wate- 
ry Element : and truly I think moſt Anglers 
are ſo diſpoſed ro molt of mankind. 

And there are alſo luſtful and chaſt Fiſhes, of 
which I ſhall give you examples. 

And firſt, what Dubartas ſayes of a fiſh called 
the Sargus ; which (becauſe none can expreſſe 


; it better then he does ) I ſhall give you in his 
' own words , ſuppoling it ſhall not have the leſs 


credit for being Verſe , for he hath gathered 


| this,and other obſervations out of Authors that 


have been great and induſtrious ſearchers into 
the ſecrets of Nature. 


The Adult*rous Sargus doth not only change 
Wifes every day in the deep ſtreams, but (ftrange) 
As if the honey of Sea-love delight 

Could not ſuffice his ranging appetite, 

Goes courting ſhe- Goats on the graſſie ſhore, 
Horning their husbands that had horns before, 


And the ſame Author writes concerning the 
D Cantharns, 
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Cantharns , that which you ſhall alſo hear in his | 


own words. 


But contrary, the conſtant Cantharus, 
Is ever conſt ant to his faithful Sp uſe, 

In nuptial duties ſpending his ch. ſte life, 
Never loves any but his own deer wife, 


Sir,but a little longer, and I have done. 

Venat. Sir , take: what libertie you think fit 
for your diſcourſe ſeems to be Mulique , and 
charm me into an attention. 


Piſc. Why then Sir,I will take a little liberty | 


to tell, or rather to remember you what is ſaid 


of Twrtle-Doves : Firſt,That they lilently plight | 


their troth aud marry ; and that then, the Sur- 
vivor ſcornes (as the 7 hracian women are faid to 
do) to out-live his or her mate ; and this is ta- 
ken for ſucha truth , and if the Survivor ſhall 
ever couple with another, then not only the li- 


ving, but the dead, ( beiteither the He or the 


ſhe) is denyed the name and honour of a true 
T urtle-dove, 

And to parallel this Land Rarity , and teach 
mankind moral faithfulneſs , and to condemn 
thoſe that talk of Religion, and yet come ſhort 
of the moral faith of fiſh and fowl; Men that 
violate the Law affirmed by Saint Paul ( Rom. 2, 
14,15) to be writ in their hearts, ( and which 
he ſayes., ſhall at the laſt day condemn an 
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leave them without excuſe.) I pray Pebaras 
hearken to what Dabartas (ings , ( for Hay. 
the hearing of ſuch conjugal faithfulneſs, will 
be Muſick to all chaſte ears ) and therefore 
pray hearken to what Dwbartas lings of the 
Mullet. 


But for chaſte love the Mullet hath no peer ;, 
For, if the Fiſher hath ſurpriz'd her pheer, 
As mad with wo, to ſhore ſhe followeth, 
Preſt to conſort him both in life and death. 


On the contrary, what ſhall I ſay of the Houſe- 
Cock , which treads any Hen,and then (contrary 
tothe Swan, the Partridge and Pigeon ) takes no 
care to hatch , to feed or to cheriſh his own 
brood, but is ſenſeleſ; though they periſh. 

And *tis conliderable , that the Hen ( which 
becauſe ſhe alſo rakes any Cock , expeRs it not) 


"| who is ſure the Chickens be her own , hath by 


4 moral impreſſion her care and aftetion to 
her own Breod more then doubled,even to ſuch 
a height, that our Saviour in exprefling his love 
to Feruſalem ( Mit. 23.37. ) quotes her for an 
example of tender affefion , as his Father had 
done Fob for a patern of patience. 

And to parallel this Cock, there be divers 
hſhes that caſt their Spawn on flags or ftones, 
and then leave it uncovered, and expoſed to 
become a prey , and be devoured by Vermine 
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or other fiſhes : but other fiſhes (as namely the 
Barbel) take ſuch care for the preſervation of 
their ſeed,that(unlike to rhe Cock or the Crckoe) 
they mutually labour ( both the Spawner and 
the Melter) to cover their Spawn with ſand, or 
watch it,or hide it in ſome ſecret place unfre- 
 quented by Vermine or by any Fiſh but them- 
ſelves. 

Sir, theſe Examples may,to you and others, 
ſeem ſtrange ; but they are teſtihed ſome by 


Ariſtotle, ſome by Pliny , ſome by Geſner , and 


by many others of credit, and are believed and 
known by divers , both of wiſdom and experi- 
ence,to be a Truth ; and indeed are ( as I faid 
at the beginnins) fit for the contemplation of a 
moſt ſerious and a moſt pious man. And doubt. 
leſs this made the Prophet David ſay, T hey that 
occupy themſelves in deep waters ſee the wonderful 
works of God : indeed ſuch wonders and plea- 
ſures too as the land affords nor. 


And that they be fit for the contemplation of 


the moſt prudent, and pious, and peaceable 


men,ſeems to be teſtifyed by the practice of ſo 
many devout and contemplative men , as the 


Patriarchs and Prophets of old , and of the Apv- 


ftles of our Saviour in theſe later times ; of 


which twelve he choſe four that were Fiſher- 
men , whom he inſpired and ſent to publiſh his 
blefled Will to the Gentiles, freedons from the in- 
rombrances of the Law , and a new way to everlaſt- 
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ing life 3 this was the imployment of theſe Fi- 


' ſhermen. Concerning which choice, ſome have 


made theſe Obſervations. 

Firſt, that he never reproved theſe for their 
Imployment or Calling, as he did the Scribes 
and the Money-changers, And ſecondly, he 
found that the hearts of ſuch men by nature 
were fitted for contemplation and quietneſle , 
men of mild,and ſweetand peaceable ſpirits, as 


. indeed moſt Anglers are: theſe men our bleſſed 


Saviour,(who is obſerved to love toplant grace 
ingood natures ) though nothing be too hard 
for him, yet theſe men he choſe to call from 
their irreprovable imployment of Fiſhing, and 
gave them grace to be his D.[ciples, and to fol» 
low him. 1 fay four of twelve. . 
And it is obſervable, that it was our Saviours 
will, that theſe our four Fiſhermen ſhould have 
a priority of nomination in the catalog1e of 


| bis twelve Apoſtles, ( Mar. 10, ) as namely firſt 
' St. Peter, St. Andrew , St. James and St. John, 


and then the relt in tieir order. 
And it is yet more obſervable, that when 


| Our bleſſed Saviour went up into the Mount, 
 whenhe leftthereit of his Diſciples, and choſe 


onely three to bear him company-at his Trans- 
fraration , that thoſe three were all Fiſhermen, 
And it is to be believed,that all the other Apo- 
les, after they betook themſelves to follow 
Chriſt ; betook themſelves to be Fiſhermen 

D 3 100 2 


38 The Complete Angler. 


too ; for it is certain that the greater number of 
them were found together a Fiſhing by Jeſus 
after his Reſurre&ion, as is recorded in the 21, 
Chapter of St. Johns Goſpel. 

And lince I have your promiſe to -hear me 
with patience, 1 will take a liberty to look back 
upon an obſervation that hath been made by an 
ingenuous and learned man, who obſerves that 
God hath been pleaſed to allow thoſe, whom he 
himſelf hath appointed to writ his holy Will in 
holy Writ, yet to expreſs his Will in ſuch Meta- 
phors as their former affeQions or praRice had 
inclined them to ; and he brings So/omon for an 
example,who before his converlion was remark- 
ably carnally-amorous ; and after by Gods ap- 
pointment writ that ſpiritual , holy , amorous 
Love-ſons (the Canticles) betwixt God and his 
Church,(in which he ſayes ſhe had Eyes like the | 
filb-pools of Heſhban, ) 

And if this hold in reaſon as I ſee none to the | 
contrary , then it may be probably concluded, 
that Moſes (whom, TI told you before , writ the | 
Book of jb) and the Prophet Amos, who was a 
Shepherd, were both Anglers, for you ſhall in 
all the Old Teſtament find Fiſh-hooks, I think 
but twice mentioned, namely, by meek Moſes 
the friend of God, and by the humble Prophet 
Amos. 

Concerning which laſt , namely the Prophet 
Ames I ſhall make but this Obſervation, That 

he 
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he that ſhall read the hnmble, lowly, plain ſtyle of 
that Prophet , and compare it with the þ47h-g/o- 
rinugeloguant ſtyl: of the Prophet [ [7 a14h(though 
they be both equally true ) may ealily believe 
him to te , not only a Shepherd, but a good- 
natur'd,plain Fiſher-man, 

Which I] dothe rather believe by comparing 
the affetionate, lovins, lowly, hamble Epiſtles 
of S. Peter, S. Famis and S. John,whom we know 
we're all Fiſhers, with the glorious language 
and high Metaphors of S. Pax/. whom we may 
believe was not. | 

And for the lawfulneſs of Fiſhing it may 
very well be maintained by our Saviours bid- 
ding Sr, Peter calt his hook into the water and 
catch a Fiſh, for money to pay Tribute to Ce- 
ſar. And let me tell youthat angling is of high 
efteem, and of much uſein other Nations. He 
thar reads the Voyages of Ferdinand Mend:z 
Pinto, ſhall find that there he declares to have 
found a Kins and ſeveral Prietts a Fiſhing. 

And he that reads Piutarch , ſhall find that 
An-ling was not contemptible in the dayes of 
Alok Anteny and C leopatra , and that they in 
the midf{t of their wonderful glory uſed Ang- 
ling as 2 principal recreation. And let me tell 
vou, that in the Scripture Angling is alwayes 
taken in the beſt ſenſe, and that though hunt- 
ins may be ſometimes ſo tzken, yet it is but 
{eldom to be fo underitood. Aod let me adde 
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this more,he that views the ancient Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Canons,ſhall find Hunting to be forbidden 
to Church-men, as being a toilſom , perplexing 
Recreation; and ſhill find angling allowed to 
Clergy-men, as being a harmleſſe Recreation, a 
recreation that invites them to contemplation and 
quietneſs. 

I might here enlage my ſelf by telling you 
what commendations our learned Perkins be» 
ſtowes on Angling : and how dear a lover, 
and great a pradtiſer of it oar learned Door 
Whitaker was , as indeed many others of great 
note have been. Bat I will content my felt 
with two memorable men, that lived neer ta 
our own time, whom I alſo take to have been 
ornaments to the Art of Angling. 

The firſt is Door Nonel ſometimes Dean of 
the Cathedral Church of Saint Paw/ in London, 
where his Mon1ment ſtands yet undefaced 3 a 
man that in the Reformation of Queen El:z4- 
beth (not that of Henry the V11I. ) was fo noted 
for his meek ſpirit,deep learnins, prudence and 
piety, that the then Parliament and Convocati- 
on both, choſe, injoyned and truſted him to be 
the man to make a Catechiſm for publick uſe, 
ſuch a one as ſhould ſtand as a rule for faith and 
manners to their poſterity. And the good 
old man(though he was very learned,yet know- 
ins thagGod leads us not to heaven by many 
nor by hard queſtions ) like an honeſt Angler, 
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made that good; plain, unperp!ext Catechiſm which 
js printed with our good old Service Book. 

I ſay, this good man was a dear lover, and con- 
ſtant pradticer of Angling, as any Age cal) pro- 
duce 3 and his cultome was to ſpend belides his 
fixt hours of prayer, ( thoſe hours which by 
command of the Church were enjoyned the 
Clergy , and voluntarily dedicated to devotion 
by many Pcimitive Chriſtians : ) belides thoſe 
hours , this good man was oblerved to ſpend a 
tenth part of his time in Angling ; and alfo (for 


1] have converſed with thoſe which have con- 


verſed with him ) to beſtow a tenth part of his 
Revenue , and uſually all his fiſh, amongſt the 
poor that inhabited near to thoſe Rivers in 
which it was caught : ſaying often , That chari- 
ty gave life to Religion © : and at his retur 71 to his 
houſe would praiſe God he had ſpent that day 
free from worldly trouble ; both harmleſly, 
and in a recreation that became a Church-man. 
And this 900d man was well content, if not 
delirous , that polterity ſhould know be was an 
Angler,as may appear by his Pi&ture, now to be 
(een and carefully kept in Braſenſe Colledge, (to 
which he was a liberall Benefactor ) in which 
Picture ke is drawn leanings on a Desk with his 
; Bible before him , and on one hand of him his 
| Hooks, and other tack/ing lying ina round ; 
and on his other hand is his Angle- rods of ſeve- 
ral ſorts : and by them this is written , 7þat he 
died 
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dicd. 13 Feb.1601. being aged. 95.ears,44.f 
which he had been Dean of St. Pauls Church , and 
that his age had neither impair'd kts hearing , nor 
dimm#d his ey:s nur weokn'd his memory , nor made | 
any of the faculties of his mind weak, or uſelefſe,”Tis 
(aid that angling and temperance were great call- 
{5 of theſe bleflinss , and I wiſh the like to all 
that imitate him, and love the memory of ſo - 
eg9d a MAN, 

My next and laſt example ſhall be that un- 
dervaluer of money , the late Provoſt of Eton 
Colledge, Sir Henry Wotton, (a man with whom 
I have often fſh'd and convers'd) a man whoſe 
forreign Imployments, in the ſervice of this 
Nation and whoſe experience , learning, wit and 
chearfulneſs made his company to be elteemed 
one of the delights of mankind ; this man, 
whoſe very approbation of ansling were ſuff- 
cient to convince any modeſt cenſurer of it, 
this man was alſo a moſt dear lover, and a fre- | 
en prafiſer of the art of angling 3 of which ' 
he would ſay, *I was an imployment for his idle, 
time , which was then not idlely ſpent : for arsling. 
was after tedious Study, areſt to his mind, a chee- | 
rer of his ſpirits, a diverter of ſadneſſe, a calmer of | 
unquict thoughts a moderator of prſſions, a procurer 
of contentedaeſſe : and that it begot habits of peace 
and patience in thoſe that profeſſ*d and prathis'd it, 
Indeed, my friend, you will tind angling to be] 
like the vertue of Humility, which has a calm- 
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neſs of ſpirit, and a world of other bleſſings at- 
tending upon it. 

Sir, this was tae ſaying of that learned man, 
and I doeal:ly believe that peace , and patience, 
anda calme content did cohabit in the cheerful 
heart of Sir Henry Wotton , becauſe I know that 
when he was beyond feventy years of age ,. he 
made this deſcription of a part of the preſent 


pleaſure that poſſeſyd him, as he fate quietly 


in a Summers evening on a bank a Fiſhing, it 
isa deſcription of the Spring, which, becauſe 
itslides as ſoft and ſweetly from his pen, as 
that river does at this time by which it was then 
made, I ſhall repeat it unto you. 


This dey dame Nature ſeem'd in low : 

T he luſty [0 began to move ; 

Freſh juice did ſtir th* imbracing V ines, 

And birds hd drawn their valentines, 

The jealozrs Troutytht low did lie, 

Roſe at a well- diſſembled flie ; 

T here ſtocd my friend with patient kill, 

Attending of his trembling quill, 

Already were the ewes puſſeſt 

With the ſwift Pilgrims dawbed neſt ; 

The Groves already did revoyce, 

In Philomels !71amphing-woice ; 

T he ſhoures were ſhurt,the weather mild 

T he morning \reſhgthe evening ſmil'd, 
Jone takes her neat r4b'd pail,and nov 
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She trips to milk the ſand-red Cow ; 
Where, fer (om: ſturdy foot-ball Swain, 
Jone ſtrokes a {1]libub or twalng 
The fi'lds and gardens were beſet 
With Tulips, Crocus, Violet, 
An1 now,though late, the modeft Roſe 
Did mare then half A blaſh diſcl, ſe. 
T hus all looks gay, and full of cheer, 
To welcome the new livery'd year, 


Theſe were the thoughts that then poſſe the 
undifturbed mind of Sir Henry Wotton, Will 
you hear the wiſh of another Angler, and the 
commendation of his happy life which he alſo 
ſings in Verſe? viz, Jo. Davors Eſq, 


Let me live harmlieſly, and near the brink 

Of Trent sr Avon have a delling place ; | 

Where I may ſee my quill or cork down ſink, 

With e:ger Lit of Pearch, or Bleak,or Dace ; 

And on the world and my Creator think , | 

whilſt ſome men ſtrive, ill gotten goods t'imbrace ; 
And others ſpend their time in baſe exceſſe | 
Of wine or worſe, in war and wantonneſs. 


L:t them that liſt, theſe paſtimes ſtill purſue, 
And on ſuch pleaſing fancies feed their fill, 

$9 [ the fields and Meadowes green may view, 
And daily Lyfreſh Rivers as at will, 
Among the Dailies and the Violets blue, 


Red 
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Rid Hiacynth;end yel/ow Daftadi!, 
Purple Narciſſus like the m:rning reTJeſ 
Pale Ganderglafle, and :zare Culverkayes. 


I cr unt it higher ple:-Jure to behold 

The ſt«tely comp: fe of the liftie shie, 

And in the midſt thereof (like | arning gold) 

The fl:ming Chariot of the worlds great eze, 

The watry clondes that in the cir up ro'd, 

With ſundry kinds of painted colours fles 
And fair Aurora lifting up her head, 


F Still bluſhing, riſe from o/d Tithonius bed. 
, The hills and mountains r-:iſed from the plains, 


The plains extended level with the ground, 
| The grounds divided into ſundry vainsy 
The veins inclos'd nith rivers running round ; 
Theſe rivers making way through natures chains 
With headlong courſe into the ſea profound ; 
'  Theraging ſea,beneath the wallies low, 
| Wheye lakes and rils and rivulets db flow. 


? | The If ty woods the forreſts wide and long 

| Adwru'dwith leaves and branches freſh and green, 

In whoſe cool bowres the birds with many a (vng 

| D» welcomemnith their Quire the Summers Queen: 
The Meadowes fair where Flora's gifts among 
Are intermixt,with verdant graſſe between. 

T he filver-ſcaled fiſh that ſoftly ſwim 

Within the ſweet brooks chryſt al watry flrecm. 
Red M0 
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All theſe, and many more of his Creation, 
T hat made the Heavens, the Angler oft doth ſee, 
T ahing therein no [iitie deleCt tion, 
To think, kow ſtrange, how wonderf:s! they be 3 
Framing thereof an inward conterap!.:10n, 
Toſet hu: heart from other f :ncies tree ; 

And whilſt he looks on theſe with roof a! eye, 


His mind is wrapt above the ſt.:rry Skie. 


Sir I am glad my memory has not loſt theſe 
laſt Verſes , becauſe they are ſomewhat more 


pleaſant and more ſutable to My-Doy, then 


my harſh Diſcourſe : and Iam glad your pati- 
ence hath held out ſo lons, as to hear them and 
me : for both together have brought us within 
the {ight of the Thatcht þ ,uſe.and I muſt be your 
Debtor ( if you think it worth your attention ) 
for the reſt of my promiſed diſcourſe, rill ſome 
other opportunity, and a like time of leiſure. 

Venat. Sir, you have Ansled me on with 
much pleaſure to the Th ch: hwſe : and I now 
find your words true Thot go:d c.many makes 
the way ſeems ſhort, for truſt me,Sir.I thought we 
had wanted three miles of this Houſe till you 
fthewed it tro me : but now we are at it,we*: turn 
into it,and refreſh our ſelves with a cup of drink 
and a little reſt. 

Piſe. Moſt gladly (Sir) and wel drink a civil 
cup to all che O:ter Fuaters that are to meet you 
to morrow, 
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Ven, That we will Sir, and to all the lovers 
of Angling toog of which number, Iam now 
willing to be one my felt, for by the help of 
your good diſcourſe and company , I have put 
on new thoughts both of the Art of Angling, 
and of all that profeſle it : and if you will but 
meet me to morrow at the time and place ap- 
pointed, and beſtow one day with me and my 
friends in hunting the Otter, Iwill dedicate the 
nextrwo dayes to wait upon you , and we two 
will for that time do nothing but angle, and 
talk of fiſh and fiſhing, 

Piſc. Tis a match, Sir, I'l not fail yon, God 
willing, to be at Amyel-hill to morrow mor- 
nins before Sun-riſing. 


CHAP. II 


Ovſervations of the Otter and Chub. 


Vonat. Y friend Piſcator » you have 
M kept time with my thoughts, 

for the Sun is juſt riſing , and 

| I my ſelf juſt now come to 

this place,and the dogs have juft now put down 
an Otter, look down at the bottom of the hill 
there in that Meadow, cbequered with water- 
Lillies,and Lady-Jmocks,there you may ſee what 


work they make ; look looke, you may 


ſee 
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ſee all buliez men and dogs, dogs and men, all 
bulie. 

Piſc. Sir,l am right glad to meet you, and 
Slad to have fo fair an entrance into this dayes 
ſport , and glad to ſee ſo many dogs, and more 
men all in purſuit of the Orter;lets complement 
nolonger , but joyn unto them ; come honeſt 
Venator. lets be gone, lets make haſt, I long to 
be doins : no reaſonable hedge or ditch ſhall 


hold me. 
Fen. Gentleman Huntſ-mazwhere found you 


this Otter ? 

Hunt. Marry (Sir) we fbund her a mile from 
this place a fiſhing 3 ſhe has this mornins eaten 
the greateſt part of this 7 rom 3 ſhe has only left 
thus much of it as youſee,, and was fiſhins for 
more : when we came we found him juſt at it : 
but we were here very early, we were here an 
hour before Sun-riſe , and have given her no 
reſt ſince we came, ſure ſhe*l hardly eſcape all 
theſe dogs and men, I am to have the skin if 
we kill him. 

Ven. Way, S'r, what's the skin worth ? 


Hunt. 'Tis worth ten ſhillinss to make | 


gloves; the gloves of an Otter are the beſt for- 
tification for your hands thar can be thought on 


againſt wet weather, 
Piſc. I pray,honeſt Huntſmanylet me ask you a 


leaſant queltion,do you hunt a beaſt or a fiſh? | 


Hunt. Sir , It is not in my powerto reſolve 
you 


F- 
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| ing this Water-dog in Cornwall, where there 
| there is a River called Otterſey, which was ſo 
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you, I leave it to be reſolved by the Colledge of 
Carthuſizns, who have made vows never to eat 
fleſh, Bur I have heard, the queſtion hath been 
debated among many great Clerks, and they 
ſeem to differ about it ; yet moſt agree that his 
tailis Fiſh : and if his body be Fiſh too, then I 
may ſay, that a Fiſh will walk upon land, (for 
an Otter does ſo) ſometimes five or (ix, or ten 
miles ina night, Rut ( Sir ) I can tell you cer- 
tainly, that he devours much Fiſh, and kills and 
ſpoils much more than he eats: And I can tell. 
you, that this Dog-fiſher (for ſo the Latins call 
him) can ſmell a Fiſh in the water an hundred 
yards from him (Geſner fayes, much farther) 
and that his ſtones are good againſt the Falling- 
lickneſs : and that there isan herb Benione,which 
being hung ina linnen cloth near a Fiſh-pond, 
or any haunt that he uſes, makes him to avoid 
the place 3 which proves he ſmels both by water 
and land : and I can tell you there is brave hunt- 


have been ſo many, that our Cambder (ayes, 
named, by reaſon of the abundance of Otters 


And thus much for my knowledge of the 
Otter, which you may now ſee above water at 
vent, and the dogs cloſe with him ; I now ſee 
he will not laſt long, follow therefore my Ma- 
ſters, follow, for Sxeetlips was like to haye him 
at this vent. E Ven, 
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Ven. Oh we, all the Horſe are got over the 
River, what ſhall we do now? ſhall we follow 
them over the water. 

Hunt, No, Sir, no, be not ſo eager, ſtay alit- 
tle and follow me, for both they and the dogs 


will be ſuddenly on this lide acain, I warrant 


you : and the Otter too, it may be : now have 
at him with Kill«ck,, for he vents again. 
Ven, Marry ſo heis, for look he vents in that 


corner. Now, now &ingxod has him £ now 


he's gone again, and has bit the poor dog. 
Now Seetlips has her : hold her Sxeetlips | now 
all the dogs have her, ſome above and ſome un- 
der water ; but now, now ſhe's tir'd , and paſt 
loling : come bring him to me, Szeetlips. Look, 
*tis a Bitch-Otter, and ſhe has lately whelp'd, 
let's go to the place where ſhe was put down, and 


not far from it you will find all her young ones, | 


I dare warrant you, and kill them all too. 

Hunt. Come, Gentlemen, come all, let's go 
to the place where we put down the Otter, Look 
you, hereabout ir was that ſhe kenelPd , look 
you, here it was indeed, for here's her youns| 
ones, no leſs than five ; come let's kill them all. 

Piſc. No, I pray Sir, ſave me one, and Il 
try if I cat make her tame, as I know an inge- 
nuous Gentleman in Leicefter-ſhire (Mr. Nich. 
Seagreave) has done 3 who hath not onely made 
her tame, but to catch Fiſh, and do many othe! 
things of much pleaſure, 


H, 
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Hunt, Take one with all my heart, but let 
us kill the reſt, And now let's go to an honeſt 
Ale-houſe, where we may have a cup of good 
Barley-wine, and (ing Ol4 Roſe, and all of us re+ 


joyce together. 


Venat. Come my friend » Piſcator, let me 
invite you along with us; 1'Il bear your charges 
this night, and you ſhall bear mine to mor- 
row ; for my intention is to accompany you 8 


' day or two in Fiſhing, 


Piſc. Sir, your requeſt is granted, and I ſhall 
be right glad,both toexchange ſuch a courtelie, 
and alfo to enjoy your company. 

Venat, Well, now let's go to your ſport of 
Angling. | 

Piſc. Let's be going with all my heart, God 
keep you all, Gentlemen, and ſend you meet 
this day with another Bitch-Otter, and kill her 
merrily, and all her young ones too, 

Ven, Now, Piſcator, where will you begin 
to fiſh ? 
| Piſc; We are not yet come to a likely place, 
I muſt walk a mile further yet,before I begin. 

Venat. Well then, I pray, as we walk tell me 
freely, how do you like mine Hoſte and the 
company ? is not mine Hoſte a witty man ? 

Piſcs Sir, I will tell you preſently what T 
think of your Hoſte z but firſt I will tell you, I 
am glad theſe Ozters were killed, and I am ſor- 
ry there are no more Otter-ku/lers ; for I know 

E 3 that 
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that the want of Otter-killers, rhe not keeping 
the Fence moneths for the preſervation of fi/h, 
will in time prove the deſtruction of all rivers , 
and thoſe very few that are left that make con- 
ſcience of the Laws of the Nation, and of keep- 
ing dayes of abſtinence, will be forced to eat 
fleſh, or ſuffer more inconveniencies than is yet 
foreſeen. 

Venat, Why, Sir, what be thoſe that you call 
the Fence moneths? 

Piſe. Sir, they be principally three, namely, 
March, April, and May, theſe being the uſu- 
al moneths that Salmon come out of the Sea to 
ſpawn in moſt freſh Rivers, and their Fry would 
about a certain time return back to the ſalt wa- 
ter, if they were not hindred by weres and #1- 
lawful ,gins, which the greedy Fiſher-men ſer, 
and fo deſtroy them by thouſands, as they 
would (beins ſo taught by nature) change the 
. freſh for ſalt water, He that ſhall view the wiſe 
Statutes made in the 123. of Edw. the I, and the 
Ike in &ich, the [1 T, may ſee ſeveral proviſions 
made againft the deſtrution of Fiſh : and 
though I profeſs no Knowledve of the Law, yet 
] am ſure the regulation of theſe defe&ts might 
be ealily mended. But I remember that a wiſe 
friend of mine-did uſually ſay, That which is e- 
very bodies buſineſs is no bodies buſineſs, If it were 
otherwiſe, there could not be ſo many Nets 
and Fiſh that are under the Statute ſize fold 

Caily 


The Complete Argler. 53 


daily amongſt us, and of which the conſervators 
of the waters ſhould be aſhamed. 

But above all, the taking Fiſh in Spawning- 
time, may be ſaid to be againſt nature it is 


like the taking the dam on the neſt when ſhe 


hatches her young : a (in ſo againſt nature, that 


Almighty God hath in holy Writ made a Law 


againlt it, 

But the poor Fiſh have enemies enough be- 
ſide ſuch unnatural Fiſher-men, as namely, the 
Otters that T ſpake of, the Cormorant, the Bit- 
terne, the Oſprey, the Sea-gall, the Herne, the 
King-fiſhr, the Gorrara, the Puet, the Swan, 
Gooſe, Ducks, and the Craber, which ſome call 
the Water rat : againſt all. which any honeſt 
man may make a juſt quarrel, but I will not, I 
will leave them to be quarrelled with, and kir'd 
by others ; for Iam not of a cruel nature; I love 
to kill nothing but Fiſh, 

And now to your queſtion concerning your 
Hoſte, to ſpeak truly, he is not to mea good 
companion : for moſt of his conceits were ei- 


| ther Scripture jeſts, or laſcivious jeſts ; for 


which I count no man witty, for the Devil will 
help a man that way inclined to the firſt, and 
his own corrupt nature, (which he alwayes car- 


| ries with him) to the latter. But a companion 


that feaſts the company with it and »zirth, and 
leaves out the fin (which is uſually mixt with 


| them) he isthe man ; and indeed ſuch a com= 
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panion ſhould have his charges born : and tg 
ſuch company I hope to bring you this night , 
for at Tront-Hall, not far from this place, where 
T purpaſle to lodge to night, there 1s uſually an 
angler that proves good company : and let me 
tell you, good company and good diſcourſe are 
the very linews of vertue : but for ſuch diſ- 
courſe as we heard laſt night, it infes others, 
the very boyes will learn to talk and ſwear as 
they heard mine Hoſt, and another of the com- 
pany that ſhall be nameleſs; I am ſorry he is a 
Gentleman, for leſfſe Religion will not fave 
their ſouls than a beggars, I think more will 
be required at the laſt great day. Well, you 
know what Example is able to do, and I know 
what the Poet ſayes in the like caſe, which is 
worthy to be noted by all parents and people 
_ ef civility - 


—_—— 
Omes to his C owntry his Religion : 

And in another would as ſtrong.y grow, 
Had but his nurſe or mither taught him ſo. 


This is reaſon put into Verſe, and worthy the 
confideration of a wiſe man. \But of this no 
more, for though I love civility, yet I hate ſe- 
yerecenſures : ll to my own art, and I doubt 
not but at yonder tree I ſhall catch a Chub, and 
then we'l turn toan honeſt cleanly Hoſteſs, that | 
I know right well; reſt our ſelyes there, and 
dreſs it for qQur dinner, © ' Venat, 
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Venat. Oh Sir , a Chab is the worſt Fiſh 
that ſ\wimmes, I hoped for a Troxt to my din- 
ner. 

Piſc. Truſt me, Sir, there iz not a likely place 
for a Trout, hereabout, and we {taid ſo long to 
take our leave of your Huntſmen this morning, 
that the Sun is got ſo high, and ſhines fo clear, 
that I will not undertake the catchins of a 7 rowt 
till evening ; and though a Chxb be by you and 
many others reckoned the worſt of fi/hy yet 
vou ſhall ſee I'll make it a good Fiſh, by dreſ- 
ling it, 

Foun Why, how will you drefle him ? 

Piſc, Vil tell you when I have caught him. 
Look you here, Sir, do you ſee? (but you muſt 
ſtand very cloſe) there lye upon the top of the 
water in this very hole twenty Chabs, T'll catch 
onely one, and that ſhall be the biggelt of them 
all: and that I will do ſo, Fll hold you twenty 
to one, and you ſhall ſee it done. 

Venet, T marry Sirg now you talk like an 
Artift, and I'll ſay vou are one, when I ſhall ſee 
you perform what ySu fay you can do; but I 
yet doubtir. 

Pic. You ſhall not doubt me lons, for you 
ſhall ſee me do it preſently : look, the biggeſt 
of theſe Cs has lad ſome bruiſe upon his cail, 
by a P:ke or ſome other accident, and that looks 
like a white ſpot; that very Ch#45 I mean to put 
into your hands preſently ; (it you but down in 
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the ſhade, and ſtay but a little while, and 1'le 
warrant you I'le bring him to you. 

Venat. Tle ſit down and hope well, becauſe 
yon ſeem to be ſoconfident, 

Piſc, Look you Sir, there is a tryal of my 
$kill, there he is, that very Chab that I ſhewed 
you with the white ſpot on his tail 3 and Ile be 
as certain to make him a good diſh of meat, as 
I was to catch him. Ile now lead you to an 
Honeſt Ale-houſe where we ſhall find a cleanly 
room, Lavender in the Windows, and twenty 
Ballads ftuck about the wall ; there my Hoftis 
(which I may tell you, is both cleanly, and 
handſome, and civil ) hath dreſt many a one for 
me, and ſhall now drefle it after my faſhion, and 
I warrant it good meat. 

_ Fen. Come Sir, with all my heart, for I be+ 

gin to be hungry, and long to be at it, and in- 

deed to reſt my ſelf too; for though I have 

walk'd but four miles this morning, yet I be- 

gin to be weary z yeſterdayes hunting hangs 
11] upon me. 

Piſc, Well Sir, and y#1 ſhall quickly be at 
reſt, for yonder is the houſe I mean to brins 
you to. | 

Come Hoſtis, how do you? Will you firſt 
give Us a Cup of your beſt drink, and then dreſs 
this Chub, as you dreſt my laſt, when I and my 
friend were here about eight or ten dayes ago ? 
but you muſt do me one courtelie, it muſt be 
done inſtantly. H.ſt. 


| 


— 
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Hoſt. T will do it, Mr. Piſcator, and with all 
the ſpeed I can. 

Piſc. Now Sir, has not my Hoſtis made haſt? 
and does not the fiſh look lovely ? 

Ven. Both, upon my word, Sir, and therefore 
let's ſay grace and fall co eating of it. 

Piſc, Well Sir, how do you like it? 

Ven, Truſt me, "tis as go00d meat as1 ever ta- 
Red : now let me thank you for it, drink to you, 
and bep a courtelie of you 3 but it muſt not be 


deny'd me. 


Piſc. What is it I pray Sir? you are ſo mo- 
deſt, that me thinks I may promiſe to grant it 


; before it is ask'd. 


Ven, Why Sir, it is that from henceforth you 


; will allow me to call you Maſter, and that re- 


—-as 


——— 
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ally I may be your Scholar, for you are ſuch a 
companion, and have ſo quickly caught, and 
ſoexcellently cook'd this fiſh, as makes me am- 
bitious to be your Scholar. 

Piſc. Give me your hand ; from this time for- 
ward I will be your Maſter, and teach you as 
much of this Art as I am able ; and will, as you 
delire me, tell you ſomewhat of the nature of 
moſt of the Fiſh that we are to Angle for, and 
Iam ſure I both can and will tell you more than 
any common Angler vet knows. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III 
How to fiſh for, and to dreſſe the Chavender 


or Chub. 


Piſc, He Chub, though he eat well 

F thus dreſt, yet as he is uſually 

dreſt, he does not : he is obje- 

ed againſt, not onely for being 

fall of ſmall forked bones, diſperſt through all 

his body, but that he eats watriſh, and that 

the fleſh of him is not firm, but ſhort and taſte- 

I:fMle. The French eſteem him ſo mean, as to 

call him #n 24/lan , nevertheleſs he may be fo 

dreſt as to make him very good meat; as 

namely, if he be a large Chuby chen dreſs him 
thus ; 

Firſt ſcale him, and then waſh him clean, and 
then take cut his guts ; and to that end makg the hole 
as little and near to his gills as you may conveniently, 
and eſpecially make clean his throat from the graſs 
and weeds that are uſually in it ( for if that be not 


very clean, it will makg him to taſte very ſour) ha- 


wing ſo done, put ſome ſweet herbs into his belly, and 
then tye him with two or three ſplinters to a ſpit, and 
roſs him, baſted often with vinegar, or rathor 
verguice and butter, with good ſtore of ſalt mixt 

nth it. 
Bzing thus dreſt, you will find him a much 
better 
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better diſh af meat than you, or moſt folk, e- 


yen than Anglers themſelves do imagine ; for 
this dries up the fluid watry humor with which 


| all Chabs do abound, 


Bur rake this rule with you, That a Chwb 
newly taken and newly dreſt, is ſo much bet- 
ter than a Chub of a davs keeping after he is 
dead, that I can compare him to nothing ſo fit- 
ly as to Cherries newly gathered from a tree, 
and others that have been bruiſed and layen a 
day or two in water. Being thus uſed and dreſt 
preſently, and not waſht after he is gutted,(for 
note that lyins long in water, and waſhing the 
blood out of the Fiſh after they be gutted, a- 
bates much of their ſweetneſſe ) you will find 


the Cub to be ſuch meat as will recompence 
your labour. 


Or you may dreſs the Chavender or Chab 


thus - 
When you have ſcaled him, and cut 'fﬀf his tail 


and fins, and waſhed him very clean, then chine or 


s | ſlit him throngh the middle, as a ſalt fiſh is uſually 


cnt, then gr him three uy four cuts or ſcotches with 
your knife, and broil him on Char-coal, or Weod= 
coal that are free from ſmuke,and all the time he 1s a 
broyling bafte him with the beſt ſweet butter, and good 
ſtire of ſalt mixt withit 3 and to this add a feels 
Time cut exceeding ſmall, or bruiſed into the but- 
ter. The Cheven thus dreſt hath the watry taſte 
taken away, for which ſo many except againſt 


him, 
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him. Thus was the Cheven dreſt ghat you liked 
ſo well, and commended fo much. But note a- 
Sain, that if this Chub that you eat of had been 
kept till ro morrow, he had not been worth a 
ruſh. And remember that his throat be very 
clean, I ſay very clean, and his body not waſht 
after he is gntted. 

Well Scholar, you fee what pains I have ta- 
ken to recover the loſt credit of the poor deſpi- 
ſedC/rh, And now I will give you ſome rules 
how to catch him; and Iam glad to enter you 
into the Art of fiſhing by carching a Chub, for 
there 15 no F-ſk: better to enter a young Angler, 
he is fo ealily caughe, but then it mult be this 
particular way. | 

Goto the ſame hole in which I canght my 
Chub, where, in moſt bot dayes you will find a 
dozen or twenty Chevens floating near rhe top 


of the water, get two. or three Graſhoppers as | 


you £0 over the meadow, and get fecretly be- 
uind the tree, and ſtand as free from motion as 
:5 poſſible, then put a Groſhopper on your 
hook , and let your hook hang a quarter 
of a yard ſhort of the water, to which 
end you muſt reſt your rod on ſome bough of 
the tree, and it is likely the Chubs will fink 
down towards the bottc-1 of the water at the 
ſadow of your Rod, ( for a Chub is the fear- 
fillet of fiſhes,) and will doſo if but a bird 
].es over him, and makes the leaſt ſhadow ” 

the 
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the water : but they will preſently rife up to 
the top again, and there lie ſoaring till ſome 
ſhadow aftrights them again : when they lie 
upon the cope of the water, look out the beſt 
Chub, which you ſetting your ſelf ina fit place, 
may very £alily ſee, and move your Rod as foft- 
ly asa Snail moves, to that Chub you intend 
to catch ; let your bait fall gently upon the wa- 
ter three or tour inches before him, and he will 
infallibly take the bait, and you will be as ſure 
to catch him : for he is one of the leather- 
mouth*d Fiſhes, of which a hook does ſcarce 
ever loſe his hold : and therefore give him play 
enough before you offer to take him out of the 
water. Go your way preſently, rake my Rod, 
and do as I bid you, and I will fit dowa and 
mend my tackling till you return back. 

Ven. Truly, my loving Maſter, you have of- 


' fered meas fair as I could wiſh. 1'le go and 
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' that with advice and pratice you will make an 


| 


obſerve your directions. 
Look you, Maſter, what I have done, that 
which joies my heart, caught juſt ſuch another 


| Chub as yours was. 


Piſc, Marry, and Iam glad of it : I am like 
to have a towardly Scholar of you. I now ſee, 


Angler in a ſhort time. Have but a love to it 


and T'le warrant you. 
Venat, But Maſter, What if I could not have 


ſound a Graſhopper ? 
Fiſe. 
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Pifc. Then I may tell you, that a. black, ſnail 
with bis belly lit, to ſhew his white 3 or a piece 
of ſoft cheeſe, will uſually do as well : nay, —_ 
times a worm, or any kind of fly, as the Ant-fly, 
the Fleſh-fly, or Wall-fly, or the Dur or Beetle, | 
(which you may find under a Cow-tird) or a 
Bob, which you will find in the ſame place, 
and in time will be a Beetle, it is a ſhort white 
worm, like to, and bigger than a Gentle, or a | 
Cod-worm, or a Caſe-worm, any of theſe will do 
very well to Fiſh in ſuch a manner. And after 
this manner you may catch a Tr:#t in a hot e- 
venins : when as you walk by a Brook, and 
ſhall ſee or hear him leap at flies, then if you 
get a Graſhopper , put it on your hook, with 
your line about two yards long, ſtanding be- 
hind a buſh or tree where his hole is, and make 
your bait ſtir up and down on the top of the 
waterz you may, if you ſtand cloſe be ſure of | 
4 bire, butnot ſure to catch him, for he is not 
4 leather-mouthed Fiſh : and after this manner 
you may fiſh for him with almoſt any kind of 
live flie, but eſpecially with a Graſh»pper. 

Venat. But before you go further, I pray 
good Maſter, what mean you by a leather- | 
mouthed Fiſh ? | 

Piſc, By aleather-monthed Fiſh, I mean ſuch | 
as have their teeth in their throat, as the Chub 
or. Cheven, and ſo the Barbel, the Gadgeon and 


Carp, and divers others have z and the hook | 
beings 
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being ſtuck into the leather or skin of ſuch Fiſh 
does very ſeldom or never loſe its hold : Bur 
on the Contrary, a Pike, a Pearch,or Trout,and 
ſo ſome other Fiſh, which have not their teeth 
in their throats, but in their mouths, ( which 
you ſhall obſerve to be very full of bones, and 
the skin very thin, and little of it: ) I ſay, of 
theſe Fiſh the hook never takes ſo ſure hold, 


+ but you often loſe the Fiſh, unlefle he have 


gorg d it, 

Ven, Ithank you good Maſter for this obſer- 
vation 3 bout now what ſhall be done with my 
Ch or Chaven, that I have caught ? 

Pifc. Marry Sir, it ſhall be given away to 
ſome poor body, fore I'll warrant you I'll = 
you a Troat for your ſupper : and it is good be- 
ginnins of your Art to offer your firſt fruits to 
the poor, who will both thank God and you for 
it, which I fee by your lilence you ſeem to 
conſent to. And for your willinsneſs to part 
with it ſo charitably, I will alſo teach you more 
concerning Chub-Fiſhing : you are to note, 
that in March and April he is uſually taken 
with wormes ; in May, and June, and Fuly he 
will bite at any fly, or at cherries, or at Bee- 
tles with their legs and wings cut off, or at any 

kind of Snail, or at the black Bee that breeds in 
clay wallsz and he never refuſes a Graſhopper 
on the top of a ſwift ſtream, nor at the bottom 


_ - the young hamble-bee that breeds in long graſle, 


and 
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and are ordinarily found by the Mower of ir, 
In Auguſt, and in the cooler moneths a yellow 
paſte, made of the ſtrongelt cheeſe, and ponnd- 
ed in a Morter with a little butter and ſaffron 
(ſo much of it as being beaten ſmall will turn 
it to a lemmon colour,) And ſome make a paſte 
for the Winter moneths, at which time the 
Chub is accounted belt, (for then it is obſerved, 
that the forked bones are loſt or turned into a 
kind of griſtle, (eſpecially if he be baked) with 
a paſte made of Cheeſe and Turpentine ; be will 
bite alſo at a Minnow or Penk as a Trout will : 
of which I ſhall cell you more hereafter, and of 
dive: s other baits. Bur take rhis for a rule, that 
in hot weather he is to be ſar for towards the 
mid-watery or nearer the top; and in colder 
weather nearer the bottom. And if you fiſh for 
him on the top, with a Beetle or any fly, then be 
ſure to ler your line be very long, and to keep 
oar of {isht. And having told you that his Spawn 
is excellent, and that the head of a large Che- 
ven, the Throat being well waſht, is the beſt 
part of him, I will ſay no more of this Fiſh at 
the preſent, but wiſh you may catch the next 
you Fiſh for. 


And now my next obſervation and direion 
ſhall be concernins the Trout (which I love to | 


ansle for above any Fiſh ) but leſt you may 
jadge me too nice in urging to have the Chub 
dreft fo preſently alter he is taken, I will com- 

mend 


| 


} 


< o* 


a (7 I 


FTy *. pcs 3 AI w 


I 


The C omplete Angler, 65 


mend to your conſideration how curious for- 
mer times have been inthe like kind. 

You ſhall read in Seneca his natural Queſti= 
ons (Lib:3, cap. 17.) thatthe Ancients were fo 
curious in the newneſle of their Fiſh, that that 
| ſeemed not new enough that was not put alive 
| into thegueſts hand 3 and he ayes that to that 

ehd they did uſually keep them living 1n glaſs- 
bottels in their Dining-rooms ; and they did 
glory much in their entertaining of friends to 
have that Fiſh taken from under their table a- 
| live, that was inſtantly to be fed upon. And he 
ſayes , they took a great pleaſure to ſee their 
Mullets change to ſeverall colours, when they 
weredying. But enough of this, for I doubr I 
have ſtayed too lang from giving you ſome ob- 
ſervations of the Trout , and how to fiſh for 
him, which ſhall take up the next of my ſpare 
time, 


| 
| F CHAP. 
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Obſervations of the nature and breeding of 
the Trout, and how to fb for him. And 
the Milk-matas Song. 


' Piſce. He Trous is a Fiſh highly ve- 
lued both in this and torraign 
Nations ; he may be juſtly 
ſaid, (as the old Poet ſaid of 
Wine, and we Engliſh ſay of Veniſon) to be a 
generous Fiſh : a Fiſh that is ſo like the Buck, 
that he alſo has his ſeaſons, for it is obſerved, 
thache comes in and goes out of ſeaſon with the 
Stag and Buck, Geſner ſayes , his name is of a 
Germane off-ſprins, and fayes he js a Fiſh that 
feeds clean and purely, in the ſwifteſt ſtreams, 
and on the hardeſt gravel ! and thathe may 
juitly contend with all freſh-water-Fiſh, as the 
Muller may with all Sea-Fiſh for precedency 
and dantineffe of taſte, and that being in right 
ſeaſon, the molt dainty pallates have allowed 
precedency to him. 


And before I go farther in my Diſcourſe, let | 


me tell you , that you are to obſerve, that as 
there be ſome barren Does, that are good in 
Summer, ſo there be ſome barren Trowts that 
are So0d in Winter , but there are not many 
that gre fv, for uſually they be in their per- 


fection ' 


| 


— — — 


| 
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feftion in the month of ay, and decline with 
the Back, Now you are to take notice , that 
in ſeverall Countryes, as in Germany and 
in other parts, compar'd to ours, Fiſh do differ 
mach intheir bigneſſe, and ſhape, and other- 
wayes, and ſo do Trorts 3-it is- well known 
that in the Lake Lemon, ( the Lake of Geneva, ) 
thereare Treuts taken of three Cubits long, as 
isafirmed by Ge/ner, a Writer of good credits 
and Mercator ſayes, the Trowts that are taken in 
the Lake of Geneva, are a great part of the 
Merchandize of that famous City. And you 
arefurther to know, that there be certain wa- 
ters that breed Trouts remarkable , both for 
their number and ſmalnefſe. I know a little 
Brook in Kent, that breeds them to a number 
incredible, and you may take them twenty or 
forty in an hour, but none greater than about 
the lize of a Gadg0n : There are alſo in divers 


| Rivers, eſpecially that relate to or be near to 


the Sea, ( as Wincheſter, or the Thames about 
Windſor ) a little Trout called a Samlet or Skeg- 
ger Trout (in both which places I have caught 
twenty or forty at a ftanding ) that will bite 
as faſt and as freely as Minnows ; theſe be by 
ſome taken to be youns Salmons, but in thoſe 
waters they never grow to be bigger than a 
Herring, 

There is alſo in Kent near* to Canterbary, a 


trout (called there aFordidge trout) a treut(that 
2 bears 
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bears the name of the Town,where it is uſually 
caught) that is accounted the rareſt of Fiſh, ma- 
ny of them near the bignefle of a Sa/mon, but 
known by their different colour , and in their 
beſt ſeaſon cut very white ; and none of theſe 
have been known to be caught with an Angle, 
unleſs it were one that was caught by Sir George 
Haſtings. (an excellent Angler, and now with 
God) and he hath told me, he thought that trout 
bit not for hunger but wantonneſs ; aad it is the 
rather ro be believed, becauſe both he then,and 
many others before him, have been curious to 
ſearch intorheir bellies, what the food was by 
which they lived ; and have found out no- 


thing by which they might ſatishe their curio- | 


lity. 

Concerning which you are to take notice, 
that it is reported by good Authors, that there 
is a Fiſh, thar hach not any mouth, but lives by 


taking breath by the porings of her Gills, and. | 


feeds and is nouriſhed by no man knows what ; 
and this may be believed of the Fordidge troat , 
which ( as it is ſaid of the Storke, that he knows 


his ſeaſon, ſo he ) knows his times, (I think al» | 


molt his day ) of coming firſt into that River 


out of the Sea, where he lives ( and it is like, | 


feeds ( nine months of the Year, and about 
three in the River of Fordidge. And you are to 
nore, that the Townſmen are very puntual in 
obſerving the very time of beginning to = 

or 


> 
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for them ; and boaſt much that their River af- 
fords a Trout, that exceeds all others, And juſt 
ſo doth S»fſex boaſt of ſeveral Fiſh, as namely a 
Shelſey Cockle, a Chicheſter Lobſter, an Arundel 
| Mullet, and an AmerlyT ret. 

And now for ſome confirmation of the For- 
aidge Trout , you are to know that this Trout 
is thought to eat nothins in the freſh water ; 
| andit may be the better believed, becauſe it is 
well known, that Szallows which are not ſeen to 
flie in England for (ix months in the Year, ( but 
about Michae/mas leave us for a hotter Climate; ) 
yet ſome of them that have been ,.. cx. 
left behind their fellows, have been Bacon, exper- 
found ( many thouſands at atime ) 
in follow trees, where they have been obſer- 
ved, tolive andileep out the whole Winter 
without meat; and ſo Albertus obſeryes that 
there is one kind of Frog that hach her " 
mouth naturally ſhut up about the end of us. 
of Auguſt and that ſhe lives fo all the 
Winter. and though it be ſtrange to ſome, yet 
it is known to too many among us to be 
doubted. | | 

Andſo much for theſe Fordidge trouts, which 
never afford an Angler ſport , but either live 
their time of being in the freſh water by their 
meat formerly g8tten in the Sea, ( not unlike 
the Swa!low or Frog ) or by the vertue of the 
freſh water onely 3 or as the birds of Paradiſe, 

F 3 and 
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and. the Camelion are ſaid to live by the Sun and 


the 4ire. 
There is alſo in Northumberland a Troxt cal- 


leda Brll-trout, of a much greater length and 
bigneſſe , than any in theſe Southern parts : 
and there is in many Rivers that relate to the 
SeaSalmon-tronts,as thuch different from others, 
both in ſhape and in their ſpots, as we ſee ſheep 
differ one from another in their ſhape and big- 
neſſe, and inthe fineneſfle of their wool : and 
certainly , as ſome paſtures do breed larger 
ſheep, ſo do ſome Rivers z by reaſon of the 
ground over which they run , breed larger 
Frouts, 

Now the next thing that I will commend to 
your conſideration is, that the trowt is of a more 
ſudden growth than other Fiſh : concerning 
which you are alſo to take notice , that he lives 
Not ſolong as the Pearch and divers other Fi- 
ſhes do, as Sir Francis Bacon hath obſerved in 
his Hiſtory of Life and Death. 

Andnext you are to take notice, that he is 
not like the Crocodile, which if he lives never (0 
long, yet alwayes thrives till his death : but 
, tis not ſo with the Trout, for after he is come 
to his full growth, he declines in his body, but 
keeps his bigneſle, or thrives onely in his head 
till his death. And you are to know, that he 
will about ( eſpecially before ) the time of his 


Spawning, get almoſt miraculouſly through 
Weirs 


— — I 
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Weires, and Flcud-gates again(t rhe ſtream, even 
through ſuch high and ſwift places as is almoſt 
incredible, Next, that the Trout uſually 


| Spawns about Octiber or N,vember , but in 

| ſome Riversa little ſooner or later : which is 
| the more obſervable, becauſe moſt other fiſh 
| Spawn in the Springs or Summer, when the 


Sun hath warmed both the earth and water, 


| and made it tit for generation. And you are 
| tonote, that he continnes many months out of 


ſeaſon : for it may b2 obſerved of the Trout , 


' that heis like the Buck or the Ox, that will 


not be fat in many months, though he go in the 


very ſame paltures that horſes do,which will be 


fat in one month ; and ſo you may obſerve, that 
moſt other Fiſhes recover itrength, and grow 
ſooner far, and in ſeaſon then the Trout doth. 
And next, you are to note, that till the Sun 
gets toſuch a heightas to warm the earth and 
the water, the Trout is {ick and lean, and lows 
lie, and anwholeſome : for you ſhalljin winter 
find him to have a big head, and then to be 
lank, and thin, and leanz at which time many 
of them have fticking on them Sugs, or Treat 
lice, which is a kind of a worm, in ſhaps like a 
clove or pin, with a big head, and ſtickes cloſe 
to him and ſacks his moiſture 3 thoſe, I think, 
the 70x: breeds himſelf, and never thrives till 
he free himſelf from them, which is til] warm 
weather comes; and then, as he grows ſtronger, 
F 4 he, 
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he gets from thi dead ſtill water, into the ſharp 
ſtreams, and the gravel, and there rubs off theſe 
worms or lice, and then, as he grows ſtronger, 
ſo he gets him into ſwifter and ſwifter ſtreams, 
and there lies at the watch for any flie or Min- 
now, that comes near to him ; and he eſpecial- | 
ly loves the 1ay-flie, which is bred of the 
Cod-worm or Caddis ; and theſe make the trout 
bold and luſty, and he is uſually fatter and bet- 
ter meat atthe end of that moneth, then at any 
time of the year, | 

Now you are to know, that it is obſerved, | 
that uſually the beſt trozts are either red or yel- | 
low, though ſome / as the Fordidge trout) be | 
white and yet good ; but that is not uſual : | 
and it is a note obſervable,that the female Trout | 
hath uſually a leſs head, and a deeper body than 
the male Tront 3 and is uſually the better meat: | 
and note that a hosback,and a little head to any 
fiſh, ether Tr.»t, Salmon, or other fiſh, is a ſign * 
chat that fiſh is in ſeaſon. | 

But yet you are to note, that as you ſee ſome 
Willows or palm-trees bud and bloſſom ſooner 
than others dog{o ſome Trouts be in ſome rivers | 
ſooner in ſeaſon; and as ſome Hollys or Oaks 
are longer before they caſt their leaves, ſoare 
ſome Trouts in ſome Rivers lonser before they 
SO out of ſeaſon. 

And you are to note, that there are ſeverall 
kinds of Trouts, though they all go under that 


ge- | 
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generall name ; juſt as there be tame and wil d 
Pigeons, and of rame there be Cropers, Carrier s, 
Raunts,(and too many to name) which all differ, 
and ſo do Troxts in their bigneſle, ſhape, and 
colour ; the great Kentiſh Hens may be an in- 
ſtance compared to other Hens, And doubt- 
lefſe there is a kind of fmall Tront, which will 
neyer thrive to be big , that breeds very many 
more than others do, that be of a larger lize - 
which you may rather believe, if you conlider 
that the little Wren and 7itmonſe will have 
twenty. young at a time, when uſually the no- 
ble Hank, or the Mulical T hraſſal or Blick: bird 
exceed not four or five. p 

And now I ſhall try my $kill t& catch a 
Trout, and at my next walking either this e- 


- vening,or to Motrow morning I will give you 


dire&ion. how you your ſelf ſhall fiſh for hip. 

Venat. Truſt me, Maſter, I ſee now it isa 
harder matter to catch a 7roxt than a Chb : for 
I have put on patience , and followed you this 
two hours, and not ſeen a Fiſh ftir, neither at 
your Minnow nor your Worm. 

Piſc. Well Scholar, you muſt indure worſe 
luck ſometime or you will never make a good 
Ansler, But what ſay you now ? there is. a 
Trout now, and a good one too, if I can bur 
hold him, and two or three turnes more will 
tire him : Now you ſee he lies ſtil!, and the 
fleight is to land him *. Reach me that Land- 

in 
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ing Net : So ( Sir )now he is mine own, what 
ſay you now ? is not this worth all my lahour 
and your patience? ' 

Venat. On my word Maſter, this is a gallant 
T7cut, what ſhall we dowith him? 

Piſc. Marry een eat him to ſupper : We'll 
go to my Hoſtis, from whence we came ; ſhe 
rold me, as I was goins out of door, that my 
brother Peter, a Sood Angler and a chearful 
companion, had ſent word he would lodge there 
to night,and bring a friend with him. MyjHoſtis 
has two beds, and, I know,you and I may have 
the beſt : we'l rejoice with my brother Peter 
and his friend, tell tales,or ſing Ballads,or make 
a Catch or find ſome harmleſle ſport to content 
us, andpaſſe away alittle time without offence 
to God or man. 

Venat. A match good Maſter lets go to that 
houſe for the linnen looks white , and ſmells of 
Lavender, and I lons tolie in a pair of ſheets 
that ſmell ſo : lets be going, good Maſter, for I 
am hungry again with fiſhing. 

Piſc. Nay , ftay a little good Scholar , 1 
caught my laſt 77.»; with a Worm, now I will 
put on a Minnow and trie a quarter of an hour 
about yonder trees for another, and ſo walk 
towards our Lodgins. Look you Scholar, 
thereabout weſhall have a bit preſently, or 
not at all : Have with you ( Sir!) on my word 
I have him. Oh it is a great "4 

Chu: 
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Chub, Come, hans him vpon that Willow 
twis, and lets be going. Bur turn out of the 
way a little, good Scholar, towards yonder 
high hedge : We'll (it whiltt this ſhower falls ſo 
gently upon the teemins earth, and gives yet 
a ſweeter ſmell to the lovely flowers that adorn 
theſe verdant Meadowes. 

Look ; under that broad Beech-tree, I ſate 
down, when I was laſt this way a fiſhins, -and 
the "birds in the adjoyning Grove ſeemed to 
have a friendly contention with an Eccho , 
whoſe dead voice ſeemed to live in a hallow 
tree,near to the brow of thatPrimroſe- hil,there 
I fate viewing the lilver-ſtreams glide ſilently 
towards their center, the tempeituous Sea : 
yet ſometimes oppoſed by rugged roots, and 
- pibble ſtones, which broke their waves , and 
turned them intofoam : and ſometimes I be- 
Suid time by viewing the harmleſſe Lambs , 
ſome leaping ſecurely in the cool ſhade, whilſt 
others ſported themſelvs in the chearful Sun: and 
ſaw others craving comfort from the ſwoln Ud- 
ders of their bleating Dams, As I thus fate theſe 
and other ſights had ſo fully poſſeſt my foul with 
content, that I thought as the Poet has happily 
expreſt it : 

I was for that time lifted abvoe earth ; 

And poſſeſt joyes not promis'd in my births 

AsT left this place, and entred into the next 


field, a ſecond pleaſure entertained me, 'wwas 
a 
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a handfome milk-maid, that had calt away all 
care, and ſung like a Nightingale : her voice 
was g00d, and the Ditty fitted for it, *twas that 
ſmooth ſong, which was made by Kit. Marlon, 
now at leait fifty years ago: avd the Milk- 
maids Mother ſuns an anſwer to it, wich was 
made by S.r Walt Raleigh in his younser 
Caves. 

They were old faſhioned Poetry,but choice - 
ly good, 1 think much better than the ſtrong 
lines that are now in faſhion in this criticall 
age. Look yonder, on my word, yonder they 
both be a milkins again, I will give her 
the Cab, and perſwade them to ling thoſe two 
ſongs to us. 

God ſpeed you good woman, I have been a 


F.ſhing, and am goins to Bleak- Ha'l to my 


bed, and having caught more Fiſh then wilt 
ſup my ſelf and my friend, I will beſtow this 
upon you and your Daughter, for 1 uſe to fell 
none. 

Milkw. Marrie God recquite you Sir, and 
wel eat it chearfully : and if you come this 
way a Fiſhing two months hence , a grace of 
God Ile give you a Silly bub ef new Verjuicez 
10 2natw made Hay-cock for it, and my Mand- 
lin ſhall ſins you one of her beſt Ballads, for ſhe 
and T both love all Anglers, they be ſuch ho- 
neſt, civil, quiet men; in the mean-time will 
you drinka draught of Red-Comes milk, you ſhall 
have it freely. | P iſc 
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Piſc. No, I thank you, but I pray do us a 
courteſie that ſhall ſtand you and your daugh- 
ter in nothins, and we w:ll think our ſelves {11 
ſomethings in your debt; itis butto tins ns a 
Sons, that was ſung by yon and your daughter, 
when TI laſt paſt over this Meadow, about eighr 
or nine dayes lince. 

Milk, What Sons was it, I pray? was it, 
Come Shepheards deck your heards, or, As at noon 
Dulcina reſted ; or, Philida flouts mz 3 or, Chevy 
Chaſe? 

Piſc. No, it is none of thoſe : it isa Sons, 
that your daughter ſuns the fictt part, and you 


ſung the anſwer to it. 


Milk, O,I know it now , I learni'd the firſt 
part in my golden age, when I was about the 
age of my poor daughter and the latter part, 
which indeed fits me beſt now, but twoor 
three years ago, when the cares of the Wotld 
began to take hold of me : but you ſhall, God 
willing, hear them both, and ſuns as well as 
wecan , for we both love Anslers. Come 
Marndlin, ling the firſt part to the Gentlemen 
with a merry heart, and Ile tins the ſecond, 
when you have done, 


The Milk-maids Sons. 


Come live with me, and be my L990, 
And we mill all the pleaſures precve 


T bat 
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That valleys, groves, or hills, 0 fields, | 
Or woods, and ſteepy mountains yeilds. | 


Where we will fit upon the Rocks, 

And ſee the Shepheards feed our fucks, 

By ſhallow Rivers, to whoſe falls, | 
Mellodious birds fing Madrigals, | 


And I will make thee beds of Roſes, 

And then a thouſand fragrant Poeſies, 

A Cap of flower, and a Kirtle 

Imbroidered all nith leaves of mirtles. | 


A Gomn maade of the fineſt wool 

Which from our pretty Lambs we pull ; 
Slippers lin*d choicely for the cold, 

With buckles of the pureſt gold. 


'AB-lt of Straw, and Ivy-buds, 
With Coral Claſps and Amber ſtuds : 
And if theſe pleaſures may thee nave, 
Come live with me and be my Love, 


T hy filver diſhes for thy meat, 
As pretions as the gods do eaty 
Shall on an Ivry table be 

Prepar* d each day for thee and me, 


The Shepherd's S pains ſhall dance and fing 
For thy delight each May-morning : 
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If theſe delights thy mind may move , 
Thc live with me, and be my Love. 


Venat. Truſt me, Maſter, it is achoice Song, 
and ſweetly ſuns by honelt anudlin. I now 
ſee it was not without cauſe, that our good 
Queen Elizabeth did ſo often wiſh her ſelfa 
Milkmaid all the moneth of ſay, becauſe 
they are not troubled with cares, but fins 
ſweetly all the day, and ſleep ſecurely all the 
night : and without doubt honeſt, innocent, 
pretty Malin does ſo. Ile beſtow Sir Thomas 
Overbary's Milk-maids wiſh upon her, That ſhe 
ny dy: in the Spring, and have good ſtore of flowers 
ſtack round about her winding ſheet. 


The Milk-maids Mothers Anſwer. 


Tf all the world and Love were young, 

' And truth in every Shepherds tongue, 
T heſe pretty pleaſures might me move 
To live with thee, and be thy Love. 


But time drives flocks from field to fold 
When rivers rage, and rocks grow co'd, 
And Philomel becometh dumb, 

T he Reſt complains of cares to come, 


T he flowers do fade, and wanton fields 
To wayward inter reckoning yeilds, 
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A honey tongn?, a heart of gall, 
Is fancies ſpring, but ſorrows fall, 


T hy gowns, thy ſhes, thy beds of roſes, 
Thy cap, thy kirtle, and thy poeſies, 

Soon break,, ſoon mither, ſoon forgotten, 
In folly ripe, in reaſon rotten. 


T hy Belt of Straw, and Ivy-buds, 
Thy Coral claſps, and Amber-ſtuds , 
All theſe in me no means can move 
To come to thee, and be thy Love, 


What ſhould we talk of dainties then, 
Of better meat than's fit for men ? 
T heſe are but vain : that's onely good 


Which God hath bleſt, and ſent for food. 


But could Youth laſt, and love fiull breed, 
Had joyes no date, nor age no need 3 

Then thoſe delights my mind might move, 
Tolive nith thee, and be thy Lowe, 


Piſc. Well ſans, good Woman, I thank you, 
Fle give you another diſh of Fiſh one of theſe 
dayes, and then beg another Song of you.Come 
Scholar, let Mandlin alone, do not you offer 
to ſpoil her voice. Look,yonder comes mine 
Hoſteſle to call us to ſupper. How now ? is my 
brother Peter come ? 

- Hoſt, 
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Hoſt. Yes, and a friend with him, they are 

both glad to hear you are in theſe parts, and 

long to ſee you, and are hungry, and long to 
be at ſupper. 


_—_ 


CHAP. V. 


More diretons how to fiſh for, and how to 
make for the Trout an artificial Minnow 


and Fly, and ſome merriment. 
would lodge here tonight, 


Piſc. V V 
and that hath made me and 


my friend caſt to lodge here too : My friend is 
one, that would fain be a brother of the Angle, 


Ell met Brother Peter, I 
heard you and a friend 


he hath been an Angler but this day, and I have 
taught him how to catch a Chub by dapping with 


| aGraſhoppers and he hath caught a luity one of 


nineteen inches long, But, I pray Brother,who 
is it, that is your companion. 

Peter, Brother Piſcator, my friend is an ho- 
neſt Country-man, and his name is Coridon, a 
moſt downright, wittie, and merry companion 
that met me here purpoſely to eat a trout, and 
to be pleaſant, and I have not yet wet my 

ine (ince I came from home : but I will 
it him to morrow with a trout for his 
G break-' 
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breakfaſt, if the weather be any thing like. 

Piſc. Nay, brother, you ſhall not delay him 
ſo long, for look you, here is a T ro: 


| 


[ 


will fill Gx reaſonable bellies. Come Hoſteſs, 
dreſs it preſently , and ger us what ether meat ! 
the houſe will afford, and give us ſome of your | 
beſt Barley-wine , the good _ that our ho- 
neſt Forefathers did uſe to drink of, which pre- 
ſerved their health,and made them live ſo long, 
and to do ſo many $60d deeds. 

Peter. On my word this Tront is in perfect 
ſeaſon. Come, I thank you, and here is a hearty | 
draught to you, and to all the brothers of the 
Angle whereſoever they be , and to my young 
brothers $ood fortune to morrow : I will fur- 
niſh him with a Rod, if you will furniſh him 
with the reſt of the Tackling , we will ſet him 
1p and make him a Fiſher. t 


And I will tell him one thins for his incou- 
ragement, 


— 
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ragement, that his Fortune hath made him hap- 
py to be a Scholar to ſuch a Maſter ; a Maſter 
that knows as much both of the nature and 
breeding of fiſh as any man : and can alſo tell 
him as well how to catch and cook them , from 
the innow to the Salmon , as any that I ever 
met withall. 

Piſc. Truſt me, brother Peter, I find my 
Scholar to be fo ſutable ro my own humour, 
which is to be free and pleaſant , and civilly 
merry , that my reſolution is to hide nothing 
that I know from him. Believe me , Scholar, 
this is my reſolution; and ſo here's to you a 
hearty draught , and to all that love us, and the 
honeſt Artof Angling. 

Ven. Truſt me, good Maſter, you ſhall not 
ſow your ſeed in barren ground , for I bope to 
return you an increaſe anſwerable to your 
hopes 3 but however you ſhall find me obedi- 
ent, and thankful, and ſerviceable to my beſt 
abilitie. 

Piſc. *Tis enough , honeſt Scholar , come 
lets to ſupper, Come my friend Coridon this 
T rout looks lovely , it was twentie two inches 
when it was taken, and the belly of it looked 
ſome part of it as yellow as a Marigold , and 
part of it as white as alilly , and yet me thinks 
it looks better in this geod ſawce. 

Cor, Indeed honeſt friend, it looks well, and 
taſtes well, I thank you for it, and ſo does my 
G 2 friend - 
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friend Peter, or elſe he is too blame. 

P:t. Yes, and ſe I do, we all thank you, and 
when we have ſupt, I will get my friend Coriden 
to fns yo u a Song for requital. 

Cor. I will ſing a fong, if any body will ſing 
another ; elſe, to be plain with you, 7 will ſing 
roxe : I am none of thoſe that ling for meat, bur 
for company -: I ſay, *7is merry in Hall, when 
wen ſong all, 

Piſc. T1 promiſe you I'{ {ing a ſongythat was 
lately made at my requeſt, by Mr. #il/.am Baſſey | 
one that hath made the choice ſongs of the | 
Hunter in his careere, and of Tom of Bed/cmm, and | 
many ethers of note ; and this that I will ling is | 
in praiſe of Angling, | 

Cor. And then mine ſhall be the praiſe of a 
Country mans life ; What will the reſt ling of ? | 

Pet. I will promiſe you, I will ſing another | 
ſons in praiſe of Angling to morrow night, | 
for we will not part till then, but Fiſh to mor- | 
row, and ſup together, and the next day every 
man'leave Fiſhing, and fall to his bulinefle. 

Venat, "Tis a match, and will provide you | 
a Song or a Catch againſt. then too, which | 


ſhall give ſome addition-of mirth to the com- 
pany; for we will be civil and merry too. | 
Piſc. Tis a match my Maſters, lets ev*n ſay | 
Grace, and turn to the fire, drink the other | 
cup to wet our whiſtles, and fo ling away all | 
£d thoughts. p 
Come 


” 
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| Come on my Maſters, who begins? I think 
| it is beſt to draw cuts, and avoid contention, 
Pet. It is a match. Look, the ſhorreſt cut fals 
to Coridon. 
Cor. Well then, I will begin, for I hate con- 
tention, 
ConiDons Sons, 


Oh the ſweet contentment 
The country-man doth find ! 
' high trolollie lollie loe 
hioh trolollie lee , 
That quiet contemplation 
Pſſeſſeth all my mind : 
Then care away, 
and wend along with me. 


| For Conrts are full of flatteryg 
| As hath too oft been tri'd ; 
high trolollie lollie loe, & ce 
| T he City full of wantonnefſe, 
) and both are fall of pride : 
30 Then care away, &Cc. 


Bat oh the honsſt Country-man. 
Ay: Speaks truely from his beart, 
high trolollie lollie [ve, Fc. 
\ ec Hispride is in his tillage 
| his horſes, and his cart : 
v4 -| Then care away, &c. 
| : G. 3 Onr 
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Oar cloathing is good ſheep «hang, d 
Gray ruſſet 7.4 $. = ag | | 

high trolollie lollie loey& ce | 
'Tis warmth and net gay cloathing 
that doth prolong our lives : 
Then care away, &c. 


T he ploughman, though be labor hard, 
Yet on the Holy-Day)s 
high trolollie lollie loey&c. 
No Emperour ſo merrily 
does paſſe his time away : 
Then care away, &c. 


To recompence our tillage, | 


The Heavens afford #s ſhowr: ; 
high trolollie lollie loe, fc. 

And for our [weet refreſhments 

the earth affords us bowers : 
Then care away, &c, 


| The Cuckoe and the Nightingale 
Full merily do ſing, 
| vigh trolol he lollie loe, &c. 
And nith their pleaſant roundelaies | 


bid nelcometo the Spring, 
Then care away, &c. 


T his is not half the hapyin:(s | 
the country man inpoyes 3 | 


: - opes ; | 
h:gh trolollie lollie loey+c. Thingh | 
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Though others think they have as much, 
get he that ſays ſp lies : 

Then come away,turn 

Country man with me. 


To, Chalkbill * 


Piſc. Well fnng Coridon, this Song was 
ſung with mettle, and it was chojcely fitted to 
the occalion ; I ſhall loye you for it as lons as I 
know yecu 3 1 would you were a brother * the 
Angle , for a companian that is chearful.,, and 
free from ſwearing and ſcurrilous diſcourſe , is 
worth gold. I love ſuch mirth as does not 
make friends aſhamed to look upon one another 
next morning ; nor men ( that cannot well bear 
it) to repent the money they ſpend when they 
be warmed with drink : and take this for a 
rule, You may pick out ſuch times and fach 
companies, that you may make your ſelves 
merrier for a little thang great deal of money ; 


for 'Tis the company and nat the charge that m-kes. 


the feaſt : and ſuch a companion you prove , I 
thank you for it. 


But I will not complement you out of the | 


debt that I owe you, and therefore I will begin 
my Song, and wiſh it may be as well liked. 


G 4 The 
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The Anglers Song. 


As inward love breeds outward talk, 
The Hound ſome praiſe, and ſome the Hawk ; 
Some better pleas'd with private ſport, 
Hſe Tenis, ſome a Miſtreſs court * 
Buttheſe delights I neither wiſh, 
Nor envy, while I freely fiſh. 


— ſl 


Who hunts, doth oft in danger ride 
Who Hawks, lures oft both far and wide , 
Who uſes Games, ſhall of ten prove 
A loſer 3 bat who falls in love, 

[s fettered in fond Cupids ſnare : 

My Angle breeds me no ſuch carte 


Of Recreation there is none 
So free as Fiſhing is alone ; 
All other paſtimzes do no leſſe | 
T han mind and body both poſſeſſe : | 
My hand alone my work can do, 
So I can fiſh and ſtudy too. 


T care not, T, to fiſh in ſeas, 
Freſhrroers beſt my mind do pleaſe, 
Whoſe ſmzet calm courſe I contemplate, 
A nd ſeek mn life to imitate : 

In civilbounds I fain would keep, 

And fur my paſt offences weep, 1-1 


- 
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And when the timurous Trout I wait 

To takey and he devours my bait, 

How poor a thing ſometimes [I find 

Will captivate a greedy mind : 
And when none ite, I praiſe the wiſe, 
Whom vain allurements ne*re ſurpriſe. 


Fut yet thiugh while I ſh, IT foſt s 
I make good fortune my repaſt : | 
And thereunto my friend invite, 
In nhom I more than that delight : 
Who is more welcom to my diſh, 
Then to my ansle was myfiſh, 


As well content no prize to take, 
Als uſe of taken prize to make : 
For ſo our Lord was plecſed when 
He Fiſhers made fiſhers of men : 
ere (which is in no other game) 
A man miy fiſh and praiſe his Name 


T he firſt men that our Saviour dear 
Did chaſe to wait #pon him here, 
Bleſt Fiſhers were, and fiſh the l:ſt 
Food was, that he on earth did taſte. 

I therefore ſtrive to follow thoſe, 
Wham be to follow him bath choſe, 
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Cor. Well ſung brother, you have paid your 
debt in $ood coiney we Anglers are all behold- 
ing to the good man that made this Song, 
Come Hoſteſs, give us more Alezand lets drink 
to him. | 

And now lets every one go to bed that we | 
may riſe early 3 but firſt lets pay our reckoning, 
for I will have nothins to hinder me in the 
morning, for my purpoſe is to prevent the Sun- 
rilins, 

Pet. A: match 3 Come Coridon, you are to be 
my Bed-fellow : I know , brother, you and 
your Scholar will lie together 3 but where ſhall 
we mee: to morrow night? for my friend Co- 
ridon a1id I will go up the water towards Ware. 

P''c, And my Scholar and I will go down 
tow: rds 2!tam. 

Cor. Then lets meet here, for here are freſh 
ſheets that ſmell of Lavender, and I am ſure we 
cannot expect better meat , or better uſage in 
any place. 

Pet. "Tis a match. Good night to every body. 

Piſ-. And ſoſay TI. 

Vernat. And (o ſay I. 


| 


Piſc. Good morrow good Hoſteſs, I ſee my, 
brother Peter is (till in bed : Come give my 
Scholar and me a Morning-drink, and a bit o 
meat to breakfaſt , and be ſure to get a good 
d:{h of meat or two againſt ſupper, for we ſhall 

come 
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come home as hungry as Hawks. Come Scho 
lar, lets be going. 

Venat. Well now, good Maſter, as we walk 
towards the River give me direction , accor- 
ding to your promiſe , how I ſhall fiſh for a 
Trout, 

Pijc. My honeſt Scholar, I will take this ve- 
ry convenient opportunity to do it. 

The Trout is uſually caught with a wor» or 4 
Minn 'w, ( which fome call a Pinke ) or with a 


and| flie, viz.either a natural or an artificia! flie - con- 


hall 
Co- 


cerning which three I will give you ſome obfer- 
vations and directions. 

And firſt for Worms : Of theſe there be very 
many ſorts, ſome bred onely in the earth, as the 
Earth-worm , others of or among{t Planjs, as 
the Dag-worm ; and others bred either out of 
excrements,or in the bodies of living creatures, 
as in the horns of Sheep or Deer; or ſome of 
dead fleſh,as the Magnt or genile,andothers. 

Now theſe be moſt of them particularly 
good for particular Fiſhes : but for the Trout 
the dew-worm , ( which ſome alſo call the Eob- 
zorm)and the Brandling are the chief; and eſpe- 
cially the firſt for a great Trout , and the latter 
for a leſs. There be alſo of JL:b-w3-275 ſome 
called ſqnirel-tayles , (a worm that has a red 
head, a ftreak down the back, and a broad tail) 
which are noted to be tie beſt , becauſe they 
are the tougheſt and molt lively , and live _ 

ge 
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o2(tinthe water : for you are to know, that a 
dead worm ts H1ta dead bit, and like to catch 
n3:1in5, comoared to a lively, quick, ſtirring 
worm : an1 f9ra Brand/mng, he is uſually found 
in ar ol4 dinz3nl, or ſome very rotten place 
nearto it : bþ1t m2 uſually in Cox-duns. or 
11553-dun3, rather than torſe-duns, which is 
ſomewhat tod hot and dry for that worm. But 
the belt of them are to be f9o::nd inthe bark of 


— 


the Tanners waich the/7 cat up in heaps after | 


they have uſed it ab5ne their leather. 

There are alſo divers other kinds of worms 
which for color and ſhape altereven as the 
ground ont of which thzy ae got, as the marſh- 
worm, the tag-tai:,the ſf.zg»wrms, the dock-worm, 
the oak-wor 2, the gilt-tay/e, the twachel or lob- 
warm ( wich of all other is the moſt ,excellent 
bait for a $4/n2 ) and too many to name, even 
az many forts, as ſome think there 'be of ſeveral 
hearbs or ſhrud9s, or of ſeveral kinds of birds 
in the air 3 of which I ſhall ſay no more, 
but tell yo1, that what worms ſoever you fiſt 
witlh, are the b2tter for beins long kept before 
they be uſed ; and in caſe you have not been ſo 
provident , then the way to cleanſe and ſcour 
them quickly, is to put them all night in water, 
if they be L b-»:rms, and then put them into 
your bag with fennel : buc you muſt not put 
your Brandlinz3 above an hour in water, and 
then put taeminto fenge] for ſudden uſe : but if 


You 
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| you have time and purpoſe to keep them long, 
then they be beit preſerved in an earthen por 
with good ſtore of Mefſe, which is to be freſh 
every three or four cayes in Sur mer, and eve- 
ry week or eight dayes in Winter:or at leaſt the 
moſle taken from them, zrd cleen wiſhed, and 
, | wruns betwixt your hands till it bedry, and 
, | thenpu@it to them again. And when your 
worms, eſpecially ite Brerdling begins to be 
lick, and loſe of his bigneſie, then you may | 
recover him, by putting a little milk or cream | 
( about a ſpoonſvl in a day ) intothem by drops 
on the mcfle ; ard if there be added to the 
cream an egve beaten and boiled init, then it 
will both fatten, and preſerve them lons. And 
note, that when the kxct, which is near to the 
middle of the /r-ndiirg begins to ſwell, then he 
is lick, and, if he be not well look'd to, is near 
dying. And for mcfle, you a1e tonote, that 
there be divers kinds of it, which I could name 
toyon, but will orely tell you, that that which 
is ltkeſt a Pucks-Trn isthe beſt, except it be 
white mofle, which grows cn forre heaths, and | 
" is hard to be fovnd. And note, that in a very | 
| 
[ 
| 


YOGI - 


| dry time, when you areput to an extremity for 
worms, Walnut-tree leaves {quee: ' into warer, 
or ſalt in Water, tomake ittbitter or ſalt and 
then that water poured on the ground, where 
you ſhall ſee worms are uſed to riſe in the nighe, | 
will make them to :ppear above ground pre- 
lently, And 
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And now, I ſhall ſhew you how to bait your 
hook with a worm , ſo as ſhall prevent you 
from much troublezand the loſs of many a hook 
too ; when you Fiſh for a Troxt with a running 
line : that is to ſay, when you fiſh for him by 

| hand at the ground , I will dire& you 1n this as 
| plainly as I can, that you may not miſtake. | 
| Smpoſe it be a big Lob-worm, put your hook, into 
him ſomewhat above the middlegand ont again a lit- | 
tle below the middle : having ſo done,draw your worm 
above the :rming of your hook_, but note that at the 
entr ing of your Pb muſt not be at the head-end of | 
the wormybut at the taile- end if him, that the point)! = 
ef your hook 124 come out toward the bnakentNent | 
having drawn hin above the arming of your hook , 
then put the point of your hook 2gain into the wery 
bead f the worm, till it come near to the place where 
the point of the hook firſt came out : and then draw 
back, that part of the worm that was above the ſhank, 
or «rming of your hok., and ſo fiſh with it. And if 
Jou memn to fiſh with two worms 5 then pat the ſe- 
cond on before you turn back_ the hooks-head of the | 
firſt worm, you cannet loſe above two or three worms ) 
before you attain to what [ direct you;and having at- 
tain'd it,you will find it very uſeful,and thank me for 
it : For you will run on the ground without tangling. 

Now for the inn or Penk, he is ealily 

found and caught in Arch, or in April , for 
then he appears in the River, , but Nature hath 
taught him to ſhelter and hide himſelf in the} 
Winer 
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Winter in ditches that be near to the River, 
and there both to hide and keep himſelf warm 


| inthe mud or in the weeds , which rot not ſo 


ſoon as in a running River, in which place if 
he were in Winter,the diftempered Floods that 
are uſually in that ſeaſon , would ſuffer him to 
take no reſt, but carry him head-long to Mills 
and Weires to his confulion. And of theſe 
Minnows , firſt you are to know ,. that the bis- 
geſt ſize is not the beſt ; and next, thatthe mid- 
dle (ize and the whiteſt are the beſt : and then 
you are to know , that your 44innow mult be ſo 
put on your hook that it muſt turn round when 
'tis drawn againſt the ſtream, and that it may 
turn nimbly , you muſt put it on a big-l1zed 
hook as I ſhall now dire& you , which is thus, 
Put your hook in at his mouth and out at 
his gill , then having drawn your hook 2 or 
3 inches boyond or through his gill , put it a- 
Sain into his month,and the point and beard our 
at his taile , and then tie the hook and his taile 
about very neatly with a white thred,which will 
make it the apter to turn quick in the water : 
that done pull back that part of your line which 
was ſlack when you put your hook into the 
Minnow the ſecond time. I ſay pull that part of 
it back ſo that it ſhall faſten the head, ſothat 
the body of the 2ſinnow ſhall be almolt ftreight 
on your hook 3 this done, try how it will turn 
by drawins it croſs the water or againſt a 
ftreamy 
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ſtream, and if it do not turn nimbly, then turn 
the tail a little to the right or left hand, and try 
again, till it turn quick ; for 1f not you are 
in danger to catch nothing , for know that 
it is impoſſible that it ſhould turn too quick: 
And you are yet to know , that in caſe you 
want a innow, then a ſmall L:ch, or a Stick/e= 
bag, or eny other ſmall fiſh will ſerve as well : 
And you are yet to know , that you may falt, 
and by that means keep them fit for uſe three 
or four days or longer, and that of ſalt, bay-ſalr 
is the belt, 

And here let me tell you, what many old 
Anglers know right well, that at ſome time, 
and in ſome waters a 4innoy is not to be got, 
and therefore let me tell you, I have { which I 
will ſhew to you ) an artificial Minnoy, that will 
catch a Trout as well as an artificial Fl/ie, and it 
was made by a handſome Woman that had a 
hne hand, and a live Minnow lyins by her : the 
141d or budy of the Minnow was cloth, and wrought 
u5on or over it thus with a needle: the back of it with 
zery/ſad French green fi.k, and paler green ſilk to= 
wards the belly,ſhadowed as perfettly as you canim- 
-oineguſt as you ſee aMinnow3the belly was wronght 
ciſo with a needle , and it was a part of it white filk,, 
and another part of it with ſolver thred, the tail and 
fins were of a qu'!, which was ſhavin thin, the eyes 
were of twa [i:tle black beads, an1 the head was .ſo 
ſh.:dowed, end ll of i: ſo curiouſly wrought, and (6 
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excaftly diſſembled, that it would begaile cny ſharpe 
frahted Tront in a ſwift ſtream, And this Minnuw 
I will now ſhew you, and if you like it, lend it yen, to 
have two or three m.:de by it , for they be eaſily car- 
ryed about an Angler,and be of excellent uſe ; for 
note , that a lorge Trout will come 2s firrcely at a 
Minnow , as the higheſt mettie Hawk doth ſeize 
on a Partridg, or a Greyhound on a H.re. 1 have 
been told , that 160 minnows have been found 
ina Trouts belly, either the Trout had devou- 
red ſo many, or the Miller that gave ita friend 
of mine had forced them down his throat after 
he had taken him. 

Now for Flies,which is the third bait where- 
with Trouts are uſually taken. You are to 
know, that there are as many ſorts of Flies as 
there be of Fruits : I will name you but ſome 
of themzas the d#n-flie, the ſtone +flie, the red-fl e, 
the mour-flie , the tawny- flie , the ſoell-flie , the 
cloudy, or blackiſh flie, the fl -g- fliesthe wine-flie: 
tnere be of flies, Caterpi/lars, and Canker- flies, 
and Bear- flies , and indeed too many either for 
me to name or for you to remember: and their 
breeding is fo various and wondertul, thar I 
might ealily amaze my ſelf, and tire you in a 
relation of them. 

Andyet I will exe-ciſe your promiſed pati- 
ence by ſayins a little of the Caterpillar or the 
Paimer-flie or worm , that by them you may 
Suefle what a work it were in a D:ſcourſe but 
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torun over thoſe very many flies, worms, and 
little living crea tures with which the Sun and | 
Summer adorn and beantifie the River banks | 
and Meadows ; both for the recreation and con- 
remplation of us Anglers, and which (I think) 
my ſelf enjoy more then any other man that is | 
not of my pr ofelſion. | 
Pliny holds an opinion, that many have their 
birth or being from a dew that inthe Spring 
falls upon the leaves of trees ; and that ſome 
kinds of them are from a dew left upon herbs 
or ficwers 3 and others from a dew left upon 
Colworts or Cabbages : All which kinds of 
dews being thickned and condenſed, are by the 
Suns generative heat moſt of them hatch'd, and 
in three dayes niade living creatures ; and theſe 
of ſeveral ſhapes and colours 3 ſome being hard 
and tough , ſome ſmooth and ſoft 3 ſome are 
horned in their head , ſome in their tail, ſome | 
have none : ſome have hair , ſome none : ſome 
have (:xteen feet, ſome lefle, and ſome have 
none, but (as our T op/el hath with great 
In tis Þi- djligence obſerved ) thoſe which have 
AM none , move upon the earth or upon 
broad leaves , their motion beins not | 
unlike to the waves of the ſea, Some of them 
he alſo obſerves to be bred of the Eggs of other | 
Caterpillars, and that thoſe in their time turn | 
to be Butter-flyes : and again, that their Eggs ' 
tara the following yeer to be ap +} 
And 


EET 


—_ 


The C omplete Angler. 99 


And ſome aftirm, that every plant has his parti- 
cular flye or Caterpillar, which it breeds and 
feeds. I have ſeen, and may therefore affirm 
it : agreen Caterpillar, or worm, as big as a 
ſmall Peafcod, which had fourteen legs, eight 
on the belly, four under the neck, and two near 
the tail. It was found on a hedge of Priver, 
and was taken thence, and put into a large 
Box , and a little branch or two of Privet 
pat toit, on which I ſaw it feed as ſharply as 
a dog gnaws a bone : it lived thus five or 1x 
daies, and thrived, and changed the colour rwo 
or three times,but by ſome negle& in the keep- 
er of it, it then dyed and did not turnto a flye : 
but if it had lived, it had doubtlefle tur- 
ned to one of thoſe flies that ſome call flies 
of prey, which thoſe that walk by the Rivers 
may in Summer, lee faſten on ſmaller flies, and 
I think make them their food. And *tis obſer- 
vable, that as there be theſe flies of prev which 
be very large, ſo there be others very little,cre- 
ated I think onely to feed them, and bred out of 
T know not what ; whoſe life, they fay, Nature 
intended not to exceed an hour, and yet that 
life is thus made ſhorter by other flies, or acci- 
dent. 

'Tis endleſs to tell you what the curious ſear- 
chers into Natures productions have obſerved 
of theſe Worms and Flies : But yet I ſhall tell 
you what A/drot-:ndiz, our T op/e!, and others 
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jay of the Palmer-worm or Caterpillar , That | 


whereas others content themſelves to feed on 


particular herbs or leaves, (for moſt think thoſe 


very leaves that gave them life and ſhape, give 
them a particular feeding and nouriſhment,and 


that upon them they uſually abide) yet he ob- | 


ſerves, that this is called a pilgrim or palmer- 
x0rmz, for his very wandring life and various 
food ; not contenting himſelf (as others do) 
with any ore certain place for his abode, nor a- 
ny cer:ain kind of herb or flower for his fee- 
ding ; but will boldly and diſorderly wander 
vp and down, and not endure to be kept to a 
Ciet, or fixt to a particular place. 

Nay, the very colour of Caterpillars are, as 
one has obſerved, very elegant and beautiful : 
I ſhall (for a talte of the rett) deſcribe one of 
them, which I will ſometime the next moneth 
ſhew you feeding on a Willow-tree, and you 
thall end him punctually to anſwer this very 
deſcription; His lips nd mouth ſumewhat yellows 
his eyes bluck_as Jet, his forehead pupple, his feet 
and hind:r parts green, his tayl two forked and 
bl-ck , the whole lody ſt:in'd with a kind of red ſpots 
hich ri along the neck_and ſhou'der-blade,not un- 
lite the form of Saint Andrew's Croſſe, or the let= 
trr X, made thus croſſe-wiſegand a white line drawn 
dywn his back to his tail ; all which add much beau- 
ty to his whole body, And it is to me obſervable, 
tnac at a fhxed age this Caterpillzy gives over to 
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eat, and towards Winter comes to be covered 
over with a ſtrange ſhell or crutt called an Au- 
relia, and ſo lives a kind of dead life, without 
eatins all the Winter ; and (as others  _. 

: View Sit 
of ſeveral kinds turn to be ſeveral F,«. Bic 
kinds of flies and vermin the Spring eper- 725 


following)ſo this Caterpiller then turns w | hay 
to be a painted Butter-fly. Hiſtory” , 


Come, come my Scholar, you fee the Riyer 
ſtops our morning walk, and I will alfo her? 
{top my diſcourſe, onelyas we lit down under 
this Hmey-ſuckle hedge, whilſt IT looka Line to 
fit the Rod that our brother Peter hath lent you, 
I ſhall for a little conarmation of what I have 
ſaid, repeat the obſervation of D Bartas : 


Grd not contented to each kind to give, Gy : W 
And to infuſe the vertu? generative, 
By his wiſe poxer made mmy creatures Lreed 


Of livelefſe lodies withiut Venus deed, 


Sa the cold hunzor breeds the Salamander, 
Who (in fect) like to her births comm »ndery 
With child with hundred winter; with her 1049 

n 1 
Quencheth the fire though glowing ne're ſo much, 


S901 the fire in burning f1*n ce ſprings 
The Fly Pera afta with the flaming WINGS 3 
With'ut the fire it dyery in it it 10yes, 
Ling in that which all things elſe deſtroyes. 
3 S) 
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ne , : View Geth. 
$» ſlow Br O'es underneath him ſees Mcrbal and 


In th' Icy Iſlinds goſlings hatcht of trees, Cambden- 
Worſe fruitful leaves falling into the water, 
Are turn'd (*tis knonn) to living few!s ſoon after. 


So rotten p'anks of broken ſhips do change 
To Barnacles. O transformation ſtrange } 
"Twas firſt a green tree, then a Lreken hull, 
Lately a muthrom?, now a flying Gull, 


Venat. O my good Maſter, this morning 
walk has been ſpent to my great pleature and 
wonder : butI pray, when ſhall I have your 
dreftion how to make artificial flies, like to 
thoſe tuat the Trout loves beſt? and alſo how 
to uſe them ? 

Piſc. My honeſt Scholarg it is now paſt five 
of the Clock, we will fiſh till nine, and then $0 
to breakfaſt : Go you to yonder Sycomore-tree, 
and hide your Bottle of drink under the hollow 
root of it; for about that time, and in that 
place, we will make a brave breakfaſt with a 
piece of powdered Beef, and a Radjſh or two 
that I have in my Fiſh-bas 3 we ſhall, I warrant 
you, make a good, honeſt, wholſome, hungry 
breakiaſt, and I will give you direRion for the 
making and uſing of your flie : and in the 
mean time there is your Rod and Line, and my 
advice is, that you fiſh as yon ſee me *, 

an 
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and let's try which can catch the firſt Fiſh» 

Venat. I thank you Maſter, I will obſerve 
and practice your direction as far as I am able. 

Piſc. Look you Scholar, you ſee I have hold 
of a good Fiſh : I now ſee it is a Trout, I pray, 

ut that Net under him, and touch not my line 
= if you do, then we break all. Well done 
Scholar, I thank yous 

Now for another. Truſt me I have another 
bite : come Scholar, come lay down your Rod, 
and help me to land rhis as you did the other. 
So , now we ſhall be ſure to have a good diſh of 
fiſh for ſupper. 

Venat. 1 am glad of that; but I have no for- 
tun2 ; ſure,Maſter, yours is a better Rod, and 
better tacklins. 

PiJc. Nay , then take mine, and I will 6h 
with yours. Look you , Scholar , I have ano- 
ther ; come, do as you did before. And now I 
have a bite at another : Oh me ! he has broke 
all ; there's half a line and a good hook loſt. 

Venat. Maſter, I can neither catch with the 
firſt nor ſecond Angle : I have no fortune, 

Piſc, Look youy Scholar\l have yet ano hzr: 
and now having caught three brace of Trovts, 
I will tell you a ſhort Tale as we walk towards 
our breakfaſt : A Schlar ( a Preacher I ſrou'd 
ſay ) tht was to preach to procure the approbation of 
a Pariſh, that he might be their L:(turer, had g:t 
from his Fellow-pupil the copy of a Sermon that was 
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firſt preached with a great commendatun Ly him that 
ccmpoſed ond preach'd it ; and though the lorrower 
of it preach'd it word for word, as it was at firſt, yet 
it was utterly diſliked as it was preached by the ſe- 
cond :; which the ſermm-bcrrower complained of to 
the lender of it, and was thus anſwered 3 T lent you 
indeed my Fiddle, Lut not my Fiddleſtick 5 for yore 
are to knowy, that every one cannot mike muſick with 
my words, which are fitted for my own month, And 
ſo, my Scholar, you are to know, that as the ill 
pronunciation or ill accenting of words in a 
Se:mon ſpoils it,ſo the ill carriage of your line, 
or not fiſhing even to a foot ina right place, 
makes you loſe your labour : and you are to 
know, that though you have my Fiddle, that is, 
my very Rod and Tacklings with which you 
ſee I catch Fiſh, yet you have not my Fiddle- 
ftick., that is, you yet have not skill to know 
how to carry your hand and line, nor how to 
guide it to a right place : and this muſt be 
taught you (for you are to remember I told 
you, Angling is an Art) either by praftice,or a 
lons obſervation, or both. Burt take this for a 
rule, when you fiſh for a Trout witha Worm, 
let your line have ſo much, and not more Lead 
than will fit the ſtream in which you fiſh; that 
is to ſay, more in a great troubleſome {tream 
than ina ſmaller that is quierer; as near as may 
be, ſo much as will link the bait to the bottom, 
and keep it {till in motion, and not more, 
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But now lets ſay Grace and fall to breakfaſt : 
what ſay you, Scholar, to the providence of an 
old Angler ? does not this meat taſte well ? and 
was not this place well choſen to eat it? for 
this Sycamore-tree will ſhade us from the Suns 
heat. 

Venat. All excellent good, and my ſtomach 
excellent good too, And I now remember 
and find that true which devout Leſſins ſayes, 
T hat poor men, and thoſe that f iſt of ten, have much 
mire pleaſure in eating than rich men and gluitons, 
that alnayes feed before their ſtomachs are empty of 
their laſt meat,and ſo rob themſelves of that pleaſure 
that hunger Lrings to poor men, And I do ſeriouſly 
approve of that ſaying of yours, That you had 
rother be a civil well-grounded, temperate p:or An- 
ger, than a drunk:n Lord, But I hope there is 
none ſuch, however I am certain of this, that I 
have been at many very coſtly dinners that 
have not afforded me half the content that this 
has done, for which I thank God and you. 

And now good Maſter, proceed to your pro- 
miſed direion for making and ordering my 


| Artificial flie. 


Piſc, My honeſt Scholar, 1 will do it, 'for it 
is a debt due unto you by my promiſe : and 
becauſe you ſhall not think your felf more en- 
$aged to me than indeed you really are, I will 
reely give you ſuch direRions as were lately 
Siven to me by an ingenuous brother of the 

Angle, 
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Angle, an honeſt man, and a moſt excellent 


F. je-fiſher. 

Youare to note, that there are twelve kinds 
of Artificial made Flies to Angle with upon the 
top of the water , ( note by the way , that the 
ficteſt ſeaſon of nling theſe is in a bluſtering 
windie day , when the waters are ſo troubled 
that the nacural flie cannot be ſeen , or reſt up- 
on them. ) The firſt is the dun-flie in March the 
body is made of dx wool, the wings of the 
Partridges feathers. The ſecond, is another 
dun-fly, the body of Black, woo!, and the wings 
made of the black Drakes feathers, and of the 
feathers under his taile, The third is the /fone- 


fly in April, the body is made of b/ack woo! made | 


yellow under the wings , and under the taile, 
and ſo made with wings of the Drake. The 
fourth is the r#ddy-fly in the beginning of ay, 
the body made of red-wool wrapt about with 
black (ilk, and the feathers are the wings of the 
Drake, with the feathers of a red Capon alſo, 
which hang dangling on his fides next to the 
tail, The fifth is the y:/low or greeniſþ-fly( in 
May likewiſe ) the body made of yel/ow woo!!, 
and the wings made of the red cocks hackel or 
tail. The (1xth is,the black-fly in May alſo, the 


boy made of b'ach-wo1l and lapt about with | 


the herle of a Peacocks tail ; the wings are 

made of the wings of a brown Capon with his 

þlue feathers in his head. The ſeventh is = 
ſa 
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fad jellow-fliz in June, the body is made of black- 
xoo!, with a yellow liſt on either fide, and the 
wings taken off the wings of a Buzzard, bound 
with black braked hemp. The eight is the moo» 
riſh fly made with the body of duskiſh wool!, 
and the wings made of the blackiſh mail of the 
Drake. The ninth is the tawny:- fly, good untill 
the middle of June 3 the body made of tawny- 
xool, the wings made contrary one againſt the 
other, made of the whitiſh mail of the wild 
Drake. The tenth is the Waſp-fly in Ja!y, the 
body made of black wool, Iapt about with yel- 
Jow (ilk, the wings made of the feathers of the 
Drake, or of the Buzzard. The eleventh is the 
ſhell-fly, good in mid July, the body made of 
greeniſh wool, lapt about with the herle cf a 
Peacocks tail; and the wings made of the 
wings of the Buzzard, The twelfth is the dark 
Dr:ke-fly, $ood in Angyſt, the body made with 
black, wool, lapt about with black (lk ; his 
wings are made with the mail of the black 
Drake, with a black head. Thus have you a 
Jury of flies likely to betray and condemn all 
the Trouts in the River. 

I ſhall next give you ſome other DireAions 
for Flie-fiſhins, ſuch as are given by Mr. Tho- 
mas Barker, a Gentleman that hath ſpent much 
time in Fiſhing : but Iſhall do it with a little 
variation, 

Firſt, let your Rod be light, and very gentle, 

I 
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I take the beſt to be of two pieces, and let not 


your Line exceed (eſpecially for three or four 
links next to the hook) I ſav, not exceed three 


or four hairs at the moſt, though you may Fiſh | 


a little ſtronger above in the upper part of your 
Line : but if you can attain to Angle with one 


hair, you ſhall have more rifes and catch more | 


F.ſh. Now you muſt be ſure not to cumber 


your ſelf with too longs a Line, as moſt do : | 


and before you begin to Ansle, caſt to have 
the wind on your back, and the Sun (if it 
ſhines) to be betore vou, and to Fiſh ion the 


ſtream ; and carry the point or top ot your | 
Rod downward, by which means the ſhadow of 


vour ſelf, and Rod too will be the leatt offen- 
five to the Fiſh, for the (light of any ſhade ama- 
z2s the Fiſh, and ſpoils your ſport, of which 
you mult take a great care. 

In the middle of Mrch (till which time a 
man ſhould not in honeſty catcha Trout) or in 
April, if the weather be dark, or a little win- 
dy or cloudy , the beit Fiſhing is with the 
Palmer-worm, of which I laſt ſpoke to you, 


but of theſe there be divers kinds, or at leaſt of | 


divers colours; theſe and the May-fly are the 
ground of all Flie-anglins, which are to be 
thus made. 

Firſt, you muſt arm your hook with the line 
in the inſide of it, then take your Sciflers, and 
cat ſo much of a brown Malards feather as in 

your 
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your own reaſon will make rhe wings of it, 
you having withal regard to the bignefle or 
littlenefſe of your hook, then lay the outmoſt 
part of your feather next to your hook, then the 
point of your feather next the ſhank of your 
hook ; and having ſo done, whip it three or 
four times about the hook with the ſame Silk, 
with which your hook was armed, and having 
made the Silk faſt, take the heckel of a Cock. 
or Capons neck, or a Pliers top, which is u- 
ſually better:take off the one (ide of the feather, 
and then take the hackel, Silk, or Crewel,Gold 
or Silver thred, make theſe fait ac the bent of 
the hook, that is to ſay, below your arming ; 
then you muſt take the hackel, the Silver or 
Gold thred,and work it up to the win3s,ſhitting 
or {till removing your fingers as you turn the 
Silk about the hook -: and ſtill looking at every 
ſtop or turn, that your Gold, or what materials 
ſoever you make your Fly of , do lie right and 
neatly ; and if you find they do ſo, then when 
you have made the head,make all faſt, and then 


| work your hackel up to the head, and mike 


that faſt : and then with a needle or pin divide 
the wing into two, and then with the arming 
Silk whip it about croſs-waies betwixt the 
wings, and then with your thumb you mult 


| turn the poinr of the feather towards the benc 


of the hook, and then work three or four times 
abaut the ſhank of the book, and then view che 
Pg” 
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- zo if all be neat and to your liking, 
alten. 
I confeſs, no direftion can be given to make 
a man of a dull capacity able to make a Flie 
well : and yet I know, this with a little praftice 
will help an ingenuous Angler in a good de- 
gree : but to ee a Flie made by an Artiſt in | 
that kind, is the belt teaching to make it, and 
then an ingenuous Angler may walk by the Ri- 
ver and mark what Flie falls op the water that 
day, and catch one of them, if he ſee the Treats | 
leap at a flie of that kind, and then having al- 
waies hooks ready hung with him, and having 
a bas alſo, alwates with him with Bears hair, or 
the hair of a Brown or Sad-coloured Heifer, 
hackels of a Cock or Capon, ſeveral coloured 
Silk and Crewel to make the body of the flie, 
the feathers of a Drakes head, black or brown 
Sheeps wool, or Hogs wool, or hair, thred of 
Gold and of Silver - Silk of ſeveral colours 
( eſpecially ſad coloured to make the flies 
head: ) and there be alſo other coloured fea- 
thers both of little birds and of peckled foul. I 
ſay, havins thoſe with him in a bas, and try- 
ing to make a fiie, though he miſs at firſt, yet 
ſhall he at laſt hitit better, even to ſuch a per- 
ſetion whica none can well teach him ; and if 
he hit tomake his Flie right, and have the luck 
to hit alſo where there is ſtore of Trouts, a 
dark day, and a right wind, he will catch 0 
ore 
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ſtore of them , as will encourage him to grow 
more and more in love with the Art of Fiy- 


, | making. 
| 


Venat. But my loving maſter , if any wind 
will not ſerve,then I wiſh I were in Lapland, to 
buy a good wind of one of the honeſt Witches, 
that ſell ſo many winds, and ſo cheap. 

Piſc. Marry Scholar , but I would not be 
there , nor indeed from under this tree : for 
look how it begins to rain, and by the clouds 
if I miſtake not we ſhall preſently have a 
ſmoakings ſhowre , and therefore lit cloſe, this 
Sycamore-tree will ſhelter us : and I will tell you, 
as they ſhall come into my mind , more obſer- 
vations of flie-fiſhing for a Trout. 

But firſt for the wind, you are to take notice, 


that of the winds the Scuthwind is ſaid to be beſt 
One obſerves, That 


———/hen the wind is South, 
, It blowes your bait into a fiſhes month. 


'Next to that, the W:/ wind is believed to be 
the beſt : and having told you that the Eff 
wind is the worſt, I need not tell you which 
wind is the beſt in the third degree : And yet 
( as Solomen obſerves) that He that conſiders the 
wind ſhall never ſow : ſo he that buſies his head 
too much about them, (if the weather be not 
made extream cold by an Eaft wind) ſhall be a 


little 
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little ſuperſtitious : For as it is obſerved by 


ſome, That there is no go0d, Horſe of a bad co- 
lour ; ſol have obſerved that if it be a cloudy 


day, and not extream cold, let the Wind fit in ' 


what corner it will, and do its worſt. And yet 
take this for a rule , that I would willingly fiſh 
ſtanding on the Lee-ſhore: and you are to take 
notice, that the fiſh lies or ſ\wimmes nearer the 
bottom, and in deeper water in Winter than in 
Summer ; and alſo nearer the bottom in any 

cold day , and then gets nearelt the low lide of 
_ thewater. 

Bat I promiſed to tell you more of the Flie- 
fſhins for a Trout , which I may have time e- 
nough to do, for you ſee it rains May-batter : 
Firſt for a 21ay-flie, you may make his body 
with greeniſh coloured Crewel, or Willowiſh 
colour ; darkning it in moſt places with waxed 
Silk,or rib'd with a black hair, or ſome of them 
rib'd with lilver thred; and ſuch Wings for the 
colour as you ſee the flie to have at that ſeaſon, 
nay, at that very day on the water. Or you 
may make the Oak-flie with an Orange-tawny 
and black ground , and the brown of a Mal- 
lards feather for the Wings 3 and you are to 
know, that theſe two are moſt excellent flies, 
that is,the Jſay-flie and the Ozk-fliz, And let 
me asain tell you, that you keep as far from 
the water as you can poſſibly , whether you fiſh 
with a flie or worm y and fiſh down the Rream i 
and 
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and when you fiſh with a flie,if it be poſſible,let 
- no part of your line touch the water , bur your 
| flie only 3 and be (till movins your flie upon the 
_ | water, or caſting it into the water, you your ſelf 
| being allo alwayes moving down the ſtream. 
Mr, Barker commends ſeveral ſorts of the Palmer 
flies, not onely thoſe rib'd with blver and gold, 
- | but others that have their bodies all made of 
| black, or ſome with red, and a red hackel 3 you 
| | may alſo make the Henth:rn-flie , which is all 
_ | black, and not big, but very tmall, the ſmaller 
| the better ; or the Oak-flie,the body of which is 
; Orange-colour and black Crewel,with a brown 
Wing ; or a Flie made with a Peacocks feather, is 
_ | excellent ina bright day : You mult be ſure you 
| want not in your Magazine-bag the Pexcocks 
_ | feather,and grounes of ſuch wool and Crewel as 
will make the Graſhopper:and note that uſually 
the ſmalleſt flies are belt : and note alſo,that the 
light flie does uſually make moſt ſport in a dark 
day ; and the darkeſt and leaſt flie in a bright or 
| clear day : and laſtly note, that you are to repair 
| opon any occalion to your Magazine-bag , ain 
upon any occa(ion vary and make them lighter 
or ſadder according to your fancy or the day. 
And now I ſhall tell you, that the fiſhins 
with a natural flie is excellent, and affords 
much pleaſure 3 they may be found thus, the 
| May-flie uſually in and about that moneth 
[near to the River lide, eſpecially againſt _ 
the 
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the O:k-flye on the butt or body of an Ok or 
Aſh from the beginnings of My to the end of 
Anruſt ; it is a browniſh fl 'e, and ealie to be 
ſo found , and ſtands uſually with his lead 
downward, that is to ſay , towards the root of 
the tree ; the (mall black fiie,or Hawthorn flie, 
is to be had on any Hawthorn buſh after the 
leaves be come forth ; with theſe and a ſhort 
Line (as I ſhewed to Angle for a Chal) you may 
dape or dop, and alſo with a Gra/hopper behind | 


a tree, or in any deep hole, 
to move on the top of the water, as if it were a* | 
live,and Rill keeping your ſelf out of (1ght, you 


(till making it 


ſhall certainly have ſport it there be Treats 


yeaz ina hot day, but eſpecially in the evening 


of a hot day. 
And now , Scholar , my direQion for Flie- 


fiſhing is ended with this ſhowre , for it has 
done rainins, and now look about you , and 
ſee how pleaſantly that Meadow looks ; ; nay, and 
the Earth ſmells as ſweetly too. Come, let me 
tell you what holy Mr. Herlert ſaves of ſuch 
dayes and flowers as theſe , and then we will 
thank God that we enjoy them, and walk tothe 
River and (it down quietly, and try to catch the 


other brace of 7 ronts. 
Sweet day, (0 cool, ſo calm, ſo bright, 
T he bridal of the earth and shie, 


Sweet dews ſhall weep thy fall to night, 
f ur this muſt die. 


Sxeet 


| 


| 
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S neet Roſe, whoſe hew angry and Lrave 
Bids the raſh gazer wipe Fi eJe, 
T hy root is ever in its grave 

and thou muſt dye. 


S weet Spring, full of ſweet dayes and roſes, 
A box where ſweets compatted lye ; 
My Muſick, ſhewes you have your cloſesy 

and all maſt dye. 


Onely a ſneet and virtuous ſoul, 
L ike ſeaſoned Timber never gives, 
But when the whole world turns to cole, 
then chiefly lives. 


Venat. T thank you, good Maſter, for your 
g00d direftion for Flie-fiſhing , and for the 
ſweet injoyment of the pleaſant day, which is 
ſo far ſpent without offence to God or man: 
and Ithankyou for the ſweet cloſe of your diſ- 
courſe with Mr. Herberts Verſes, : which I have 
heard loved Angling 3 and I do the rather be- 
lieve it, becauſe he had a ſpirit ſuitable ro An- 
glers,and to thoſe primitive Chriſtians,that you 
love, and have ſo much commended, 

Piſc, Well my loving Scholar and I am 
pleaſed, toknow that you are ſo well pleaſed 
with my direRion and diſcourſe, 


And lince you like theſe Verſes of Mr. Her- 
I 2 berts 
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berts ſo well; let me tell you what a reverend 
and learned Divine that profeſſes to imitate 
him, (and has indeed done ſo mot excellently) 
hath writ of our Bock of Common- Prayer, which 
I know you will like the better, becauſe he is a 
friend of mine, and I am ſure no enemy to 
Angling, | 
| (not ? 
Wat ? prayer by the book? and comm ? Tes, why 
The Spirit of grace, 
And ſupplication, 
Is not left free alone 
For time and pl.cey 
But manner too : to read or ſpeak by rote, 
[s all alike to him, that prayes 
In's heart, what mth his month he ſayes. 


T hey th.:t in private by themſelves alone 
Do pray, may take 
What liberty they pleaſe, 
In chaſing of the nayes 
erein to m.the 
T h-ir ſon's moſt intimate ff eftions known 
Ts him that ſees in ſecret, when 
Th are moſt conceal'd from other men. 


Bui he, that #to others leads the way 
In publick, prayer 
Soxld do it [0 
As all that hear may know 
T be) 


— 
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| T hey need not fear 

| To tune their hearts unto his tongue, and ſay, 

' Amen; mor dont they mere betray'd 

To blaſpheme, when they ſhould have pray 'd. 


\ Dewotion will add Life unto the Letter, 
And why ſhcu'd nat 
T hat nhich Authority 
Preſcribes, eſteemed be 
Advantage got ? 
| If th' prayer be good, the commoner the better, 
Prayer in the Churcoes words, as well 
As (ſenſe, of all frayers bears the bell. 
Ch. Harvie. 
And now, Scholar, I think it will be time to 
repair to our Angle-rods, which we lefc in the 
water, to fiſh for themſelves,and you ſhall chuſe 
which ſhall be yours 3 and it 1s an even lay, one 
| of them catches. ; 
| And ler me tell you, this kind of fiſhins 
with a dead rod, and layins night-hooks, are 
| like putting money to Ute, tor they both work 
| for the Owners, when they do nothing bur 
ſleep, or eat, or rejoyce, as you know we have 
done this laſt hour, and ſate as quietly and as 
free from cares under this Sycamore, as Virgil!s 
Tityras and his Melibeas did under their broad 
| Beech-trze-: No life, my honeſt Scholar, no 
, | life fo happy and ſo pleaſant, as the life of a 
I 3 well- 
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well governed Angler 3 for when the Lawyer 
is ſwallowed up with bulineſs , and the Stateſ- 
an is preventing or contriving plots, then we | 
ſit on Cowſlip-banks, hear the birds ſing , and | 
poſſefle our ſelves in as much quietneſle as theſe | 
ſilent filver ſtreams,which we now ſee plide ſo 
quietly by us. Indeed my good Scholar, we may 
ſay of Angling,as Dr. Boteler ſaid of Strawberries; 
Dainbtleſſe God cen'd have made a better berry, but 
dowbtleſſe God never did : And ſo ( if I might be 
Judge ) God never did make a more calms quiet, | 
innocent recreation then Angling. | 

Ile tell you Schollar, when I fate laſt on this 
Prim-roſe-bank , and look'd down theſe Mea- 
dows , I thought ofthem as Charles the Empe- 
rour did of the City of Florence : That they were 
t00 pleaſant to be look'd on, but onely on Holy- Days: 
as I then ſate on this very graſs, Iturn'd my pre- | 
ſent thoughts into verſe : *Twas a wiſh which | 
Ile repeatto you. | 


The Anglers wiſh. | 


T in theſe flowry Meades wo'd be, ; 
T heſe Chriſtal ſtreams ſhould ſolace me z 
To whoſe harmonious bubling noiſes 

I with my Angle w1d rejoice 

Sit here and ſee the Turtle-dove, 
Conrt his chaſte Mate to atts of Iyve, 
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Or on that bank feel the Weſt wind 
Breath health and plenty, pleaſe my miind 
To ſee ſweet dew-drops kiſſe theſe flowers , 
And then waſht iff Ly April-ſhowers : 
Here hear my Clora fiug * a ſong, = Here 
T here ſee a Black-bird feed her young, TT” 
Or a Leverock Luild her neſt 3 
Here give my weary . apr» reſt , 
And raiſe my low pitcht thoughts above 
E:rth, or what poor mortals love : 
T hus free from Law-uitsy and the noiſe 
Of Princes Courts I wo'd reozce, 


Or with my Bryan, and a bock,, 
Loyter long dayes near Shawford-brook ; 
T here fit by him, and eat my meaty 
T here ſee the Sun both riſe and ſet -: 
T here bid good morning tonext day, 
There meditate my time away : 
And angle on, and beg to have 
A quiet p:ſſ age to a welcome grave. 


When I had ended this compoſure, I left this 


place, and ſaw a Brother of the Angle lit under 
that hony-ſ1:%/e-hedge(one that will prove worth 
your acquaintance, ) I fate down by him, and 
preſencly we met with an accidental piece of 
merriment, which Iwill relate to you ; for ir 
rains (till. 


On the other-ſide of this very hedge ſate a 
I 4 gans 
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gang of Gypſies, and near to them ſate a gang of 
Beggars : The Gypſies were then to divide all 
the money that had been got that week , either 
by ſealing linnen or poultrie , or by Fortune- 
telling, or Legerdemain, or indeed by any 
other ſleights and ſecrets belonging to their 


myſterious Government. And the ſum that - 


was got that week proved to be but twenty 
and ſome odd ſhillings. The odd money was 
agreed to be diſtributed amonsſt the poor of 
their own Corporation ; and for the remainins 
twenty ſhillings , that was to be divided unto 
four Gentlemen Gypſies,according to their ſeve- 
ral degrees in their Commonwealth, 

And the firſt or chiefeft Gyplie , was to have 
a third part of the twenty ſhillings , which all 
men know is6$.8d, 

The ſecond was to have a fourth part of the 
20s, which all men know to be 5 s. 

The third was to havea fifth part of the 20 +, 
which ail men know to be 4 s. 

The fourth and laſt Giplie was to have a 
ſixth paxtof the 20s, which all menknow to be 
354d. 

As for example, 

3 times 5s. 8 d, 15205, 
And ſo is 4 times 5 s,,—— 20 5, 
And ſois 5 times 4 $, 20S, 
And ſo is 6 times 35.4 d,-—20 8s, 


And 


> - £ _ -- oo Tu. 
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And yet he that divided the mony was fo 
very a Giplie, that though he gave to every one 
theſe ſaid ſums, yet'he kept one ſhilling of it for 
himſelf. 


As for Example, 


S, d 

6 5 

5 O 

4 O 
3 4+_ 
O 


make but 11 9 


But now you ſhall know, that when the four 
' Giplies ſaw he had got one ſhilling by dividins 
the money, though not one of them knew why 
to demand more, yet like Lords ang Courtiers 
every Giplie envied him that was the gainer,and 
wrangled with him , and every one faid the re- 
maining ſhilling Lelonged to him : and ſo they fell 
to ſo high a contett about it, as none that 
knowes the faithfulneſs of one Gipſlie to ano- 
| ther, will eaſily believe; only we that have 
| lived this laſt twenty years, are certain that 
| money has been able to do much miſchief. 
| However the Giplies were too wiſe to go to 
Law , aud did therefore chuſe their choice 
friends Ruk, and Shark , and our late Engliſh 
Guſman to be their Arbitrators and Umpire ; 
and ſo they left this Honey-ſaccle-hedg , and 
| went to Tell fortrnes , and cheat , and get more 
| _ Money 
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money and lodging in the next Village. 
Waen theſe were gone we heard as high a 
comention amonglt the beggars, Whether it was 
eafieſt to rip a Cloak, or to wnrip a cloak? One 
b:2oar affirmed it was all one. But that was de- 
nyed by asking her, If doing and undving were all 
ene? then another ſaid, '7 was eaſieſt to unrip 4 
. clook, for that was to let it alone. But ſhe was 
anſwered, by asking her, how ſhe unript it, if 
ſh2 !etit alone? And ſhe confelt her ſelf mi- 
ftzken, Theſe and twenty ſuch like queſtions 
were propoſed, and anſwered with as much 
bessarly Logick and earneſtneſſe y as was ever | 
heard to proceed from the mouth of the moſt 
pertinacious Schiſmatick ; and ſometimes all 
the Begoars { whoſe number was neither more 
nor lefle than the Poets nine Muſes) talk'd all 
tozether about this ripping and unripping, and 
none heard what the other ſaid ; but at laſt one 
beagar crav'd audience, and told them, that old 
father Claus, whom Ben Fohnſon in his Beg- 
gars-B1ſh created King of cheir Corporation, | 
was that night to lodse at an Ale-houſe (called 
Catch-her-by-the-way, ) not far from Waltam- 
Cr:fſe, and in the high-rode towards London , 
and ie delired them to ſpend no more time a- | 
bout, that and ſuch like queſtions, but refer all 
to Father C/azs at night, and inthe mean time 
draw cuts what ſong ſhould be next ſung, and 
who ſhould ſing ic; They all agreed to the | 
motion, | 


The Complete Angler. 123 


motion, and the lot fell to her that was the 
youngeſt, and verieſt Virgin of the Company, 
and ſhe ſung Franck, Daviſons Song, which he 
made forty years ago , and all the other of the 
company joined toling the burthen with her : 
the Ditty was this, but firſt the burthen, 


Bright ſhines the Sun, play beggavs play, 
Heres ſcraps enough to ſerve to day. 


What noiſe of viels'is ſo ſweet 
As when bur merry clappers ring ? 
What mirth doth want when beggars mie! ? 
A beggars life is for a King : 
Eat, drink.and play, ſleep mhen we liſt, 
Go where wewull [0 ſtocks be miſt. 
Bright ſhines the Sun, play beg gars play, 
here's ſcraps enough to ſerve to dy. 


T he world is ours and ours alone, 
Fir we alone have world at will ; | 
We purchaſe not, all is our own, 


Both fields and ſtreets we beggars fill - ; 


Play beggars play, ws beggars pay, 
here*s [craps enongh to ſerve to day. [| 


A hundred herds of black and white | | 
Upon our Gowns ſecurely feed | | 
And yet if any dare ns bite, | 
He dies therefore as [ure us Creed : 


And 
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T hus leggars Lord it as they pleaſe, 
And only beggars live at eaſe : 


- Bright ſhines the ſun, play beggars plays 
H.:re's ſcraps enouzh to | hs to day. 


Venat, T thank you good Maſter,for this piece 
of merriment, and this Song, which was well 
humoured by the Maker, and well remembred 
by you. 

Piſc. But I pray forget not the Ketch 
which you promited to make againſt night, for 
our Country-man, honeſt Coridon, will expe&t 
your Ketch and my Sons, which I muſt be for- 
ced to patch up, for it is ſo lons lince I learnt 
it, that I have forgot a part of it. But come, 
now it hath done raining, lets ſtretch our legs 
a little in a gentle walk to-the River, and try 
what intereſt our Angles will pay us for len- 
ding them ſo lons to be uſed by the Trowts, lent 
them indeed like Uſurers, for our profit and 
their deſtruaion. 

Venit, Oh me, look you Maſter, a fiſh a fiſh, 
oh las Maſter, I have loſt her. * 

Piſc. I warry Sir, that was a $ood fiſh in- 
deed : if I had had the luck to have taken up 
that Rod, then *cis twenty to one, he ſhould 
not have broke my line by running to the rods 
end as you ſuffered him : I would have held 
him within the bent or my Rod,( unleſfle he had 
been fellow to the great 7rowt that is near an ell 

longs 
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| Tong,which was of ſuch a length and depth,that 
' hehad his piture drawn, and now to be ſeen 
at mine Hoſte Kickabies at the George in Ware,) 
and it may be, by giving that very great Tront 
the Rod, that is, by caſting it to him into the 
water,I might have caught him at the long run, 
for ſo I uſe alwayes to do when I meet with an 
overgrown fiſh, and you will learn to do fo too 
| hereafter : for Itell you, Scholar, fiſhing is an 
Art, or at leaſt, it is an Art to catch fiſh, 

Venat. But Maſter, I have heard, that the 

great Trout you ſpeak of is a Salman. 

Piſc. Truſt me Scholar, I know not what to 
ſay to it. There are many Countrey people 
| that believe Hares change Sexes every year : 
And there be very many learned men think fo 
too, for in their difſeAting them they find ma- 
ny reaſons to incline them to that belief. And 
whether this were a Salmon when he came into 
the freſh water, and his not returning into the 
| Sea hath altered him to another colour or kind, 
' Tam not able to ſay; but I am certain he hath 

all the ſigns cf being a Troutgboth for his /hape, 
| colour, and ſpots, and yet many think he is not. 
' Venat. But Maſter, will this Trout which I 
| hadhold of die? for it is like he hath the hook 
in his belly. 
Piſc. I will tell you, Scholar, that unleſs the 
hook be faſt in his very Gorge, he will live, 
| andalittle time with the help of the —_—_— 
| ri 
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ruſt the hook, and it will in eime wear away : 
as thesravel doth in the horſe hoof, which on- 
ly leaves a falſe quarter. 

And now Scholar, lets go tomy Rod. Look 
you Scholar, I havea fiſh too, but it proves a 
logger-headed Chub, and this is not much a- 
miſs, for thiswill pleaſure ſome poor body, as 
we g0to our lodging to meet our Brother Peter 
and honeſt, Coridon. Come, now bait your hook 
again, and lay it into the water, for it rains a- 
o4in; and we will ev'n retire to the Sycamore- 
tr:e, and there I will give you more directions 
coancernins Fiſhing : For I would fain make 


you an Artift. 
V-nat, Yes, Sood Maſter, I pray let it be 


{0. 

Piſc. Well Scholar, now we are fate down 
and areat eaſe, I ſhall tell yon a little more of | 
trout fiſhing , becauſe I ſpeak of the Salmon | 
( which I purpoſe ſhall be next, ) and then of 
the Pike or Luce. You are to know, there is 
night as well as day-fiſhing for a trout, and that | 
in the night the beſt trouts come out of their 
holds 3 and the manner of taking them , is on 
the top of the water with a great LZob or Garden 
worm , or rather two, which you are to fiſh | 
with ina place where the waters run ſomewhat | 
quietly ( for in a ſtream rhe bait will not be 
ſo well diſcerned. )I ſay, in a quiet or dead place 
near to ſome ſwifr, there draw your bait over 


the 
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the top of the Water toand fro, and if there be 

a good zrout inthe hole, he will take it, eſpe- 

cially if the night be dark : for then he is bold 

and lies near the top of the water, watching the 
| motion of any Freg, or Water-Rat or Mouſe that 
ſwims betwixt him and the skie, theſe he hunts 
after, ifhe ſees the water but wrinckle , or 
move in one of theſe dead holes, where theſe 
creat old Trouts uſually lie near to their holds; 
for you are to note, that the great old Trout is 

both ſubtil and fearful, and ltes cloſe all day , 

and does not uſually ſtir out of his hold, bar 
lies in it as cloſe in the day, as the timerons hare 

does in her form: : for the chief feeding of both 
is ſeldome in the day, but uſually in the night, 
and then the great Trout feeds very bold- 
ly, 

And you muſt fiſh for him with a ſtrons 
Line, and not a little hook, and let him have 
time to gorge your hook, for he does not uſu- 
ally forſake it, as he oft will in the day-fiſh- 
ins : and if thenight be not dark, then Fiſh ſo 
with an Artificial fly of a light-colour : nay, be 
| will ſometimes riſe at adead Mouſe, or a piece 
of cloth, or any thing, that ſeems ro ſwim crols 
the water; orto be in motion : this is a choice 
way » but I have nat oft uſed it, becauſe it 1s 
void of the pleaſures, that ſuch dayes as theſe, 
that we two now enjoy, afford an Angler, 

And you are to know, that in Humpſvire , 

| which 


—_— > -- . R E—O 


Py mf 


i &.. LOS = Ac MDCE. DM .;: 


Re A | 


| 128 The Complete Angler. 


which I think exceeds all England for ſwift, 
ſhallow , clear, pleaſant Brooks , and ſtore of 
Tronts, they uſe to catch Trouts in the night, by 


the light of a Torch or ſtraw, which when - |: 


they have diſcovered , they ſtrike with a Trout- 
ſpeer or other wayes. This kind of way they 
catch very many , but I would not believe it 
till I was an eye-witneſs of it, nor do I like it 
now I have ſeen ir. 

Venats But Maſter, do not Troets ſeeus in the 
night ? 

Piſc. Yes, and hear, and ſmell too, both then 
and-in the day time, for Ge/ner obſerves, the 
Otrer ſmclls a Fiſh forty furlongs of him in the 
water ; and that it may be true , ſeems to be 
affirmed by Sir Francis Bacon ( inthe eight Cen- 
tury of his Natural Hiſtory ) who there proves, 
that waters may be the Medium of ſounds , by 
demonſtrating it thus, That if you knock two 
ſtones together very deep under the water , th:ſe that 
ſtand on a bank_ near to that place may hear the noiſe 
without any diminution of it by the water, He alſo 
offers the like experiment concernins the let- 
ting an Anchor fall by a very lons cable or rope 
on a rock , or the ſand within the Sea : and this 
being fo well obſerved and demonttrated , as it 
is by that learned man, has made me to believe 
that Eeles unbed themſelves, and ſtir at the noiſe 
of the Thunder, and not onely, as ſome think, 


by the motion or the ſtirring of the earth 
which 


\ 
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Which is occafioned by that Thunder. 

And this reaſon of Sir Francis Bacon (Exper, 
792.) has made me orave pardon of one that I' 
; laughtat , for afirming that he knew Carpe 
come to a certain place in a Pond to be fed at 
the ringing of a Bell,or the beating of a Drum 
and it ſhall be a rule for me to make as little 
noiſe as I can when 1 am fiſhing , until Sir 
Francis Bacon be confuted , which I ſhall give 
| any man leave to do, 

And, leit you may think him {ingular in this 
opinion, I will tell you, this ſeems to be belie- 
ved by our learned Doctor Hackyell , who (in 


his Apology of Geds Porer and Providence, f. 360) 


quotes Pliny to report that one of the Emperors 
had particular Fiſh-ponds, and in them ſeveral 
Fiſh, that appeared and came when they were 
| called by their particular names : and St. Fames 

tells us (chap, 1.4nd 7.) that all things in the Sea 
have been tamed by Mankind. And Pliny tells 
us (lib. 9.3 5.) that Antonia the Wife of Drauſzus 
| had a L:mprey, at whoſe gils ſhe hung Jewels or 
; Ear-rings ; and that others have been ſo tenders 
hearted , as to ſhed tears at the death Of Fiſhes, 
' which they have kept and loved. And theſe 
| Obſervations, which will to moſt hearers ſeem 
wonderful, ſeem to have a further confirmation 
_ Meirtial , ( lib. 4. ep1g7. 30. ) who writes 
taus : 


K Piſe, 
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Angler, wowld'ft thou le guiltleſs ? then forbear, 
For theſe cre ſacred fiſhes that ſwim here ; 

Woo know their Sovereign, and will lick his hand, 
T hen which nont*s greater in the acrlds command ; 
Nay mire,th* have names, and when they called are, 
Dy to th:ir ſeveral owners Call repair. 


All the further uſe that I ſhall make of this, 
ſhall be to adviſe Anglers to be*patient,and for- 
bear ſwearing, leſt they be heard and catch no 
Fiſh. | 

And fo I ſhall proceed next to tell you, it is 
certain, that certain fhelds near L:mſter, a Town 
in Fereford-ſhire , are obſerved that they make 
the ſheep that graze upon them more fat than 
the next, and alſo to bear finer Wool; that is 
to ſay, that, that year in which they feed in ſuch 
aparticular paſture, they ſhall yield finer wool 
than they did that Year before they came to 
feed in ir,and courſer again if they ſhall return 
to their fprmer paſture ; and again return to a 
finer wool beins fed in the fine wool ground, 
Which I tell you , that you may the better be- 
lieve that Iam certain, if I catch a Trot in one 
Meadow, he ſhall be white and faint, and very 
like to be lore, and as certainly, if I catch a 
Trout in the next Meadow, he ſhall be omgats 
red, 


| 
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red, and luſty, and much better meat : Truſt 
me, Scholar, I have caught many a Trowt in a 
particular Meadow that the very ſhape and the 
enamell'd colour of him hath been ſuch, as hath 
joyed me to look on him;and I bave wich much 
pleaſure concluded with So/ozzon, Every thing ts 
beautiful in his ſeaſon, | 

I ſhould by promiſe ſpeak next of the $Sal- 
220n, but I will by your favour fay a little of 
the Xmber or Gray/ing ; which is fo like a 
Tront for his ſhape and feeding, that I delire 
I may exerciſe your patience with a ſhort Uiſ- 
courſe of him, and the next ſhall be of the Sal- 
70n, 


CHAP: T4 


Obſervations of the Unber or Grayling, and 
direfions how to fiſh for them. 


Piſc, HE Umb:r and Grayling are 
thought by ſome to differ as the 

Herring and Pilcher do. : Bar 

though they may do fo in other 

Nations, I chink thoſe in England differ no- 
thing but in their names. A drovandas ayes, 
they be of a Trout kind : and Geſer fayes, that 
in his Countrey (which-is Swiſſerland) he is ac- 
counted the choiceſt Fiſh, And in /taly, he is : n 
K 2 tae 
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the moneth of May ſo highly valued, that he is 
ſold then at a much higher rate than any other 
- ſh. The French (which call the Chub n V;/- 
{:1 (call the #mber of the Lake Loon, . /n !1m- 

ble Chevaliere ; and they value the Umber or 
Graylins ſo highly, that they ſay he feeds on 
Gol4, and that many have been caught out of 
their famous River of Loyreg out of whoſe bel- 

lies 9ra:s of gold have been often taken. And 
ſome think that he feeds on Water- -time, and 
ſmells fo at his friſt raking ont of the water ; 
 andihey may think ſo with as $ood reaſon as 
we do, that our Smelts ſmell like Violets at 
their __ firſt caught s which I think is a 
tath. A:drov.indu ayes, the Salmon, the Gray- 
—— 7 , and all Fiſh that live in clear 
and ſharp (treams, are made by their mother 
N.ur: of f1ch exact ſhape and pleaſant colours) 
purpoſely to invite us to a joy and contented- 
nefle in feaſting with her. Whether this is a 
truth or not, is not my purpoſe to diſpute ; but 
*tis certain, all that write of the mler declare 
him to be very medicinable. And Geſwer ſayes, 
chat the fat of a Grayling being ſet with a little 
Honey a day or two in the Sun in 2 little glaſs, 
is very excellent againit redneſs, or any ching 
that breeds in the eyes. Salvin takes him to be 
called mber from his ſwift ſwimming or gli- 
ding out of fight, more like a ſhidow or a gShoſt 
than a fiſh. Much more might be faid both ws 
tae 
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the ſmell and taſte, but I ſhall only tell you,thar 
S. Am'roſ: the glorions Biſhop of Millan (who 
liv d when the Church kept Faſtins days ) calls 
him the flozre f;/h,or flowre of tiſhes, and that he 
was ſo far in love with him, that he would nor 
lethim paſs without the honour of a long Diſ- 
courſe; but I muſt; and paſs on to tell you how 
to take this dainty fiſh. 

Firſt, Note, That he grows nor to the big- 
neſs of a Trout ; for the biggeſt of them do not 
uſually exceed eighteen inches, be lives in ſuch 
Rivers as the Trout does, and is vſaally taken 
with the ſame baits as the Trout is, and afte 
the ſame manner, tor he will bite both at che 
Minnow, or W.rm, or Fy, (though he bites 
not often at the Minnow) and is very game- 
ſome at the F/y,and much limpler,and therefore 
bolder than a Triut, for he will riſe twenty 
times at a fly, if you miſs him, and yet rife a- 
gain. He has been taken with a fly made of 
the.red feathers of a Parr:heta, a ſtrange out- 
landiſh bird, and he will riſe at a fly not un- 
like a gnat or a ſmall moth, or indeed, at moſt 
Alies that are not too bis. He is a Fiſh thar 
lurks cloſe all winter, but is very pleaſant and 
jolly after mid-April, and in Aſay, and in the 
hot months : he is of a fine ſhape, his fleſh is 
white, his teeth, thoſe little ones that he 
has are in his throat, yet he has ſo tender a 
mouth, thathe is oftner loſt after an An3zler has 
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hooked him than any other Fiſh. Though 
there be many of theſe Fiſhes in Trent ,and ſome 
other ſmaller rivers, as that which runs by $4- 
licbury, yet he is not ſo general a Fiſh as the 
Trout, nor to me ſo good to eat or to Angle for. 
And ſo I ſhall take my leave of him, and come 
to ſome Obſervations of the Sa/mvn, and how to 
catch him. 


=> — 


CHAP. VII. 


Obſervations of the Salmon, with direfions 
how to fiſh for him. 


HE Salmon is accounted the 
King of freſh-water-Fiſh, and is 
ever bred in Rivers relatins to 
the Sea,yet ſo high or far from it 
as admits of no tinure of ſalt or brackiſhneſs; 
He is ſaid to breed or caſt his ſpawn in moſt Ri- 
vers in the month of Agu// : ſome ſay, that 
then they dis a hole or grave in a ſafe place in 
the gravel, and there place their eggs or ſpawn 
(after the Melter has done his natural Office) 
and then hide it moſt cunninsly, and cover it 
over with gravel and ſtones; and. fo leave it 
to their Creators protection, who by a gentle 
heat which he infuſes into that cold element 
makes it brood and beget life in the ſpawn, 

| | and 


Piſc, 


—— 


The Complete d4ugler. I35 


and to become Samets early in the ſpring next 
followings. 

The Sz/mons having ſpent their appointed 
time, and done this Natural Duty in the freſh 
waters, they haſte to the Sea before Winter, 
both the Melter and Spawner : but if they be 
ſtopt by Flced-gates or Weres,or loit in the freſh 
waters, then thoſe ſo left behind, by degrees 
Srow ſick,, and lean, and wnſeaſonable, and kijper, 
that is to ſay, have bony griftles grpw out of 
their lower chaps (not unlike a Hawks beak) 
which hinders their feedins, and in time ſuch 
Fiſh ſo left behind, pine away and dye. 'Tis 
obſerved, that he may live thus one year from 
the Sea ; but he then grows inlipid, and tafte- 
leſs, and loſes both his blood and ſtrength, and 
pines and dies the ſecond year. And *tisnoted, 
that thoſe little Sa/mons called Skeggers, which 
abound in many Rivers relating to the Sz, are 
bred by ſuch {ick $2/won, that might not g@ to 
the Sea, and that though they abound, yet they 
never thrive to any conliderable bigneſs. 

But if the old Sa/m21n gets tothe Sea,then that 
oriftle wears away, Or 1s caſt off (as the Eag/e 
is ſaid to caſt his bill) and he recovers his 
ſtrength, and comes next Summer tothe ſame 
River (if it be poſſible) to enjoy the former 
pleaſures that there poſſeſt him ; for (as one 
has wittly obſerved) he has (like ſome perſons 
of Honour and Riches, which have both their 
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Winter and Summer houſes) the freſh Rivers 
for Summer, and the falt water for Winter to 
ſpend his life in; which is not (as Sir Francs 
Bacon hath obſerved in his H:ftory of Life and 
D-ath) above ten years : And it is to be obſer- 
ved, that though they grow bis in the Sea, yet 
| they grow not fat but in freſh Rivers; and it 
is obſerved, that the farther they set from the 
Sea, they be both the fatter and better. 

Next, I ſhall tell you, that though they make 
* very hard ſhift to get out of the freſh Rivers in- 
to the Sea,yet that they wil make harder ſhift to 
Set out of the ſalt into the freſh Rivers, to 
ſpawn or poſleſſe the pleaſures that they have 
formerly found in them, towhich end they will 
force themſelves through Flood-gates, or over 
Weires, or hedges, or ſtops in the water, even be- 
yond common belief. Geſner ſpeaks of ſuch 
places, as are known to be above eight foot 
high above water. And: our Camiden menti- 
ons (in his Brittannia) the like wonder to be in 
Pemlreke-ſhire, where the River Tivy falls into 
the Sea, and that the fall is ſo down-right, and 
ſo high, that the people ſtand and wonder at 
the ſtrength and {light that they fee the So/mzon 
uſe toget out of the Sea into the ſaid River 3 
and the manner and height of the place is fo 
notable, that it is known far by the name of the 
Sa'mmn-lexp, concerning which, take this alſo 


out of Michael Draiton, my honeſt old friend. 
And 
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And when the Salmon ſeeks a Siler flream to find, 
( whicy hitÞ er from the Sea comes 3: 2arly by his kind) 
As he towards ſe: ſin grows, & ft. ms the watry tr 
Where Tivy falling 4a pn, makes an high catar«(t, 
Forc'd ly the riſing rocks thot thire ker Courſe of 0 ſe, 
As though aithin ber bounds the y men ther to ſe 
Here hen the lal ouring fij does at the fort arrive, 
And finds that by b1sſtr enoth'f pe does but vaini Mfrive; 3 
His toil tokes in his month,and bending like a bow 
Thats tofu! comp. {ſs drawn,alft him ſelf doth throw, 
Then ſpringing at his height as duth a little wand 
T bat bended end to end,and gates from mans h. ud, 
Fir iff it ſe'f doth caſt ; ſo does the Selmon vant, 
yo if at fiſt he fall, his con ruprary) (ji 
He inſtantly eſſaier, ind # 22 | ml nimb.e ring, 
Still yerking, never leaves walil þ mle!f he fling 
Alove the eppoſing ſtre [7 EEE 


And next I ſhall tell von , that it is obſerved 
by Geſner and others , that there is no better 
Salmon than in England : and that though ſome 
of our Northern Countries have as fat and as 
large as the River Thames , yet none are of fo 
excellent a taſte. 

And as I have to!d you that Sir Francs Pacin 
obſerves , the age of a S4/20u exceeds not ten 
years , ſo let me next tell you, that his growth 
is very ſudden : it is ſaid , that after he is got 
into the fea, he becomes from a Samet , not fo 


| bigs aa Gt dion, to be a Salmon, in as ſhort a 


t1me 
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time 25 a Goſling becomes to be a Gooſe. Mnch 


of this has been obſerved by tyins a Ribband or. 


ſome known tape or thred , in the tail of ſome 
youns $ 2/nzns which bave been taken in Weirs 
as they have ſwimm'd toward the ſalt warer, 
and then by taking a part of them again with 
tie known mark at the ſame place at their re- 
turn from the Sea , wheh is uſually about (ix 
moneths after ; and the like experiment hath 
been tryed upon youns Srallowes , who have 
after {ix moneths abſence, been obſerved to re- 
tirn tothe ſame chimney , there to make their 
neſts and habitations for the Summer follow- 
ins : which has inclined many to think , that 
every S:/mn uſually returns to the ſame River 
in which it was bred , as young Pigeons taken 
out of the ſame Dove-cote, have alſo been obſer- 
ved to do, 
” Andyou are yet to obſerve further, that the 
He Salmm is uſually bigger then the Spawner, 
and that ne is more kipper, and leſs able to en- 
dare 2 winter in the freth water, then the She is, 
ver ſhe is at that time of looking leſ kipper and 
better,as wWatry ryzand as bad meat. 

And yet you are to obſerve , that as there ts 
Ro general ras without an exception, ſothere 
are ſome few Rivers in this Nation, that have 
Troutsand S:lzen in ſeaſon t in winteras "tis cer» 
txinthere bein the River Wy in Monmonth- ſhire, 
where ticy be in featon ( as Cambden ob- 

ſerves) 
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| ſerves) from September till Apri/. But my Scho- 
| lar, the obſervation of this and many other 
things, I muſt in manners omit, becauſe they 
will prove too large for our narrow compaſs of 
time, and therefore I ſhall next fall upon my 
diretion how to fiſh for this Sa/mon. 

And for that firſt, you ſhall obſerve, that n- 
ſually he ſtates notlons in a place(as Treats wil) 
but (as I ſaid) covets ſtill to go nearer the 
Spring-head; and that he does not (as the Trowr 
and many other fiſh) lie near the water {ide or 
bank or roots of trees, but ſwims in the deey 
and broad parts of the water, and uſually in the 
middle, and near the ground ; ard that there 
you are to fiſh for him, and that he is to be 
caught as the Trout is, with a Worm, a Ainnoy, 
(which ſome call a Perk.) or with a Fly, 

And you are to obſerve, that he js very ſel- 
dom obſerved to bite at a Minnow, (yet ſome- 
time he will) and not oft ata fly, but more uſual- 
ly at a Worm, and then moit uſually at a £36 or 
Garden-worm, which ſhould be well {conured, 
that is to ſay, ſeven or eight dates in Moſs be- 
fore you fiſh with them : ard it vou double your 
time of eight into {ixteen or more, into twenty 
or more daies, it is {ti!l the better, for the 
worms will {till be clearer, tougher, and more 
lively, and continie ſo longer upon your hook, 
and they may be kept longer by keepins them 
cool and in freſh Mos, 
| Note 
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Note alſo, that many uſe to Fiſh for a Salmon | 


with a ring of wyre on the top of their Rod, 
through which the Line may run to as great a 


length as it is needful when he is hook*'d. And 


to that end, ſome uſe a wheel about the middle 


of their Rod, or nearer their hand, which are to 


be obſerved either by ſeeing one of them, or a 
large demonſtration of words. 

And now I ſhall te!l you, that which may be 
called a ſecret : I have been a fiſhing with old 
Oliver Hen'y, (now with God) a noted Fiſher, 
both for Trot and S4/mn, and have obſerved, 
that he would uſually rake three or four worms 


out of his bag, and pur them into a little box in | 


his pocket, where he would uſually let them 
continve half an hour or moregbefore he would 


bait his hook with them ; I have asked him his 


reaſon, and he has replyed, He did bat pick the 
beſt cut to be in a readineſſe cg inſt he baited his hook, 
the next time : Bat he has been obſerved both 


by others, and my ſelf, to catch more fiſhthan I 


or any other body, that has ever gone afiſhing 
with him could dn, and eſpecially Sz2/mons ; 
and I have been told lately by one of his moſt 
intimate and ſecret friends, that the box in 
which he put thoſe worms, was annointed with 


a drop, or two, or three, of the Oil of Ivy ber- | 


ries, made by expreſſion or infuſion, and that by 
the worms remaining in that box an hour, or a 
like time, they had incorporated a kind of ſmell 

| that 
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that was irreſiſtably attraRive, enough to force 


" any Fiſh within the ſmell of them, to bite, This 


I heard not long lince from a friend, but have 
not tryed itz yet I grant it probable, and refer 
my Reader to Sir Francis Bacons Natural Hiſto- 


. ry, where he proves fiſhes may hear : and I am 


certain Geſner ſayes, the Otter can ſmell in the 
water, and I know not but that Fiſh may do 19 
too : *tis left for a lover of Angling, or any 
that deſires to improve that Art, to try this con- 
cluſion. 

I ſhall alſo impart two other Experiments 
(but not tryed by my ſelf) which I will deliver 
in the ſame words that they were given me (by 
an excellent Angler,and a very friend) in wri- 
tins, he told me the latter was too good to be 
told, but in a learned languagezlelt it ſhould be 
made common, 

T ake the ſtinking oil, drawn out of Poly pody of 
the Oak, by a retort, mixt with Turpentine, and 
Hive-honey, and annoint year bait theremith, and 
it will doubtleſs draw the fiſh to it, 

The other is this : YValnera hedere grandiſſime 
inflectar ſudant Balſ-mum oleo gelato, albicantique 
perſtmile, oduris vero longe [u.viſſimi. 

"Tis ſupremely ſweet to any fiſh, and yet 4- 
ſa fetid: may do the like. 

But intheſe things I have no great faith, yet 
grant it probable, and have had from ſome chi- 
mical men (namely, from Sir George Haſtings 

and 
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and others) an afhrmation of them to be ver 
advantageous : but no more of thele, eſpecially 


not in this place, 
I might here, before I take my leave of the 


| 


Salmin, tell you, that there is more than one 


ſort of them, as namely, a Tecon, and another 
called in ſome places a Samlet, or by ſome, a 
$kroger : but theſe (and others which I forbear 
to name) may be Fiſh of another kind, (and 
differ, as we know a Herring and a Pilcher do, ) 
which I think are as different, as the Rivers in 
which they breed, and muſt by me be left to 
the diſquilitions of men of more leiſure, and of 
oreater abilities, than I profeſs my ſelf to have, 

And laſtly, Iam to borrow ſo much of your 
promiſed patience, as to tell you that the 7 rout 
or Sa/won being in ſeaſon, have at their firſt ta- 
kins out of the water (which continues during 
lite) their bodies adorned, the one with ſuch 
red ſpots,and the other with ſuch black orblack- 


iſh ſpots, which gives them ſuch an addition of 


natural beauty, as I think, was never given to a- 
ny woman by the Artificial Paint or Patches in 
which they ſo much pride themſelyes in this 


Age. And fol ſhall leavethem, and proceed to 


ſome Obſervations of the Pike, 


CHAP, 


| 
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CHAP, VIII 


Obſervations of the Luce or Pike , with d;- 
retons how to fiſþ for him. 


Piſc. H E mighty Zace or Pike is taken 
to be the Tyrant ( as the Salmon is 
the King) of the freſh waters. 'Tis 
not to be doubted, but that they 

are breed,ſome by generation,and ſome not :'as 

namely, of a Weed called Pickerel-weed, unleſs 
learned Geſner be much miſtaken 3 for he ſayes, 
this weed and other glutinous matter, with the 
help of the Suns heat in ſome particular Mo- 
neths, and ſome Ponds apted for it by nature, 
do become Pikes, But doubtleſs divers Pikes 
are bred after this manner , or are brought in- 
to ſome Ponds ſome other wayes that is paſt 
mans finding out, of which we have daily teiti- 
moniess | 

Sir Francis Bacon in his Hiſtory of Life and 

Death, obſerves the Pike to be the longeſt li- 

ved of any freſh-water-Fiſh, and yet he com- 

putes it to be not uſually above forty years; and 
others think it to be not above ten years; and 
yet Geſner mentions a Pike taken in Swedeland 
inthe Year 1449. with a Ring about his neck, 
declaring he was put into the Pond by Frederick, | 
the ſecond, , More than two hundred years be- 
tore 
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fore he was laſt taken, as by te Inſcription of 
that Rins ( being Greek ) was interpreted by 
the then Biſhop of # 7-7, But of this no more, 


but that it is obſerved,that the old er very great 


Pikes have in them more of ſtate than g00d- 
neſs ; the ſmaller or middle {,z2d Pikes being 
by the moſt and choiceſt Palates obſerved to be 
the beſt meat ; and contrary, the Eele is obſer- 
ved to be the better for ace and bigneſs. 

All Pikes that live long prove chargeable to 
the:r Keepers , becauſe their life is maintained 
by the death of ſo many other Fiſh, even thcſe 
of his own kind , which has made him by ſome 
Writers to be called the Tyrant of the Rivers, 
or the Freſh-water-woolf , by reaſon of his bold, 
greedy devonrins diſpolition 3 which is fo 
keen, as Geſner relates, a man going to a Pond 
(where it ſeems a Pike had devoiredall the fiſh) 
to water his Mule ,' had a Pike? bit his Mule by 
the lips, to which the Pike hung ſo faſt, that 
the Mule drew him out of the water , and by 
that accident the owner. of the Mule got the 
Pike. And the ſame Ge/ner obſerves,that a Maid 
in Poland had a pike bit her by the foot as ſh2 
was waſhins clothes in a Pond. And I have 
heard the like of a woman in Ki//inowgrth Pond, 
not far from Coventry. But I have been aſſured 
by my friend Mr. Se:grave, of whom I ſpake 
to you formerly, that keeps tame Otters , that 
he hath known a pik- in extream hunger __ 
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with one of his Otters for a Carp that the Otter 
had caught , and was then bringing out of the 
water, I have told you who relates theſe things, 
and tell you they are perſons of credir,and ſhall 
conclude this obſervation, by tellins you what 
a wiſe man has obſerved, 7t is a hard thing ty 
perſwade the belly,becau{e it has no ears. 

But if theſe relations be disbelieved, it is too 
evident to be doubted that a pike will-devour a 
Fiſh of his own kind, that ſhall be bigger than 
his belly or throat will receive, and ſwallow a 
part of him , and let the other part remain in 
his mouth rill che ſwallowed part be digeſted, 
and then ſwallow that other part that was in his 
mouth, and ſoput it over by degrees; which is 
| natunlike the Oxe and ſome other beaſts, ta- 

kins their-meat not out of their mouth into 
their belly , but firſt into ſome place betwixt, 
and then chaw it,or digeſt it after, which is cal- 
led Che.ving the Cud, And doubtleſs pikes will 
bite when they are not hungry , but as ſome 
think in very anger, when a tempting bait 
comes near to them, 
| And itis obſerved , that the p:ke will eat ve- 

nemous things , ( as ſome kind of Fr'gs are ) 
| and yet live without being harmed by them -: 
for, as ſome ſay, he has in him a natural Balſom 
or Antidote againſt all poiſon ; and others, that 
he never eats the venemous Frog , till he have 


firſt killed her , a1d then ( as Dxcks are obſer- 
L ved 
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ved todo to Frogs in Spaw ning time, at which 
time ſome Frogs are obſerved to be venomous) 
ſo throughly waſht her , by tumbling her up 
aud down in the water, that he may devour her 
without danger. And-Geſner afhrms,that a Pc- 
lonian Gentleman did faithfully aflure him , he 
had ſeen two youns Geeſe at one time in the 
belly of a pike. And doubtleſs a pike in his 
height of hunger will bite at and deyour a dog 
that ſwimmes in aPond , and there has been 
examples of it, or the like ; for as I told you, 
T he belly has no ears when hunger comes un it, 
Tue pike 1s alſo obſerved to be a ſolitary, 
melanchoily and a bold Fiſh : Melancholy, be- 
cauſes he alwayes ſwimmes or reſts himſelf a- 
lone, and never ſwimmes in ſholes or with com- 


pany, as Reach and Dace, and molt other Fiſh 


do : And bold, becauſe he fears not a ſhadow, 
OY to ſee or be ſeen of any body,as the 7 rout and 
Ch, and all other Fiſh do. 

And it is obſerved by Geſner , that the Jaw- 
bones, and Hearts, and Galls of pikes are very 
medicinable for ſeveral diſeaſes, or to ſtop 
bloud, to avate Fevers, to cure Agues , to op- 
poſe or expel the infeQion of the Plague , and 
to be many wayes medicinable and uſeful for 
tie Food of Mankind 3 but he obſerves, that 
the biting of a pike iS venemous and hard to be 
cured. 

And it is obſerved, that the Pike is a fiſh that 

breeds 
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breeds but Oncea year , and that other fiſh (as 
namely Zoaches ) do breed oftner - as we are 
certain tame Pigeons do almoſt every month , 
and yet the Hawk a Bird of Prey (as the Pike is 
of Fiſh) breeds but once in twelve months : 
and you are tonote, , that his time of breeding 
or ſpawning is uſually about the end of Felraa- 
rr, or ſomewhat later, in March, as the wea- 
ther proves colder or warmer) and to note, that 
his manner of breeding is thus, aHe and a She 
Pike will uſually go together ont of a River in- 
to ſome ditch or creek, arid that there the ſpaw- 
ner caſts her eggs, and the Melter hovers over 
her all that time that ſhe is caſting her ſpawn, 
but touches her not. 

I might ſay more of this, but it might be 
thought curiolity or worſe, and ſhall therefore 
forbear it , and take up ſo much of your atten- 
tion, as to tell yon,that the beſt of Pikes are no- 
red to be in Rivers, next thoſe in great Ponds, or 
Meres, and the worſt in ſmall Ponds. 

But before I proceed further, I am to tell 
vou that there is a great antipathy betwixt the 
Pike and ſome Frogs; and this may appear to 
the Reader of Dubravins, ( a Biſhop in Bo- 
hemia, )who in his Book of Fiſh and Fiſh-ponds, 
relates what,he ſayes, he ſaw with his own eyes, 
and could not forbear totell the Reader. Which 
was ? | 

As he and the Biſhop Thurzo were walking by 4 

& 1 large 
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large Pond in Bohemia', they ſaw a Frog, when 
the Pike lay very ſleepily and quiet by the ſhore fide, 
lexp upon his head, and the Frog having expreſt m.- 
lice or an7er by his ſwolne chat, and ftaring eyes did 
ſtreatch out his legs and imbraced the Pikes bead,and 
preſently reached them to his eyes, "oo with them 
and his teeth thoſe tender parts, the Pike moved 
with anguiſh,moves up and down the waterand rabs 
himſelf againſ# weeds, and what ever he thought 
might quit him of his enemy, but all invain,for the 
frog did continne to ride triumphantlygand to bite and 
torment the Pike till his ſtrength Failedy and then he 
ſank with the Pike to the bottome of the water ; then 
preſently the frog appeared again at the top and 
croaked, and ſcemed to rejoyce like a Conqueror, and 
then preſently retired toher ſecret hole. T he Biſhop, 
that id beheld the battelycalled his fiſherman tofetch 
hrs nets, and by all mans to pet the Pike, that they 
might declare what had hapned : and the Pike was 
drawnforth, and both his eyes eaten out, at which 
n hen they began ta wond:r, the Fiſherman wiſhed 
them to forbear and aſſured them he was certain that 
Pikes were often ſo ſerved. 

I told this which is to be read in the ſixth 
Chapter of the Book of Dubravims ) unto a 
friend, who replied, /t was as improbable as to 
hrve the mouſe ſcratch out the cats eyes. Bur he did 
not conlider, that there be fiſhins Frogs (which 
the Dalmatians call the Water-Devil of which 
I might tell you as wonderful a ftory,but I ſhall 

tell 
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tell you, that *cis not to be doubted , bur tha 
there be ſome frogs ſo fearfull of the Water- 
ſnake, that, when they ſwim in a place they fear 
tomeet with him, they geta reed acrofle into 
their mouthes, which if they two meet by ac- 
cident, ſecures the frog from the ſtrength and 
malice of the Snake , and note , that the frogs 
ſwims the faſter, | 

Andletme tell you, that as there be Water- 
and Land-frogs, ſo there be Land and Water- 


ſnakes, Concerning which take this Obſerva- 


tion, That the Land-ſnake breeds, and hatches 
her egss, which become young Snaxes in ſome 
old dunghillzor a like hot place; but the Water- 
ſnake, which is not venemous ( and as I have 
been aſſured by a great obſerver of ſuch ſecrets) 
does breed her young alive, which ſhe does noc 
then forſake, but bides with them, and in caſe 
of danger will take them all into her mouth and 
ſwim away from any apprehended danger, and 
let them out again when ſhe thinks a!l danger 
to be paſt; Theſe be accidents that we Anglers 
ſometimes ſee and often talk of. 

But whither am I going ? I had almoſt loſt 
my ſelfby remembrins the Diſcourſe of D#- 
Lravias. 1 will therefore ſtop here; and tell you 
—_—_— to my promiſe how to catch this 
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His feeding is uſually of f/h or frogs, and 


ſometimes a weed of his own called Pickyell- 
weed, Of which I told you ſome think ſome 
Pikes are bred ; for they have obſerved , thar 
where none have been put into Ponds, yet they 
have there found many : and that there has 
been plenty of that weed in thoſe Ponds, and 
that that weed both breeds and feeds them; but 
whether thoſe Pikes ſo bred will ever breed by 
generation as the others do, I ſhall leave to the 
diſquiſitions of men of more curiolity and lea- 
ſire than I profeſſe my ſelf to have z and ſhall 
proceed to tell you that you may fiſh for a Pike, 
either with a /edger or a walking-bait ; and you 
are to note,that I call that a Ledger bait,which 
is fixed, or made to reſt in one certain place 
when you ſhall be abſent and I call that a 
walking bait, which you take with you, and 
have ever in motion. Concernins which two, I 
ſhall give you this diretion, That your Ione: 
all 
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| bait is beſtto be alivins bait, whether it be a 


fiſhor a frog 5 and that you” may make them 
live the longer, you may or indeed you mutt 
take this courſe, 

Firſt, for your live bait of fiſh, a Roach or 
Dace is, (I think) beſt and mott tempting,and a 
Pearch is the longeſt lived on a hook , and ha- 
ving cut off his fin on his back, which may be 


| done without hurting him, you muſt rake your 


knife,(which cannot be too ſharp) and betwixt 
the head and the fin on the back, cut or make 
an incilion, or ſuch a ſcar, as you may put the 
arming wier of your hook into it, with as little 
bruling or hurting the fiſh as art and dilligence 
will enable you to do, and fo carrying your ar- 
ming wier along his back, unto, or near the 
tail of your Fiſh,betwixt the skin and the bo- 
dy of it, draw out that wier or arming of your 
hook at another ſcar near to his tail:then tie him 
about it with thred,but no harder than of neceſ- 
{ity you muſt to prevent hurting the fiſhzand the 
better to avoid hurting the fiſh, ſome have a 
kind of probe to open the way, for the more 
ealie entrance and paſſage of yourwrie or arm- 
ing: but as for theſe time,and a lictſeexperience 
will teach you better than I can by words z 
therefore I will for the preſent ſay no more 
of this, but come next ro give you ſome directi- 
ons, how to bait your hook with a fros, 

Fen, Buty good Maſter, did you not fay even 
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now, that ſome Frogs were venemous, and is it 
Not dangerous to touch them ? 

Piſc. Yes, but I will give yon ſor: Rules or 
Cautions concerning thei: An i.» 1are to 
note, that there are two k 11d of Fr:91, ti 9t is t0 
ſay,(ifI may ſo expreſs my ſe!fa fl-/hand u fe/h- 
frog : by fleſh frogs, I mean frogs (4; breed and 
live on the land; and of theſe there ve ſeveral 
forts alſo and colours, ſome being peckled, ſome 
Sreeniſh, ſome blackiſh, or brown : the green 
Frog, which is a ſmall one, is by Topſe/ taken to 
be venemous; and ſo is the padock,, or Frog-pa- 
dog, which uſually keeps or breeds on the land, 
and is very large and bony, and big, eſpecially 
the She fros of that kind ; yet theſe will ſome- 
time come into the water, but it is not often ; 
and the land frogs are ſome of them obſerved 
by him, to breed by laying eggs. and others to 
breed of theſlime and duſt of the earth,and that 
in winter they turn to ſlime again, and that the 
next Summer that very ſlime returns to be a li- 
ving creature 3 this is the opinion of Pliny : and 
* Takis x6, *C4rdanus undertakes to give reaſon 
Book,Deſubriz, for the raining of Frogs ; but if it 
* were in my power, it ſhould rain 
none but water-Frogs, for thoſe, I think are not 
venemous, eſpecially the right water-Frog , 
which about February or March breeds in dit- 
ches by lime and blackith eggs in that ſlime : 
about which time of breeding the He and She 

| | | Frogs 
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Frogs are obſerved to uſe divers Summer-ſauts 
and to croak and make a noiſe, which the land 
frog,or Padok frog never does. Now of theſe 
water-frogs, if you intend to fiſh with a frog 
for a Pike, you are to chuſe the yelloweſt that 
you can get , for tiat the Pike ever likes beſt. 
And thus uſe your fros , that he may continue 
lons alive. | 

Pat your hook into his mouth, which you 
may eaſily do from about the middle of April 
till Azg»ſt, and then the frogs mouth grows 
up , and he Continues ſo for at leaſt ſix moneths 
without eatins , but is ſuſtained, none but he 
whoſe name is Wonderful , knowes how,lI ſay, 
put your hook,I mean thearming wyer through 
his mouth , and out at his gills, and then with 
a fine needle and (11k ſow the upper part of his 
128g with onely one ſtitch to the arming wire 
of your hook, or tie the frogs leg above the up- 
per joynt to the armed wire , and in ſo doing, 
uſe him as though you loved him, that is, harm 
him as little as you may poſſibly , that he may 
live the longer. 

And now, havins given you this dire&ion 
for the baiting your' ledger . hook with a live 
Fiſhor frog , my next mul? be to tell yau, how 
your hook thus baited mu{t or may be. uſed : 
and it is thus. Having faftned your hook toa - 
line, which if ic be not fourteen yards long, 
ſhould not be lefle then twelue ; you are to fa- 

ſten 
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ſten that line to any bough near to a hole where 
a Pike 1s, or is likely to lie, or to have a haunt, 
and then wind your line on anv forked tick, 

all your line except half a yard of it or rather 
more , and ſplic that forked ſtick with ſach a 
nick or notch at one end of it , as may keep the 
line from any more of it ravellins from, abour 
the ſtick, then ſo much of it as you intended ; 

and chuſe your forked ſtick to be of that bicneſs 
as may keep the fiſh or fros from pulling the 
forked Rick under the water till the Pike bites, 
and then ch& Pike havins pulled che line torth 
of the clift or nick of that ſtick in which it was 
gently faſtned , will have line enough to go to 
his hold and powch the bait ; and if you would 
have this ledger bait to keep at a fixt place, un- 
diſturbed by wind or other accidents which 
may drive it to the ſhore (ide , (for you are to 
note, that it 1s likelieſt to catch a Pike in the 
mid of the water / then hans a ſmall Plummer 
of lead, atone, or piece of tyle, or a turf ina 
ftring, and caſt it into the water, with the fork- 
ed ſick, to nans upon the oround to be an An- 


.chor tokeep tae forked itick from movins out 


of your intended place ti!l the Pixe come. This 
I take to be a very good way, to ule ſo many 
_ baits as you intend to make trial of. 

J)c if you bait your hooks thus,with live Fiſh 
or nd and ina windy day, faſten them thus 
t0 a bong! 1 or bundle of raw, and by the help 

of 
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of that wind can get them to move crofle a pond 
or mere, you are like to {tand {till on the ſhore 
and ſee ſport, if there be any {tore of Pike: 3 or 
theſe live Baits may make ſport, beins tied a- 
bout the body or winss of a Gooſe or Dack , 
and ſhe chaſed over a Pond : andthe like may 
be done witlr turnins three or four live baits 
thus faſtened to bladders, or boughs, or bottles 
of hay or flags, to ſwim down a River, whilſt 
you walk quietly alone on the ſhore, and are 
{till in expeRation of ſport. The reſt mult be 
taught you by pratice, for time will not allow 
me to ſay more of this kind of fiſhing with live 
baits, 

And for your dead bait for a Pike, for that 
you may be taught by one dayes going a fhiſh- 
ing with me, or any other body that fiſhes for 
him, for the baitins your hook with a dead 
Gudgeon or a Roach, and moving it up and down 
the Water, is too ealie a thins to take up any 
time to dire you todo it; and yet, becauſe 
I cut vou ſhort in that, I will commute for it, 
by telling you that that was told me for a ſe-, 
cret :itis this, 

Difſolve Gum of Ivy in Oyle of Spike, and 
therewith annoynt your dead bait for a Pike, and 
then caſt it into a likely place, 22d when it has lain a 
ſhort time at the Lottom, draw it towards the top of 
the water and (0 up the ſtream, and it is more then 
likely that yin have a Pike follow yer with more 


than common eagerne{e, And 
» 
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And ſome affirm , that any baic annointed 
with the marrow of the Thish-bone of an Hern 
is a great temptation to any Fiſh. 

Theſe have not been tried by me, but told 
me by a friend of note, that pretended to do 
me a courtelie, butif this direion to catch a 
pike thus do you no good, yet I am certain this 
direction how to roaſt him when he is caught, 
is choicely good, for I havetryed it; and it is 
ſomewhat the better for not being common: 
but with my dire&ion you mult take this Cauti- 
on, that your pik- mnt not be 2 ſmal one , that 
is, it miſt be half a Yard, -and ſhould be 
bigger. 

Firſt, open your Pike at the gills, and if need bes 
cut alſo a litt!e ſlit tovards his belly;ont of theſe take 
his guts, and keep his liver, which you are to ſhred 
very ſmall with Time, Sweet-margerome, and 4 
little Winter-ſavoury ; to th:/z put ſome pick- 
led Oyſters, and {v722 Anchovies ts or three.both 
theſe laſt whole (for the Anchovies will melt, ond 
the Oyſters ſh1#/d not ) to theſe you muſt adde a'ſo a 
pound of ſweet buttery which you are to mx with the 
* hevs that are ſhred,and let th:mz all be well ſalted (if 
the Pike be more than a yard long, than your my put 
into theſe herbs mare than a pornd, or if he be leſſe , 
then lefſe Batter will ſuffice : ) theſe being thus mit 
with blade or two of Mace, muſt be pres into the 
Pikes belly, and then his belly ſowved 9, and ſd ſuns, 
ed #p, as t9 hee» all the Better in his belly if it be poſ- 
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| fiblegif not, then as much of it as you pſſible can,l ut 
| take not of the / cales - then you are to thruſt the /, pit 
through his munth out at his tayl, and then nith 
four, or froeg or ſix ſplit ſticks, or wry thin lathes, 
and a convenient quantity of T ape or Fillitingy theſe 
| lathes are tole tyed round about the Pikes Lody from 
his head to his tayl, and the T ape tyed ſomewhat 
thick to prevent his breaking or falling iff from the 
| ſpit, let him le rooſted wery leaſurely, and of ten ba- 
fled with C laret wine, and Anchovyes, and Butter 
mixt together and alſo with what mo'ſture falls from 
him into the pan : when you have roſted hinsſffici- 
ently you are to hold under him ( when you unwind br 
| cut the T ape that tyes him )) ſuch a diſh as you pnr- 
| Poſe to eat him ont of; and let him fall into it with the 
ſawce that 1s roſted in his belly,and by this means the 
Pike will be kept unbroken and compleat: then to the 
ſawce, which was within,and alſo in the pan, you «re 
| toadde a fit quantity of the beſk Butter, and to 
ſqueeze the juyce of three or four Oranges:loſt ly,yeu” 
may either put into the Pike nith the Oyſters, tw9 
| cloves of Garlick,, and take it whole out, when the 
Pike # cut iff the ſpit, or ta give the ſawce a hogo, 
let the diſh (into which you let the Pike fall) beryb- 
bed with it : the uſing or not uſing of this Garlick, is 
Ift to your diſcretion. 
M. B. 


This diſh of meat is too good ſor any but 
'Anglers or honeſt men, and I truit, you will 
prove 
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prove both, and therefore 1 have truſted you 
with this ſecret, 

Let me next tell yon, that Ge/ney tells us there 
are no Pikes in Spain,and that the largeſt are in 
the Lake Thrafimane in/taly ; and the next, it 
not equall to them.are the P:kes of England,and 
that in England, - Linco/n ſhire boaſteth to have 
the biggeſt. Juſt ſo doth S#ſex boaſt of four 
ſorts of fiſh; namely an Arundel! Mallet, a Chi- 
cheſter Lobſter, a Cheljey Cock'e, and an Amerl 
T rout. | 

Bur I will take up no more of your time 
with this relation,but proceed to give you ſome 
obſervations of the Carp, and how to angle for 
him. | | 


——— 


CHAP. IX. 
| Olſerations of the Carp, with DireFions 
Piſc, HE Carp is the Queen of Rivers, 

7 a ſtately, a good, and a very ſub- 
nor hath been lons in England, 

but is now naturalized, Ir is ſaid, they were 
that then lived at P;umſted in $yſex, a County 
that abounds more with this fiſh than any in this 


how to fiſh for him. 

til fiſh, that was not at firlt bred, 
brought hither by one Mr. aſecal a Gentleman, 
Nation, You 
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You may remember that I told you , Ge/er 

ſays, there are no Pikes in Spain 3 and doubtleſs, 

there was a time,about a hundred or a few more 

years ago,when there were no Carps in England, 

as may ſeem to be afhrmed by S. Richard Baker, 
in whoſe Chronicle you may find theſe Verſes. 


Hops and T wrkies, Carps and Beer 

Came into England all in a yecr. 

And doubtleſs as of Sea-fiſh the Herring dies 
ſooneſt out of the water , and of freſh-water- 
fiſh the Trot, fo (except the Eele) the Carp in- 
dures moſt hardneſs, and lives longeſt out of 
his own proper Element. And therefore the re- 
port of the Carps being brouglrt out of a for- 
raigne into this Nation is the more probable. 

Carps and Loaches are obſerved to Breed 
ſeveral months in one year , which Pikes and 
moſt other Fiſh do not. And this is partly 
proved by tame and wild Rabbets, as alſo by 
ſome Ducks , which will lay ess nine of the 
twelve moneths, and yet there be other Dxcks 
that lay not longer then about one month. 
And it is the rather believed , becauſe you ſhall 
ſcarce or never take a ale Carp without a7Melr, 
or a Female without a Ke Or ſpawn , and for the 
moſt part very much ; and eſpecially all the 
Sammer ſeaſon 3 and it is obſerved , that they 
breed more naturally in ponds then in running 
waters , if they breed there at all ; ) and that 


thoſe 
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- thoſe that live in Rivers are taken by men 


of the belt palats to be ' much the better 
meat. 

And it is obſerved, that in ſome ponds C;xps 
will not breed , eſpecially in cold ponds ; bur 
where they will breed , they breed innumera- 
bly 3 Ariſtotle and Pliny ſay , fix times in a year, 
if there be no Pikes nor Pearch to devour their 
Spawn , when it is caſt vpon grafle, or flags or 
weeds, where it lies ten or twelve dayes before 
it be enlivened. * 

The Carp, if he have water-room and good 
feed, will grow to a very great bigneſſe and 
length : I have heard, to be much above a yard 
long. *Tis ſaid (by fovine, who hath writ of 
Fiſhes ) that in the Lake Zurian in /taly , Carps 
have thriven to be more then fifry pound 
weight, which isthe more probable, for as the 
Bear is conceiv'd and born ſuddenly ; and be- 
ins born is but ſhort-liv'd : So on the contrary, 
the Elerhant is ſaid to be two years in his dams 
belly (fome think he is ten years in it, ) and be- 
ins born growes in bignefle twenty years ; and 
*cis obſerv'd too that he lives to the Ave of a 
hundred years. And *cts alſo obſerv*d that the 
Crocadile is very lons-liv'd,and more then that, 
that all that lons life he thrives in bignefle, and 
ſo I think ſome Carps do, eſpecially in ſome 
places ; though I never ſaw one above 2 3. in- 
ches, which was a great and a goodly Fiſh = 

ave 
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have been affured there are of a far greater ſize, 
and in England too, 

Now, as the increaſe of Crps is wonderful 
for their number ; ſo there is not a reaſon found 
out, I think by any, why they ſhould breed in 
ſome ponds, and not in others of the ſame na- 
ture, for ſoil and all other circumſtances : and 
as their breeding, ſo are their decayes alſo very 
myſterious: I have both read it, and been told 
by a Gentleman of tryed honeſty, that he has 
known (ixty or more large Carps put into ſeve- 
ral ponds near toa houſe, where by reaſon of 
the ſtakes in the ponds, and the Owners con- 
ſtant being near to them, it was impoſſible they 
ſhould be ſtole awayffrom him : and that when 
he has after three or four years emptyed the 
pond, and expected an increaſe from them by 
breeding youns ones ( for that they might do 
ſo he had, as the rule is, put inthree Melters 


| forone Spawner) he has, 1I ſay, after three or 


four years, found neither a young nor old Carp 
remaining. And the like I have known of one 
that has almaſt watched his pond, and at a like 
diſtance of time, at the fiſhins of a pond, found 
of ſeventy or eighty large Carps not above five 
or {ix : and that he had forborn longer to fiſh 
the ſaid pond, but that he ſaw in a hot day in 
Summer, a large Carp ſwim near to the top of 
the water with a Frog upon his bead, and that 


he upon that occaſion cauſed his pond — 
| ry: 
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dry : and I ſay, of ſeventy or eighty Carts, on- 
ly found five or lix in the ſaid pond, and thoſe 
very lick and lean, and with every one a Frogs 
ſticking ſo faſt on the head of the ſaid Carpy, 
that the Fros would not be got oft without ex- 
treme force or killing : and the Gencleman that 
did affirm this tome, told me he ſaw it, and did 
declare his belief to be, ( and I alfo believe the 
ſame) that he thought the other Carps that were 
ſo {tranpely loſt, were ſo killed by frogs, and 
then devoured, 

But I am faln into this Diſcourſe by accident, 
.of which I might ſay more, but it has proved 
longer than I intended, and poſſibly may not to 
you be conliderable; I1Thall therefore give 
you three or four more ſhort obſervations of the 
Carp, and then fall upon ſome dire&ions how 
you ſhall fiſh for him. 

The age of Carps is by Sir Francis Bacon ( in 
his Hiſtory of Lite and Death) obſerved to be 
but ten years 3 yet others think they live lon- 
ger. Geſner ſales a Carp has been known ro live 
in the Palatinxte above a hundred years : But 
moſt conclude, that ( contrary to the Pike or 
Luce ) all Carps are the better for age and big- 
nefs, the tongues of Carps are noted to be choice 
and coſtly meat, eſpecially to them that buy 
them : but Geſner ſaies, Carps have no tongue 
I;ke other Fiſh, but apiece of fleſh like Fiſh in 
their mouth like to a tongue , and ſhould be 

called 
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called a palate : But it is certain it 1s choicely 
good, and thar the Carp is to be reckoned a- 
mongſt thoſe leather-mouthed fiſh , which I 
told you have their teeth in their throat, and 
for that reaſon he is very ſeldom loſt by break- 
ing his hold, if your hook be once {tuck into his 
chaps. 

I told you, that Sir Francis Bacon thinks that 
the Carp lives but ten years, but Janus Dabra- 
vius has writ a Book of Fiſh and Fiſh-ponds, in 
which he faies, That Carps begin to Spawn at 
the age of three years, and continue to doſo 
till thirty : he ſaies alſo, That in the time of 
their breeding, which is in Summer, when 
the Sun hath warmed both the earth and water, 
and ſo apted them alſo for generation, that then 
three or four Male-Carps will follow a Female, 
and that then ſhe putting on a ſeeming coyneſs, 
they force her through weeds and flags, where 
ſhe lets fall her Eggs or Spawn, which ſticks 
faſt to the weeds, and then they let fall their 
Melt upon it, and fo it becomes in a ſhort time 
to be a living fiſh;3 and as I told you, it is 
thought the Carp does this ſeveral moneths in 
the year, and molt believe that moſt fiſh breed 
after this manner, except the Eele : and it has 
been obſerved, that when the Spawner has 
weakned her ſelf by doing that natural office, 
thattwo or three Melters have helped her from 
off the weeds, by bearing her up on both -_ 
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and guarding her into the deep. And you may 
note, that though this may ſeem a curiolity not 
worth obſerving, yet others have judged it 
worth their time and coſts, to make Gl,ſſe- 
hives, and order them in ſuch a manner as to fee 
how Bees have bred. and made their Hon:y- 
combs, and how they have obeyed their King, 
and governed their Common-wealth. But it is 
thought that all Carps are not bred by genera- 
tion, but that ſome breed other wayes, as ſome 
Pikes do. 

The Phyſicians make. the galls and ſtones in 
the heads of Carps tobe very medicinable ; b'-! 
"tis not to be doubted but that in /taly they mz..e 
Sreat profit of the Spawn of Carps, by ſelling it 
to the Fewes, who make it into red Caviare, the 
Jewes not beins by their Law admitted to eat of 
Caviare made of the Stwrgimm, that being a Fiſh 
that wants ſcales, and ( as may appear 1n 
Levit.11.) by them to be reputed unclean. 

Much more might be ſaid out of himzand out 
of Ariſtotle, which Dalravizs often quotes in his 
D:ſcourſe of Fiſhes 3 but it might rather per- 
plex than ſatishe you, and therefore I ſhall ra- 
ther chuſe to dire& you how to catch,than ſpend 
more time in diſcourling either of the nature or 
Le breeding of this Carp. 


or 
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or of any more circumſtances concerning him, 
but yet I ſhall remember you of what I told you 
before, that he is a very ſubtil Fiſh, and hard to 
be caught, 

And my firſt direRion is, that if you will 
Fiſh for a Carp, you muſt puton a very large 
meaſure of patience ; eſpecially tofiſh for a Ri- 
ver Carp : I haveknown a very good Fiſher an- 
Sle diligertly four or fix hours in a day, for 
three or tour daies together for a River Carp, and 
not have a bite : and you are !0 note , that in 
ſome ponds it is as hard to catch a Carp as in a 
River; that is to ſay , where they have ſtore of 
teed,and the water is of a clayiſh colour:But you 
are toremember , that I have told you there is 
no rule without an exception,and therefore be- 
ins poſſeſt with that hope and patience which I 
wiſh to all Fiſhers , eſpecially to the Carp-An- 
ger , I ſhall tell you with what bait to fiſh for 
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him. But firſt you are to know, that it muſt be 
either early or late ; and let me tell you, that 
in hot weather (for he will ſeldom bite in cold) 
you cannot be tooearly or too late at it. And 
ſome have been ſo curious as to ſay , the 10. of 
April is a fatal day for Carps. 

The Carp bites either at worms or at paſte, 
and of worm; I rhink the blewiſhMarſh orMea- 
dow worm is beſt , but poſſibly another worm 
not too big may do as well, and ſo may a green 
Gentle; And as for paftes , there are almoſt as 
many ſorts as there are Medicines for the 
Toothach, but doubtleſs ſweet paſtes are beſt , 
I mean, paſtes made with honey or with ſugar ; 
which, that you may the better beguile this 

crafty Fiſh , ſhould be thrown into the Pond or 
/ place in which you fiſh for him ſome hours be- 
fore you undertake your tryal of skill with the 
Angle-rod : and doubtleſs if it be thrown in- 
to the water a day or two before, at ſeverall 
times and in ſmall pellets, you are the likelier 
when you fiſh for the Carp to obtain your deſi- 
red ſport : or in a large Pond to draw them to 
any certain place, that they may the better and 
with more hope be fiſhed for, you are to throw 
into it in ſome certain place, either Grains or 
Blond mixt wita Cow-dung,or with Bran; or 
any Garbage, as Chickens guts or the like, and 
then ſome of your ſmall ſweet pellets with 
which you purpoſe to angle ; and theſe ſmall 
"Hy | pellets 
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petlets being a few of. them alſo thrown in as 
you are Angling. 

' And your pate muſt be thus made : Take 
the fleſh of a Rabbet or Cat cut ſmall , and 
| Bean-flowre, and if that may not be ealily got, 
| Bet other flowre, and then mix theſe together, 
and put tothem either Sugar, or Flpney,which 
I think better , and then bear theſe together in 
a Mortar, or ſometimes work them in your 
hands, ( your hands being very clean ) and then 
make it into a Ball, or twogor three, as you like 
belt for your uſe : but you muſt work or pound 
it ſo long inthe Mortar, , as to make it ſo rough 
as to hang upon your hook without waſhing 
from it , yet not too hardy or that you may the 
better keep it on your hook, you may knead 
with your pate a little (and not much) white or 
yellowiſh wool. F£ 

Andif you would have this paſte keep all the 
year for any other Fiſh , then mix with.it Fir- 
. gins wax and clarified honey , and work them to- 
gether with your hands before the Fire , then 
make theſe in to balls, and it will keep all the 
year, 

And if you fiſh for a Carp with Gentles,then 
put upon your hook a ſmall piece of Scarler a- 
bout this bigneſs FF it being ſoked in, or 
annointed with Oy of Peter, called by ſome 
Ol of the Reck,, and if your Gentles be pit two 


or three dayes before into a box or horn an- 
M. - nainted 
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nointed with honey , and ſo put upon your 
hook, as to preſerve them to be living, you are 
as like to kill this crafty fiſh this way as any o- 
ther : But ſtill as you are fiſhing chaw a little 
white or brown bread in your mouth,and caſt it 
into the pond about the place where your Flote 
ſwims. Other baites there be , but theſe with 
dil;gence, and patient watchfulneſs, will do it 
better then any that I have ever praQtiſed , or 
heard of: And yet I ſhall tell you , that the 
crumbs of white bread and honey made into a 
paſte is a good bait for a Carp,and you know jt 
is-more eaſily made. And having ſaid thus much 
of the Carp, -my next diſcourſe hall be of the 
Bream, which ſhall not prove ſo tedious, and 
therefore I delire the continuance of your at- 
tention. 

But firſt I will tell you how to make this Carp 
that is ſo curious to be caught , ſo curious a diſh 
of meat, as ſhall make him worth all your la- 
bour ; and though it is not without ſome trou- 
ble and charges, yet it will recompence both, 

Take a Carp ( alive if poſſible ) ſcour him, and 
rub him e'ean with water and Jalt,but ſcale hins not, 
then open him, and put him nith his bluud and his 
liver (which you muſt ſave when you open him) into a 
ſmall pot or kettle; then take ſweet Margerome,T ime 
and Parſley ,of each half a handf ul, a | prig f Roſe- 
mary,and another of Savonry, bind them mto two or 


threes [mall bundles , and put them to your Carp, 
Eu Tith 
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with four or five whole Onyn:s , twenty pickled Oy= 


fters, and three Anchcyvies, Fnen Porr #pon yuur 
Carp as much claret wine as will onely cover bim 3 
and ſeaſon Jour claret well with ſalt * C {oves and 
Mace, rnd the rinds of Or anves ond Lemons, co- 
wer your pot and ſet it on 2 quick firextill it Le ſuffici- 
ently boiled 3 then toke ent the Carp and ley it with 
the lroth into the d iſh, and Dor pon It a QUATEY of 
P pound of freſh [utter melted and beatengwith half a 
dozen (pronfuls of the lroth, the yo.kg of two or three 
eegsgand ſome of the herbs ſhred , garniſh Your diſh 
with Lemmons and ſo ſerve it up, 

Dr. T. 


— 
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Ozſervations of the Bream , and airefions 
to catch him, 


is a large and ftaiely Fiſh; he will 
breed both in Rivers and ponds : 
but loves beſt to live in ponds , and 
where, if he [.kes the water and Air, he will 
grow not only to be very large, but as fat as a 
Hos : he is by Geſner taken to be more pleaſant 
or ſweet then wholſome ; this Fiſh 1s long in 
growing , but breeds exceedingly. in a wa- 


ter that pleaſes him, yea, in many me—_ 
a 


af ry Bre-m being at a fall growth 
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faſt,as to over-itore them, and ſtarve the other 
Fiſh, 

He is very broad with a forked tail, and his 
ſcales ſetin excellent order, he hath large eyes 
and a Rarrow ſuckins mouth ; he hath two ſets 
of teet, anda loz ng like bone, a bone to help 
his grinding. The Melter is obſerved to have 
two large Melts, and the Female two large bags 
of eges or ſpawn. 

Geſner reports,that in Poland a certain, and a 
Sreat number of large Breames were put intoa 
Pond , which in the next following winter was 
froz2n up into one intire ice, and not one drop 
of water remaining, nor one of theſe fiſh to be 
found, though they were diligently ſearcht for ; 
and yet the next Spring when the ice was 
thawed, and the weather warm, they all appea- 
red again. This Geſner affirms, and I quote my 
Author, becauſd it ſeems almoſt as incredible 
as the Reſurreftion to an Athieſt. But it may win 
ſomething in point of believing it , to him that 
conliders the breeding or renovation of the 
Silk-ewarm , and of manyfinſeats. And that 
is conliderable which Sir Frances Bacon obſerves 
in his Hiſtory of Life and Death (fo/»20.) that 
there be ſome herbs that die and ſprins every 
year, and ſome endure longer, 

But though ſome do not, yet the French e- 
ſteem this Fiſh highly, and to that end have 


this Proverb , He that bath Breams in his pond is | 
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| able to bid his friend welcome, And it is noted, 
| thatthe belt part of a Breame is his belly and 
head. 

Some ſay , that Breamzs and Roaches will mix 
their eggs,and melt together, and fo there is in 
many places a Baſtard breed of Bream, that 
never come to be either large or good, but very 
| Numerous. 
| The Baits cod to catch this Eriam are ma- 
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ny. Firſt, paſte made of brown bread and 
honey, gentles, or the brood of waſps that be 
| young,and then not unlike Gentles;8 ſhould be 
hardned in an oven,ot driedona tile before the 

| fire 3 orthere is at the root of docks, or flags, 
or ruſhes in watry places , a worm not unlike a 
Magot, at which Tench will bite freely. Or 

| he will bite at a Graſhopper with his legs nipt 
| off in Tuneand Fuly, or at ſeveral flies under wa- 
ter , which may be found on flags that grow 
NEar 
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near to the water {ide, I doubt not but that 
there be many other baits that are good , butI 


will tarn them all into this moſt excellent one, * 


either for a C2rp or Br--»2,in any river or Mere: 
1t was Siven to me by a molt honeſt and excel- 
tent Angler, and hopins you will prove both, I 
_ '1Myart it to you, 

- Lot YOUur bait be as bis a red WOTm 15 vo! 
Can \ find ) without a knot, "Geta pint or quart 
of them in an evenins in garden walks, or 


tt 


-lalky Commons after a ſhowre of rain ; and | 


put them with clean” Moſle well waſhed and 
picked, and the Water ſqueezed out of the Moſs 


as dry as yon can, into ap earthen pot or/pipkin | 


ſet dry, and change the Moſs freſh every three 

or four dayes for three weeks or 3 monethtoge- 
ther, then vour baitwill-be ache beſt. 

. Havins prepared your baits, get your 

tackling ready and fitted after this ſort. Take 

three [ons Angling Rods , and as many and 


more (ilk , or ilk and hair lines , and as many | 


farse Swan or Gooſe- -quil floats. Then take a 


piece of Lead made after this man- 
ner , and faſten them to the lower *g 
ends of your Lines. Then faſten 


Your link-hook alſo to the lead , and to the end ' 
of yor Line, let there be about a foot or ten 
inches between the lead and the hook , but be | 
ſure the lead be heavy enough to link the float 
or quil under water,and not the quil to bear 'P 
the 


— 
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the Lead. Note, that your link next the hook 
may be ſmaller than the reſt of your line, if you 


\ dare adventure for fear of takins the Pike or 


— _ 
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Pearch, who will afſuredly vilit your hooks, till 
they be taken out(as I will ſhewyou afterwards ) 
before either Carp or Bream will come near to 
bite. Note alſo, that when the worm is well 
baited, it will crawle up and down, as far as the 
Lead will give leave, which much inticeth the 
F:ſh to bite without ſuſpicion. 

3. Having thus prepared your baits, and 


| fitted your tackling, repair to the River, where 


you have ſeen them to ſwim in skuls or ſhoals 
in the Summer time ina hot afternoon, about 
three or four of the clock, and watch their g0- 
ing forth of their holes and returnins ( which 
you may well diſcern) for they return about 
four, of the clock moſt of them ſeeking food at 
the bottom, yet one or two will lie on the top 
of the water, rollins and tumblins themſelves, 
whilſt the reſt are under him at the bottom, and 
ſo you ſhall perceive him to keep Sentivel;then 
mark where he playes moſt, and itayes longeit, 
( which commonly is in the broadeſt and deep- 
elt place of the River) and there, or near there- 


' abouts, at a clear bottom, and a convenient 


| 


landing place, take one of your Angles ready 
fitted as aforeſaid, and ſound rhe bottom, about 
eight or ten foot deep,two yards from the bank 
i5 the beſt.” Then conlider with your —_— 

ther 
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ther that water will riſe or fall by the next more | 
ning by reaſon of any water-mills near, and ac- | 
cordins to your diſcretion take the depth ofthe | 
place, where you mean after tq caſt your | 
ground-bait, and to fiſh, to half an inch ; that | 
the Lead lying on or near the ground-bait, the |, 
top of the float may only appear upright half | 
an inch above the water. | 
Thus you having found and fitted for the place | 
and depth thereof, then go home and | 
prepare your ground-bait, which is next | 
to the fruit of your labours to be regard- | 
ed, | 
The Groand- Bait, 
You ſhall take a peck, or a peck and a halt | 
(according to the greatneſs of the ſtream, and 
deepneſs of the water,where you mean to angle) 
of ſweet groſs-Sround barely-malt, and boll it | 
ina kettle (one or two warms is enough) then , 
ſtrain it through a Bag into atub ( the liquor 
whereof hath often done my Horſe much 
good) and when the bag and malt is near cold, 
take it down to the water-lide about eight or 
nine of the clock in the evening,and not before; 
caſt in two parts of your gr ound- bait, ſqueezed | 
hard between both your hands, it will ſink pre- 
ſently to the bottom, and be ſure it may reſt in 
the very place where you mean to angle ; if the 
ſtream run hard or move a little, caſt your malt 


in handfuls the higher upwards the ftream.You 
may | 
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may between your hands cloſe the Malt fo faſt 
in handfuls, that the water will hardly part it 
with the fall. 

Your ground thus baited, and tackling fitted, 
leave your bag with the reſt of your tackling, 
and ground-bait near the ſporting-place all_ 
night, and in the mornings about three or four 
of the clock vilit the water-lide ( but not too 
near) for they have a Watch-man, and are 
watchful themſelves. 

Then gently take one of your three rods, and 
bait your hook, caſtins it over your ground- 
bait, & gently & ſecretly draw it to you till the 
Lead reſts about the middle of the ground-bait. 

Then take a ſecond Rod and cait in abouta 
yard above, and your third a yard below the 
firſt Rod, and ſtay the Rods in the ground, but 
0 your ſelf ſo far from the water-(ide, that you 
perceive nothins but the top of the floats, 
which you muſt watch moſt diligently, then 
when you have a bite,you ſhall perceive the top 
of your float to link ſuddenly into the water ; 
vet nevertheleſs bz not too haſty to run to your 
Rods, until you ſee that Line goes clear away 3 
then creep to the water-lide, and giveas much 
Line as poſlibly you can : if it be a Carpor 
Bre:mg they will goto the farther (ide of the Ri- 
ver, then ſt-ike gently, and hold your Rod at a 


| bent a lictle while ; for if you both pull, you 


are ſure to loſe your Gamezfor either youg line 
or 
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or hook,or hold will break; and after vou bave 
overcome them, they will make noble {port, and 
are very ſhie to be landed. The Czrp is far 
ſtronger and mettleſome than the Bream. 

Much more is to be obſerved in this kind of 
Fiſh and Fiſhing, but it is far fitter for experi- 
ence and diſcourſe than paper, Only thus much 
is neceſſary for you to know, and to be mind- 
ful and careful of, That if the Pike or Pearch 
do breed in that Rive er, they will be ſure to bite 
firſt, and muſt firlt be taken. And for the moſt 
part they are very large, and will repair to 
vour Sround- bait, 1:0t that they will eatof it, 
but will feed and ſport themſelves amongſt the 
youns Fry, that gather about and hover over 
the Bit. 

The way to diſcern the Pike and ro take him, 
if you miftrult your Bream-hook, ( for I have 
taken a Pite a yard long ſeveral times at my 
Bre:w-hooks, and ſometimes he hath had the 
Inck to ſhare my line.) 

Take a (mall P/eak,, or Roxch, or Gadgion, 
and baic it, and ſet it alive among your Rods 
eo ſoot deep from the Cork, with a little red 
worm on the point of the hook, then take a few 
crums of White-bread, or ſome of the orounds 
bar, and ſprinkle it vently amongſt your Rods. 
If Mr. Pike be there, then the little Fiſh will 
Skip out of che water,but the live-ſet Bait is ſure 


to be taken, 
T ans 
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Thuscontinue your ſport from four in the 
morning till eight, and if it be a gloomy windy 
day , they will bite all day long, But this is too 
long to ſtand to your rods at one placey& it will 
ſpoil your evening ſport that day,which is this, 
About four of the clock in the Afternoon 
repair to your baited place , and as ſoon as you 
come to the water ſide, caſt in one half of the 
reſt of your ground-bait, and ſtand off : then 
whilſt the Fiſh are gathering together , ( for 
there they will moſt certainly come for their 
ſupper ) you may take a pipe of Tobacco 3 and 
then in with your three rods as in the mornigg : 
You will find excellent ſport that evening till 
eight of the clock'3 then caſt in the relidue of 
your ground-bait, and next morning by four 
of the clock viſit them again for four hours, 
which is the beſt ſport of all ; and after that let 
them reſt till you and your friends have a mind 
to more ſport. 

From St. Fames Tide until Bartholomew Tide 
is the beſt, when they have had all the Summers 
food, they are the fatteſt, 

Obſerve laſtly, That after three or four dayes 
fiſbins together, your Game will be very ſhie 
and wary;and you ſhall hardly get above a bite 
or two at a baiting ; then your onely way 1s to 
deliſt from your ſport about two or three 
dayes ; and in the mean time (on the place you 


late baited , and again intend to bait) you ſhall 
N take 


178 The Complete Angler. 

take a turf of green, but ſhort graſs, as big or 
bigger than a round Trencher ; to the top of 
this turf, on the green (ide , you ſhall witha 
Needle and green thred faſten one by one as 
many little red worms as will near cover all the 
turf; Then take a round board or Trencher, 
make a hole in the middle thereof, and through 
the turf placed on the board or Trencher, with 
a (tring or cord as long as is fitting , tied to a 
pole, tet it down to the bottom of the water for 
the Fiſh to feed upon without diſturbance about 
two or three dayes ; and after that you have 
drawn it away,ſyou may fall to, and enjoy your 
former recreation, B, A 


_—_— 


C—_ 


CHAP. XI. 


Obſcorations of the Tench, and advice how 
to Angle for him. 


Pif. HE Tench, the Phyſician of Fi- 

l ſhes, is obſerved to love Ponds 

better than Rivers , and to love 

Pits better than either ; yet Cami- 

den obſerves there is a River in Dorſet-ſhire that 

abounds with Tenches , but doubtleſs they re- 
tire tothe moſt deep and quiet places in it. 

This fiſh hath very large Fins, very ſmall 

and ſmooth Scales, a red circle about his Eyes, 

which 
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which are big and ofa gold colour , and that 
from either Angle of his mouth there hangs 
down a little Barb 3 in every T enches head there 
are two little ſtones, which forraign Phylitians 
make great uſe of, but he is not commended for 
wholefome meat,though there be very much uſe 
made of them, for outward applications. Rande- 
litivs ſayes. That at his being at Reme, he ſaw a 
great cure done by applying a Tench to the feet of 4 
very ſick man. This he ſayes was done after an 
pnaſnal.manner by certain Jews. And itis ob- 
ſerved, that many of thoſe people have many ſe- 
crets, yet unknown to Chriſtians 3 ſecrets that 
have never yet been written , but havebeen 
ſince the dayes of their Solon, (who knew the 
nature of all things, eyen from the Cedar to the 
Shrub ) delivered by tradition from the Father 
ro the Son, and ſo from generation to generati* 
on without writing, or unlefle it were caſual- 
ly) without the leaſt communicatins them to a- 
ny other Nation or Tribe :for todo that they 
account a prophanation. And yet it is thought 
that theyy or ſome Spirit worſe than they, firit 
told us;that Lice ſwallowed alive were a certain 
cure for the Yellow- Jaundice.This & other me- 
dicines were diſcover'd by them or by revelati- 
on, for doubtleſs wwe attain'd them not by ſtudy, 
Well, this fiſh, belides his eating, is very uſe - 
full both dead and alive for the good of man- 
kind, But, I will meddle no more with that 
N 2 my 
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my honeſt humble Art teaches no ſuch bold- 
nefle 3 there are too many fooliſh medlers in 
Phyſick and Divinity, that thipk themſelves fit 
to meddle with hidden ſecrets, and ſo bring de- 
trucion to their followers, I'le not meddle 
- with them farther than to wiſh them wiſer ; and 
ſhall tell you next, ( for, I hope,'I may be fo 
bo!d) that the Tench is the Phylitian of fiſhes, 
to the Pike eſpecially, and that the Pike, being 
either lick or hurt, is cured by the touch of the 
Tench. And it is obſerved;that the Tyrant Pike 
will not be a Wolf to his Phylitian, but forbears 
to devour him though he be never ſo hungry. 

This fiſh that carries a natural Balſome in 
him to cure both himſelf and others, loves yet 
to feed in very foul water, and amongſt 
weeds. And yet I am ſure he eats pleaſantly, 
and doubtleſſe,you will think fo to it you taſte 
him. And I ſhall therefore proceed to give yo 
ſome few., and but a few direRtions how to 
catch this Tench, 
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of which I have given you theſe obſervations. 
He'will bite at a Paſte made of brown bread 
and honey, or at a Marſh-worm , or a Lob- 
worm , he inclines very much to any paſte with 
which Tar is mixt and he will bite alſo at a 
ſmaller worm, with his head nipp'd off, and a 
Cod-worm put on the hook before that worm ; 
and I doubt not but that he will alſo in the three 
hot months ( for inthe nine colder he ſtirsnot 
much) bite at a Flag-worm, or at ou. Gen- 
tle, but can politively ſay no more of theTench, 
he being a Fiſh that I khavenot oftenAngled for; 
but I wiſh my honelt Scholar may, and be ever 
fortunate when he fiſhes. | 


_— 
| ——_—— 


CHAP. XII. 


Olſervations of the Pearch, and dtreFions 
how to fiſh for him. 


HE Pearch is a very good, and 
a very bold biting hiſh; He is one 
of the Fiſhes of prey, that like the 
Pike and Tront. carries his teeth in 
his mouth:which is very large, and he dare ven- 
ture to kill and devour ſeveral other kinds of 
fiſh : he has a hook't or hog back, which is ar- 
med with ſharp and ſtifte briſtles, and all his 
Skin armed or covered over with thick , dry , 


N 3 hard 


Piſc, 
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hard ſcales , and hath ( which few other Fiſh 
have) two Fins on his back. He is ſo bold, 
that he will invade cne of his own kind, which 
the Pike will not do willingly , and you may 
therefore ealily believe him to be a bold biter, 

The Pe.rch is of great eſteem in /taly faith 
Aldrovandas, and eſpecially the leaſt are there 
eſteemed a daintie diſh, And Geſaer prefers 
the Perch and Pike above the Trout , or any 
freſh-water-Fiſh : he ſayes the Germenrs ave 
this Proverb, More wholſom than aPearch of Rhine: 
and he fſayes the River-Pearch is ſo wholſome, 
chat Phylicians allow him to be eater by woun- 
ded men or men in Feavers, or to Women in 
Child-bed, 

He ſpawns but once a year, and is by Phylt- 
cians held very nutritive : yet by many to be 
hard of digeſtion : They abound more in the 
River Poe and in England ( ſayes Randelitins ) 
then other parts,and have in their brain a ſtone, 
which is in forraign parts ſold by Apothecaries, 
being there nored to be very medicinable a- 
gBainlt the ſtone in the reins : Theſe be a part 
of the commendations which ſome Phyloſo- 
phical brains have beſtowed upon the freſh-wa- 
ter Pearch : vet they commend the Sea- Pearch, 
which is known by having but one fin on his 
back, ( of which they ſay , we Engliſh ſee but 
a few) to be a much better fiſh. 

The Pearch grows (lowly , yet will grow g as 
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have been credibly informed, to be almoſt 
two foot lons 3 for my infqrmer told me, ſuch 
a one was not lons (ince taken by Sir Abrahan 
Williams, a Gentleman of worth, and a lover of 
Angling , that yet lives, and TI wiſh he may : 
this was a deep .bodied Fiſh : and doubtleſs 
durſt have devoured a Pike of half his own 
lensth : for I have told you, he is a bold Fiſh, 
ſuch a one as but for extreme hunger, the Pike 
will not devour : for to affright the Pike and 
ſave himſelf, the Pearch will ſet up his fins, 
much like as a T arhie-Cock will ſometimes ſet 
up his tail. 

But,my Scholar, the Pearch is nct only vali- 
ant to defend himſelf,but he is (as I ſaid)a bold 
biting fiſh , yet he will not bite at all ſeaſons 
of the year ; he is very abſtemious in Winter, 
' yet will bite then in the midR of the day if it be 
warm : and note that all Fiſh bite bett abour 
the midſt of a warm day in Winter,and he hath 
been obſerved by ſome, not uſually to bite till 
the Mulberry-tree buds, that 1s to fay , till ex- 
treme frolts be paſt that Spring ; for when the 
Mulberry-tree bloſſomes , many 'Gardners ob- 
ſerve theif forward fruit to be palt the danger of 
Froſts, and ſome have made the like obſervati- 
on of the Pearches biting. 

But bite the Pearch will,and that very bold- 
ly : and as one has wittily obſerved, if there be 
twenty or forty in a hole, they may be at one 

N 4 ſtandings 
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farding all catch'd one after another ; they be- 
ingaas he ſaies,like the wicked of the world, not 
afraid though their fellowes and companions 
periſh in their ſight, And you may obſerve,that 
they are not like the ſolitary Pike , but love to 
accompany one another,and march together in 


kr00Ps. 
And the baits for this bold Fiſh 


are not many 3 I mean, he will bite as well at 
ſome, or atany of theſe three, as atany or all o- 
thers whatſoever : a Worm, a Minnop, or a little 
Frog (of which you may find many in hay- 
time, ) and of worms,the Dunghil-worm called 
a Brandling, I take tobe beſt, being well ſcow- 
red in Moſs or Fennel, or at a worm that lies 
under a cow-turd with a blewiſh head, And if 
you rove for a Pearch with a Minney, then it is 
beſt to be alive : you ſticking your hook 
through his back-fin , or a Jinn ow my 
00 
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hook in his upper lip, and letting him ſwim up 


and down about mid-water , or a little lower, 


————.  .— ” 


and you ſtill keeping him to about that depth, 
by a Cork , which ought not to be a very lictle 
one : and the like way you are to Fiſh for the 
Pearch, with a ſmall frog, your hook being 
faitned through the skin of his leg, towards the . 
npperpartof it : And laſtly , I will give you 
but this advice , that you give the Pearch time 
enough when he bites, for there was ſcarce e- 
ver any Angler that has given him too much. 
And now I think beſt to re(t my ſelf, for I have 
almoſtſpent my ſpirits with talking ſo long. 

Venat, Nay,good Maſter, one fiſh more, for 
you ſee it rains ſtill, and you know our Angles 
are like mony pur to uſerie ; they may thrive, 
chough we lit ill and do nothins , but talk and 
enjoy one another. Come,come the other fiſh, 
good Maſter. 

Piſc. Bat Scholar, have vou nothing to mixe 
with this diſcourſe , which now grows both 
tedious and tireſome ? ſhall I have nothing 
from you that ſeems to have both a goud me- 
morie,and a chearful Spirit ? 

Ven, Yes, Maſter, I will ſpeak you # Copy of 
Verſes that were made by Do&or Donne , and 
made to ſhew the world that he could make ſofc 
and ſmooth Verſes when he thought ſmoothneſs 
worth his labour ; and I love them the better, 
becauſe they allude to Rivers, and fiſh and fiſh- 
ing. They be theſe : Cone 


The Complete Angler. 


Come live with me, and be my Love, 
And we will ſome new pleaſures prove, 
Of golden ſands, and Chriſtial brooks, 
With ſilken lines, and ſilver hooks. 


T here will the River whiſpering run, 
Warm'd by the eyes more than the Sun 3 
And there th' iname[d fiſh will ftay, 


Begging themſelves they may betray. 


When thoa wilt f: win in that live bath, 
E z<h fiſh, which every channel hath, 
Moſt amnrouſly to thee will ſwimy 
Gladder to catch theey then thou him. 


I+ thoa, to be ſo ſeen, beeſt loath 

By Sun or Myon, thou darkneſt both, 
And if mine eyes have leave to ſees 

I need not their light, h.vin 7 thee. 


Let 0thers freeze with Angling reedsy 


And cuts their legs with ſhels and weeds, 


Or treacherouſly poor fiſh beſet, 
With ſtrangling ſnares, or windowy net, 


Let corre bold hands, from ſlimy neſt, 
T he Ledded fiſh in banks outwreſt, 

Let curious Traytors leave filk flies, 
To*mitch por wandring fiſhes eyes. 
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For thee, thiu needs n2 ſuch d:certy 
For theu thy ſelf art thine ozn bait : 
T hat fiſh that is not catch thereby, 


Is wiſer far, alas, than [, 


« 


Piſc, Well remembred , honeſt Scholar, I 
thank you for theſe choice Verſes,which I have 
heard formerly , but had quite forgot, till they 
were recovered by your happy memorie. Well, 
being I have now reſted my ſelf a little, I will 
make you ſome requital , by telling you ſome 

; obſervations of the Eele , for it rains ſtill, and 
becauſe ( as you ſay ) our Ang/es are as money 
put to Uſe, that thrive when we play, therefore 
we'l (it till and injoy our ſelves a litter longer 

| under this honey-ſuckle-hedgs 


CHAP. XIII. 


Olſerwations of the Fele, and other fiſb that 
wait ſcales, and how to þjp for them. 


is a molt dantie fiſh ; the Romans have 

eſteemed her the He/lena of their feaſts, 

and ſome The Queen of p/caſure. But 
| moſt men differ about their breedins : fome 
\ fay they breed by generation as other fiſh do, 
' and others, that they breed ( as ſome —_— 
bk: > do 


Piſc. ]: is agreed by moſt men ,. that the Eele 
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do) of mud, as Rats and Mice, and many other 
living creatures are bred in Egypt, by the over- 
flowins of the River N.1« : or out of the pu- 
trifaction of the earth, and divers other wayes. 
Thoſe that deny them to breed by 'generation 
as other fiſh do, ask: if any man ever ſaw an 
E*e to have a Spawn or Melt? and they are 
anſwered, that they may be as certain of their 
breedins as if they had feen Spawn : for they 
fay, that they are certain that Eeles have all 
parts fit for generation, like other fiſh , but ſo 
ſmall as not to be ealily diſcerned, by reaſon of 
their fatneſs 3 but that diſcerned they may be, 
and that the He and the She Eele may be diſtin- 
oUuiſhed by their tins. And Randelitins ſaies, he 
has ſeen Eeles clins together like Dew=w:rms. 


And others ſay, that Ee/es growing old,breed | 
other Eeles out of the corruption of their own | 
age, which Sir Francis Bacon ſayes, Exceeds not | 


ten years, 'And others ſay, that as Pearles are 
made of glutinous dew-drops, which are con- 
denſed by the Suns heat in thoſe Countries, fo 
Eeles are bred of a particular dew falling in the 


moneths of ay or Fune on the banks of ſome | 


particular Ponds or Rivers (apted by nature for 


that end ) which in a few dayes is by the Suns | 
heat turned into Eeles, and ſome of the Anci- | 


ents have called the Eels that are thus bred, 7 he 
Off- ſpring if Fovr, I have ſeen in the beginning 
of F»/y, in a River not far from Canterbury,ſome 


parts 
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parts of it covered over with young Eeles,about 
the thickneſs of a ſtraw ; and theſe Eeles, did lie 
onthe top of that water, as thick as motes are 
ſaid to be in the Sun : and I have heard the like 
of other Rivers as namely in Severn, ( where 
they are called 7e/2ers)and in a pond or merenear 
unto Stafford-ſhire, where about a ſet time in 
Summer, ſuch ſmall Eeles abound ſomuch, that 
many of the poorer ſort of people, that inhabic 
near to it take ſuch Eeles out of this Mere, with 
fieves or ſheets,and make a kind of Eele-cake of 


them, and eat it like as bread. And Geſxer 


quotes venerable Bede tO ſay » that in England 
there is an Iland called Ely, by reaſon of the in- 
numerable number of Zeles that breed in it, But 


| that Eeles may be bred as ſome worms, and 
' ſome kind of Bees and Vaſps are, either of dew, 
' orout of the corruption of the earth,ſeems to he 


made probable by the Barnacles and young Go- 
ſlings bred by the Suns heat, and the rotten 
planks of an old Ship , and hatched of trees 


' both which are related for truths by Dabartes 
' and Zobel,zand alſo by our learned Cambden,and 


laborius Gerrard in his Herbal. 

It is ſaid by Randelitivs, that thoſe Ecles that 
are bred in Rivers that relate to,or be nearer to 
the Sea, never return tothe freſh waters{as the 
Salmon does alwayes delire to do ) when they 
have once taſted the ſalt' water ; and I do the 
more ealily belieye this, becauſe Iam _ 

that 
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that powdered Beef is a moſt excellent bait to 
catch an Fele : and though Sir Francis Bacon will 
allow the Feles life to be bur ten years; yet he in 
this Hiſtory of life and Death, mentions a L:m- 
prey belonging to the Rowan Emperour to be 
made tame, and ſo kept for almoſt threeſcore 
years : andthat ſuch uſeful and pleaſant obſer- 
vations were made of this L:mprey, that Cr-ſſus 
the Orator ( who kept her ) lamented her 
death. And we read ( in Do&or Hackwe! ) that 
Hortenſius was ſeen to weep at the death of a 
Lamyrey that he had kept long , and loved ex- 
ceedingly. 

Itis granted by all, or moſt men, that Eeles, 
for about (ix moneths ( that is to fay , the lix 
cold moneths of the year) ftir not up and down, 
neicher in the Rivers nor the Pools in which 
they uſually are , but get into the ſoft earth or 
mud, and there many of them together bed 
themſelves, and live without feeding upon any 
thing (as I have told you ſome Swallowes have 
been obſerved to do in hollow-trees for thoſe 
{ix cold moneths: ) and this the Ee/e and Sw1lloy 
do, as not beins able to endure winter wea- 
ther : For Geſner quotes A bertis to ſay, that 
in the year 11 25(that years winter being more 
cold then uſually} Eeles did by natures inſtint 
Get oat of the water intoa ſtack of hay in a 
Meadow upon drie ground , and there bedded 
the mſelves , but yet at laſt a froſt kil'd _ 

An 
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And our Cambden relates , that in Lancaſhire 
Fiſhes are dig'd out of the earth with Spades, 
where no water is near to the place. I ſhall ſay 
little more of the Eele, but that, as it is obſer- 
ved he is impatient of cold ; ſo it hath been ob- 
ſerved,that in warm weather an Eele has been 
known to live five dayes out oof the water. 

And laſtly,let me tell you that ſome curions 
ſearchers into the natures of Fiſh, obſerve thac 
there be ſeveral ſorts or kinds of Eeles , as the 
filver Eele, and green or greemſh Eele , (with 
which the River of Thames abounds, and thoſe 
are called Gregs; ) and a blackiſh Eele , whoſe 


' head is more flat and bigger than ordinary 


Eeles zand alſo an E:/e whoſe Fines are reddiſh, 
and but ſeldome taken in this Nation, (and yer 


taken ſometimes : ) Theſe ſeveral kinds of Eeles 


en .  — I WE 


are (ſay ſome) diverſly bred, as namely, ont of 
the corruption of the earth , and by dew, and 
other wayes (as I have ſaid to you : ) and yet it 
is affirmed by ſome for a certain, that the //ver 
Eele by generation , but not by Spawning as 0: 
ther Fiſh do, but that her Brood come alive 
from her, little live Eeles no bigger nor longer 
than a pin; and I have had too many teſtimo- 
nies of this to doubt the truth of it my ſelf, and 
if Ithought it needful 1 might proveit, but I 

think it is needleſs. | 
And this Eele of which I have ſaid ſo much 
to yon , may be caught with divers kinds of 
Baits 3 
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Baits; as namely with powdered Beef, with a 
Lob or Garden-worm, with a Minnowy, or gut of 
a Hen, Chicken, or the guts of any Fiſh, or with 
almoſt any thing , for he is a greedy Fiſh; but 
the Eele may be caught eſpecially with a little, 
a very little L1mprey , which ſome call a Pride, 
and may in the hot moneths be found many of 
them in the River Thames , and in many mud- 
heaps in other Rivers , yea, almoſt as uſually as 


one finds worms in a dunghill. 
Next note, that the Eele ſeldom ſtirs in the 


day, but then hides himſelf, and therefore he is 
uſually caught by night with one of theſe baits 
of which I have ſpoken, and then caught by 
laying hooks , which you are to faſten to the 
bank or twigs of a tree z or by throwing a ſtring 
croſſe the ſtream with many hooks at it, and 
baited with the aforeſaid Baits, and a c)lod, or 
plummet, or ſtone, thrown into the River with 
this line , that ſo you may in the mornins find 
it near to ſome h::* place, and then take it u 

with a Drag-hook or otherwiſe : but theſe 
things are indeed too common to be ſpoken of, 
and an hours fiſhing wich any Angler will teach 
you better,both for theſe and many other com- 
mon things in the praQtical part of Angling, 
thana weeks diſcourſe. I ſhall therefore con- 
clude'this direRion for taking the Eele, by tel- 
ling you, that in a warm day in Summer I 
have taken many a good Eele by ſaigling 

ang 
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and have been much pleaſed- with that 
ſport. 

And becauſe you that are but a young Ang- 
lerknow not what ſnigling is, I will now teach 
it to you. You remember I told you that Eeles 
do not uſually ſtir in the day time, for then 
they hide themſelves under ſome covert, or un- 
der boards or plancks about Floud-gates, or 
Weires, or Mills, or in holes in the River 
banks ; and you obſerving your time in a warm 
day , when the wate: is loweſt, may take a 
ſtrong ſmall hook tied toa ſtrong line , or to a 
ſtring about a Yard long , and then into one of 
theſe holes, or between any boards abour a 
Mill , or under any great ſtone or planck , or 
' anyplace where you think an Eele may hide or 
ſhelter her ſelf, chere with the help of a ſhore 
| Rick put in your Bait , but leaſurely, and as far 
; as you may conveniently 3 and it is ſcarce to 
| be doubted, but that if there be an Ezle within 
the (ight of it, the Eele will bite inſtantly, and 
| as certainly gorge it : and you need not doubt 
to have him if you pull him not out of the hole 
too quickly , but pull him-out by degrees , for 
he lying folded donble in his hole, will with 
the help of his tail break all , unlefle you give 
him time to be wearied with pulling , and 
ſo get him out by degrees; not pulling too 


hard, 
O And 
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And to commute for your great patience 
I ſhall next tell you how to make this Eele 


a 


a moſt excellent diſh of meat : 

Firſt, waſh him in water and ſalt,then pull of kis 
skin below his vent or navel, and not much farther : 
havin } done that 5 take out his guts as clean as you 4 
cangbut waſh him not : then give him three or four 
ſcotches with a knife, and then put into his belly and | 
thoſe ſcotches ſweet herbs, an Anchovy, and alittle | 
Nutmeg grated or cut very (mall, and your herbs 
and Anchovis muſt alſobe cut very ſmall, and mixt ; 
with good Batter and ſalt:having done this,then pull c 
his chin over hins all but his head y which you are to | 
cat off to the end you may tie his kin abont that part 
where his head grew, and it wuſt beſo tyed as to keep 
all. his miſt ure within his chin : and having done 
this, tie him with Tape or Pack-thred to a ſpit, and 
roſt hins leaſurely,and baſte himsith water and ſalt 
till his skin breaks,and then with Butter: 1nd having 


roſted ] 


"I 
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reſted him enough /et what was put into his bell3, 
and what he drips be his ſamce. 
S.F, 


But now let me tell you,that though the Eele 
thus dreſt be not onely excellent good, but more 
harmleſs than any other way , yet it is certain, 
thar Phyſicians account the Eele dangerous 
meat ; I will adviſe you therefore , as Solc-/n 
ſiyes of Hony, Prov. 25. Heſt thou fonnd it. eat 
no more then is ſufficient leſt thou ſurfeit,for is is not 
good to e:1t mu-b honey. And let me add this that 
the uncharitable [talian bids us , Give Eels, and 
NI wine th 04Y CNemies. 

And I will beg alittle more of your attention 
to tell you that A:idr-wandas and divers Phyliti- 
ans commend the Eele very m:ch for medicine 
though not for meat. But lei me tell you one 
obſervation, That the Ecle is never out of ſea- 
ſon, as Tronts and molt other fith are at at ſet 
times, at leaſt moſt Eeles are not. 

I might here ſpeak of many other Fiſh whoſe 
ſhape and nature are much like the Eele, and 
frequent both the Sea and freſh Rivers;as name- 
ly the Lamprel, the Lamprey and the Lamperne ; 
as alſo of the mighty Congre , taken often in 
Severne , about Gloceſter , and in what high e- 
ſteem many of they are for the curiolitie of 
their taſte 3 but theſe are not ſoproper to be 


talk*d of by me, becauſe they make us Anglers 
O 32 ne 
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no ſport,therefore I will let them alone as the 
Jewes do, to whom they are forbidden by their 
L aw. 

And Sholar, there is alſo a Flounder, a Sea- 
fiſh, which will wander very far into freſh Ri- 
vers,and there loſe himſelf,and dwell and thrive 
to a hands breadth, and almoſt twice ſo long, a 
Fiſh without ſcales, and moſt excellent meat, 
and a Fiſh that affords much ſport to the Ang- 
ler, with any ſmall worm, but eſpecially a little 
blewiſh worm, gotten out of Marſh ground or 
Meadowes, which ſhould be well ſcowred, but 
this though it be moſt excellent meat , yet it 
wants ſcales, and is as I told you therefore an 
abomination to the Jewes. 

But Scholar.there is a fiſh that they in Lanc.t- 
ſhire boaſt very much of , called a Char, taken 
there, (and I think there only,) in a Mere cal- 
led Winander Mere 3 a Mere, ſfayes Cambdengthat 
is the larget} in this Nation, being ten miles in 
lensthgand as ſmooth in the bottom as if it were 
paved with polliſht marble : this fiſh never ex- 
ceeds fifteen or lixteen inches in length; and 'tis 
ſpotted like a Trout , and has ſcarce a bone but 
on the back - but this , though I do not know 
whether it makethe Angler ſport, yet I would 
have you take notice of it,becauſe it is a raritie, 
and of ſo high eſteem with perſons of greatnote. 

Nor would I have you ignorant of a rare fiſh 
calied a Gziniad, of which I ſhall tell you what 

Cambden 
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Cambden, and others ſpeak. The River Dee 
(which runs by Cheſter,) ſprings in Merinnith- 
ſhire,& as it runs toward Cheſter,it runs through 
Pemble-Mere, which is a large water : And it is 
obſerved, that though the River Dee abounds 
with Sal-zon.and Pemble- Mere with the Guinizd, 
yet there is never any Sa/mon caught in the 
Mere, nor a Guimad in the River. And now 
my next obſervation ſhall be of the Farbe!. 


_ 


_—— _ 


CHAP. XIV. 


Obſervations of the Barbel , and direfions 


how to fiſh for him. 


Piſc. HE Barbe! is ſo called (faies Geſ- 

| ner)by reaſon &f his Barb or Wat- 

tels at his mouth, which is under 

his noſe or chaps. He is one of 

thoſe leather-mouthed Fiſh that I rold you of, 

that very ſeldom .break his hold if he be once 

hook'd : but he will often break both rod and 
line if he provesto be a big one. 

But the Barb-/, though he be of a fine ſhape, 
and looks big, yet is not accounted the belt fiſh 
to eat, neither for his wholſomne.ſs nor his taſte ; 
But the Male is reputed much better than the 
Female, whoſe Spawn is very hurtful, as I will 


preſently declare to you. 
O 3 They 
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They flock together like ſheep, and are at worſt 
in April, about which time they Spawn , but 
quickly grow to be in feaſon. He is able to live 
in the ſtrongeſt ſwifts of the Water,and in Sum- 
mer love the ſhalloweſt and ſnarpeſt ſtreams , 
and loves to lurk under weeds , and to feed on 
gravel againſt a riling ground, and will root and 
dis in the ſands with his noſe like a hog , and 
there neſts himſelf : yet ſometimes he retires to 
deep and ſwift Bridges , or Floud-gates , or 
Weires, where he will neft himſelf amongſt 
piles, or in hollow places, and take ſuch hold 
of moſſe or weeds, that be the water never ſo 
ſwift, it is notable to force him from the place 
that he contends for. This is his conſtant cu- 
ſtom in Summer , when he and moſt living 
creatures ſport themſelves in the Sun, but at the 
approach of Winter , then he ſorſakes the ſwift 
ſtreams and ſhallow waters, and by degrees re- 
tires to thoſe parts of the River that are quier 
and deeper ; in which places (and I think about 
that time) he Spawnes , and as I have forme: ly 
told you, with the.help of the Melter, hides his 
Spawn or egss in holes, which they both dig in 
the gravel , and then they mutually labour to 
cover it with the ſame ſand , to prevent it from 
being devoured by other fiſh. 

There be ſuch ſtore of this fiſh in the River 
Danubie,that Randelities ſayes, they may in ſome 


places of it, and in ſome moneths of the my 
e 


—_— — 
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be taken by thoſe that dwell near to the River, 
with their hands, eight or ten load ata timeg 
he ſayes , they begin to be good in May, and 
that they ceaſe to be ſo in Aug», but itis 
found to be otherwiſe in this Nation : but thus 
far we agree with him , that the Spawn of a 
Barbel, it it be not poiſon as he ſayes, yet that 
it is dangerous meat , and eſpecially in the 
moneth of May ; which is ſo certain that Geſ- 
ner and Gaſirs declare, it hadan ill effe& upon 
them even to the indangering of their lives. 

This fiſh is of a fine caſt and handſome ſhape; 
ſmall ſcales, and plac'd after a moſt exact and 
Curious manner, 


and, as I told you, may be rather ſaid not to be 
i11,then to be good meat ; the Chab and he have 
(Ithink) both loſt a part of their credit by i!1 
cookery, they being reputed the worſt or cour- 
ſeſt of freſh-water-fiſh : but the Barbel affords 

O 4 an 
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an Angler choice ſport, being a luſty and a cun- 
ning Fiſh ; ſo luſty and cunning as to endanger 
the-breaking of the Anglers line, by running 
his head forcibly towards any covert, or hole, 
or bank : and then ſtriking at the line, to break 
it off with his tail (as is obſerved by P/#t-:rch , in 
his Book De induſtria anim..lixm/) and alſo ſo 
cunning to nibble and ſuck off your worm cloſe 
to the hook, and yet avoid the letting the hook 
come into his month. 

The Barbel is alſo curious for his baits, that is 
to ſay, that they be clean and ſweet z that isto 
ſay, to have your worms well ſcowred, and not 
kept in ſowre and muſty maſs, for he is a curi- 
ous feeder ; for at a well-ſcowred Lob-worm, 
he will bite as boldly as at any bait,and ſpectal- 
ly, if the night or two before you fiſh for him, 
you ſhall bait the places where you intend to 
fiſh for him with bis worms cut into pieces : 
and note, that none did ever over-bait the 
place, nor fiſh too early or too late for a Burbe/. 
And the Barbel will bite alſo at Gentles, which 
(not being too much ſcowred, but green) are a 
choice bait for him : and ſois cheeſe, which is 
not to be too hard, but kept a day ortwo ina 
wet linnen cloth to make it tough : with rhis 
you may alſo bait the water a day or two before 
you fiſh for the Barbel, and be much the like- 
lier tocatch ſtore ; and if the cheeſe were laid in 


clarified honey a ſhort time before ( as namely, 
an 
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an hour or two ) you were ſtill the likelijer ro 
catch Fiſh: ſome have diretted to cur the 
cheeſe into thin pieces, and toaſt it, and then 
tie it on the hook with fine (ilk s and {ome ad- 
viſe to fiſh for the Burle! with Sheeps tallow 
and ſoft cheeſe beaten or wot k'd into a Paſte, 
and that it is choicely good in Auſt, and I 
believe it : but doubtlefle the Lob-worm well 
ſcowred, and the Gentle not too much ſcow- 
red, and cheeſe ordered as I have dire&ed, are 
baits enough, and I think will ſerve in any 
moneth ; though I ſhall commend any Ansler 
that tries conclulions, and is induſtrious to im- 
prove the Art. And now, my honeſt Scholar, 
the long ſhowre, and my tedious D.ſcourſe are 
both ended togetlier : and I ſhall give you but 
this Obſervation, that when you fiſh tor a Bar- 
be!, your Rod and Line be both long, and of 
g00d ftrength, for ( as I told you ) you will 
find him a heavy and a dogged fiſh to be dealt 
withal, yet he teldom or never breaks his hold 
if he be once {trucken. And if you would know 
more of fiſhing for the /mber or Barbel, get in- 
to favour with DoRor Shelden, whoſe «kill is a- 
bove others ; and of that the Poor that dwell 
about him have a comfortable experience. 

And now lets go and fee what intereſt the 
Trouts will pay us for letting our Angle-rids 
lie ſo long, and ſo quietly in the water for their 
uſe. Come, Scholar, which will you take vp? 

Ven, 


—— — 
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Ven. Which you think fit, Maſter, 

Piſc. Why , you ſhall take up that; for I am 
certain by viewing the Line, it has a Fith at it, 
Look you , Scholar : well done. Come now, 
take up the other too ; well, now you may tell 
my brother Peter at night, that you have caught 
4a leaſe of Treats this day. And now lets move 
toward our lodging , and drink a draught of 
Red-Cowes Milk, as we $0, and Give pretty 
Maudlin and her honeſt mother a brace of 
T rents for their ſupper. | | 

Venat. Maſter, I like your motion very well, 


 andIthink it is now about milking time, and 


yonder they be ar it. 

Piſc. God ſpeed youzgood woman, I think 
you both for our Songs laſt night, I and my 
companion have had ſuch fortune a fiſhing this 
day, that we reſolve to give you and andlin 
a brace of Trouts for ſupper , and we will now 
taſte a draught of your Red-Coxes milk, 

Miikw, Marry , and that you ſhall with all 
my heart , and I will be ſtill your debtor when 
vou come this way * if you will but ſpeak the 
word, I will make you a good Sillabab, of new 
Verjuice, and then you may (it down in a hay- 
cock and eat it , and Mandlin ſhall fit by and 
ſins you the good old Song of the Hunting in 
Ch:wy Chaſe, or ſome other good Ballad , for 
ſhe hath good ſtore of them ; Manudlin my ho- 
neſt Mand/in hath a notable memory , wy ſhe 

thinks 
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thinks nothing too good for you , becauſe you 
be ſach honelt men, | 

Venat, Wethank vou, and intend once in a 
moneth to call upon you again, and give you a 
little warning » and ſo good night : good night 
AM:udim. And now, good Malter , lets loſe 
no time 3 but tell me ſomewhar more of Fiſh- 
ing,and if you pleaſe,firſt ſomething of Fiſhing 
for a Gudgi:n, 

Piſc, I will, honeſt Scholar. 


CHAP. XV. 


Ovſerwations of the Gudgion, the Rulfe and 
the Bleak, and how to fiſh for them. 


He Gud ion is reputed a Fiſh of excel- 
lenttaſte, and to be very wholſome : 

he is of a fine ſhape, of a lilver colour, 

and beautified with black ſpots both 

on his body and tail. He breeds two or three 
times in the year, and alwayes in Summer. He 
is commended for a Fiſh of excellent nouriſh- 
ment : the Germanes call him Growndling , by 
reaſon of his feedings on the ground : and he. 
there feaſts himſel in ſharp ſtreams, and on the 
gravel , He and the Barbel both feed ſo, and do 
not hunt for flies at any time, as molt other. 
Fiſhes do : he is an excellent fiſh to, enrer a 
young 
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youns Angler, being ealie to be taken with a 
{mall red worm,on or very near-to the ground. 
He is one of thoſe leather-mouthed fiſh that has 
his reeth in hes throat, and will hardly be loſt 
off from the hook it he be once ſtrucken : they 
be uſually ſcattered up and down every River 
in the ſhallowes, in the heat of Summec : but 
in Autumn, when the weeds begin to grow 
ſowre or rot, and the weather colder, then they 
gather togerher, and get into the deeper parts 
of the water : and are to be Fiſhed for 
there , with your hook alwayes touching the 
ground , if you Fiſh for him with aflote y or 
with a cork : But many will Fiſh for the Gzd- 
gion by hand, with a running line upon the 
Sround without a cork, as a Tront is Fiſhed for, 
and it is an excellent way, if you have a gentle 
rod and as gentle a hand, | 

There is alſo another Fiſh called a Pope , and 
by ſome a Raffe , a Fiſh that is not known to be 
inſome Rivers ; it is much like the Pearch for 
his ſhape , and taken to be better than the 
Pearch , but will-not grow to be bigger than a 
Gadsion 3 he isan excellent Fiſh , no Fiſh that 
ſwims is of a pleaſanter taſte, and he is alſoex- 
cellent to enter a youns Angler,for he isa gree- 
dy biter, and they will uſually lie abundance of 
them together in one reſerved place where the 
water is deep , and runs quietly, and an eaſie 


Angler , if he has found where they lie , may 
catch 
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catch forty or fifty,or ſometimes twice ſo many 
at a ſtanding. 

Yon mult Fiſh for him with a ſmall red- 
worm, and if you baitthe ground with earth it 
is excellent. 

There is alſo a Ble:k, or freſh-water-Sprat, a 
Fiſh that is ever 1n motion, and therefore ca]- 
led by ſome the River-Swallop ; for jutt as you 
ſhall obſerve the Swallow to be molt evenings in 
Summer ever in motion, making ſhort and 
quick turnes when he flies tocatch Flies in the 
aire, ( by which he lives, ) ſo does the Bleck ar 
the cop of the water. Anſon14s would have him 
called Bleak from his whitiſh colour : his back 
is of a pleaſant ſad or Sea-water-green, his belly 
white and ſhining as the Mountains ſnow ;, and 
doubtleſs though he have the fortune ( which 
vertue has in poor people, to be neglected, yet 
the Bleak ought to be much valued , though we 
want Allamst (alt , and the $kill that the tali- 
ans have to turn them into Anchovis. This fiſh 
may be caught with a Pater-noſter line, thar is, 
fix or eight very ſmall hooks tyed alons the 1:ne 
one halt foot above the other : I have ſeen five 
caught thus at one time, and the bait has been 
Gentles, then which none is better. 

Or this Fiſh may be caught with a fine ſmall 
artificial lie, which is to be a very fad brown 
colour, and very ſmall, and the hook anſwera- 
ble. There is no better ſport than whipping 
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for Bleak: in a boat or on a banck in the ſwift, 
water in a Summers evening, with a Hazle top 
about five or (ix ſoot lons, and a line twice the 
length of the Rod, I have heard Sir Henry Wot- 
ten ſay , that there be many that in /taly will 
catch Swallows ſo, or eſpecially Martins, (the 
Bird-angler ſtanding on the top of a Steeple to 
do it, and with a line twice ſo lons as I have 
ſpoken of : ) And let me tell you,Scholar,that 
both A:rtins andBleaks be molt excellent meat. 

And let me tell you,thatT have known a Hern 
that did conſtantly frequent one place , caught 
with a hook baited with a big Minnow or a 
ſmall Gmdgion. The line and hook muſt he 
ſtrong, and tied to ſome looſe ſtaff ſo big as ſhe 
cannot flie away with ity a line not exceeding 


two Yards. | 


pn ES 


CHAP. XVI. 


Ts of nothing, or that which is nothin g worth, 


Y purpoſe was to give yo"t ſome dire- 
IM cton concerning R14ch and Dace,and 
ſome other inferiour Fiſh, which 
make the Angler excellent ſport, for 
you know there is more plealure in hunting the 
Hare than in eating her : but I will forbear at 


this time to ſay an; more, becauſe yoll ſee yon- 
der 
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der comes our brother Peter and honeſt Coridon + 
but I will promiſe you,that as you and1I fiſh and 
walk to morrow towards London, if I have now 
forgotten any thing tlrat I can then remember, 
I will not keep it from you. 

Well met, Gentlemen, this is lucky that we 
meet ſo juſt together at this very door. Come 
Hoſteſs , where are you ? is Supper ready ? 
come, firſt give us drink, and be as quick as you 
can,for I believe we are all very trzngry.. Well 
brother Peter and Coridon , to you both ; come 
drink, and tell me »hat luck, of fiſh : we two 
have caught but ten Trouts,of which my Scho- 
lar caught three ; look here's eight,and a brace 
we gave away : we have had a moſt pleaſant 
day for fiſhing and talking , and are returned 
home both weary and hungry, and now meat 
and reſt will be pleaſant. 

Pet. And Coridon and I have not had an un- 
pleaſant. day, and yet ] have caught bur five 
Trouts : for indeed we went to a $00d honelt 
Ale-houſe, and there we plaid at Shovel-board 
half the day ; all the time that it rained we were 
there, and as merry as they that fiſhed, and I 
am glad we are now with a dry houſe over our 
heads , for hark how it rains and blows. Come 
Hoſteſs, give us more Ale, and our ſupper with 
what haſte you may ; and when we have ſup'd 
let us have your Sons, Piſcater , and the Ketch 
that your Scholar promiſed us, or elſe Coridin 
will be dogged. Piſc, 
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Piſc. Nay , I will not be worſe than my 
word , you ſhall not want my Song, and I hope 
I ſhall be pertet&t in it. | 

Venat, And I hope the like for my Ketch, 
which I have ready too, and therefore lets go 
merrily to ſupper, and then haye a gentle touch 
atlinging and drinking : but the laſt with mo- 
deration. 

Cor. Come,now for your Sons, for we have 
fed heartily, Come Hoſteſs, lay a few more 
ſicks on the fire,and now ling when you will. 

Piſe. Well then, here's toyou Coriden, and 


now for my Song. 


Oh the gallant Fiſhers life, 
It is the beſt of anyy 
"Is full of pleaſure,uoidof ſtrife, 
And *1s belov'd of many : 
Or her oyes 
are bat toes, 
on/y this 
Liuful is, 
for onr hill 
breeds nol, 
lu: content and pleaſure, 


In a morn 'ng #9 we riſe, 
Ere Atrora's peeping, 
Drink a cu? to waſh vv ejes, 
L: ve thc [l19p id fl ejping + 
Then 
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Then we-go 

to and fro, 

With our knacks 

at our backs, 

to ſuch ſtream? 

4 the Thames, 

if we have the leaſure. 


When we pleaſs to.walk, abroad 
For ogr recreation, 
Ia the fields is our abode, 
Fall of deleftation. 
Where in a brook, 
with ahook., 
Or a Lake 3 
fiſh we take, 


there me fot, 

for a bity 
till we fiſh intangle. 
We have Gentles in a horn, 
We have paſte and worms too, : 
We can watch both night and morn, 
Suffer rain and ſtorms too : 

None do here 

uſe to ſwear, 

oaths do fray 

iſh aways 

we ft f# ill 9 

| _ our gull . 
Fiſhers muſt not rangle. | 
ſh A it 
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If the Suns exceſſive heat 
Make onr bodies ſwelter, b. 
To an Olter hedge we ges 
For a friendly ſhelter, 
ere in a dike 
Pearch or Pike; 
Roach or Dace 
we ds chaſe, 
Bleak or Gudgion 
without grudgings 
we are [till contented. 


Or we ſometimes paſs an hour 
Under a green Willow, 
T hat defends us from a ſhowre, 
Making earth our pillow, 
T here we may 
think_and pray 
before death © 
flops our breath : 
other joyes 
are but toyess 


and to be lamented 
#8 Þo. Chalkhill. 
Venat. Well ſung, Maſter, this dayes fortune 


and pleaſure,and this nights company and ſong, | 


doall make me more and more in love with 
angling.Gentlemen,my Maſter left me alone for 
an hour this day, and verily believe he reti- 
- red himſelf from talking with mezthat he ___ 


— ——  — — ———— ——  — — 


The Complete Angler. 2TI 


be ſo perfe&t in this ſong ; was it not Maſter ? 

Piſc., Yes indeed, for it is many Years lince 
I learn'd it, and having forgotten a part of it, I 
was forced to patch it up by the help of mine 
own Invention , who am not excellent at Poe» 
trie , as my part of the ſong may teſtifie : Bur 
of that I will ſay no more , leſt you ſhould think 
I mean by difcommendins it to beg your com- 
mendations of it, And therefore without repli- 
cations lets hear your Ketch, Scholar, which I 


| hope will be a good one, for you are both Mu- 


ſical, and have a good fancieto boot. | 
 Venat. Marry and that you ſhall, and as free- 
ly as I would have my honeſt Mafter tell me 
ſome more ſecrets or fiſh and Fiſhing as we 
walk and fiſh towards London to morrow. But 
Maſter,firſt let me tell you, that, that very hour 
which you were abſent from me, I ſate down 
under a Willow-tree by the water (ide,and conl(i- 
dered what you had told me of the Owner of 
that pleaſant Meadow in which you then left 
me ; that he had a plentiful eſtate, and not a 
heart to think ſoz that he had at this time ma- 
ny Law-ſuits depending , and that they both 
damp*'d his mirth, and took up ſo much of his 
time and thoughts, that he himſelf had not lei- 
ſure to take the ſweet contert that I (who pre- 
rended no title to them, took in his fields ; for 
I could there (it quietly , and looking on the 
water, ſee ſome Fiſhes ſport themſelves in the 
Þ 2 filver 
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ſilver ſtreams others leaping at Flyes of ſeveral 
ſhapes and colours ; looking on the Hills, could 
behold them ſpotted with Woods and Groves , 
looking down the Meadows , could ſee here a 
Boy gathering Lillies and Lady-ſmocks,and there 
a Girl cropping C#lverkezes and Cox-/lips , all to 
make Garlands ſuitable to this preſent Moneth 
of May : theſe and many other Field-flowers, 
ſo perfumed the Air , that I thought that very 
Meadow like the Field in Sic:/y ( of which Di- 
odorus ſpeaks ) where the perfumes ariſing 
from the place, makes all dogs that hunt 
in it,to fall off, and to loſe their hotteſt ſent. 
I ſay , as I thus ſate joying in mine own happy 
condition , and pitying this poor rich man, 
that ought this, and many other pleaſant Groves 
and Meadows about me, I did thankfully re- 
member what my Saviour ſaid, that the meek 
poſſeſs the earth , or rather, they injoy what the 
other poſſeſs and injoy not , for Anglers and 
meek quiet-ſpirited-men , are free from thoſe 
high, thoſe reſtleſs thoughts which corrode the 
ſweets of life z and they, and they onely can 
ſay as the Poet has happily expreſt it - 

Hail bleſt eſtate of towlins(s ! 

H apy enjoyment of ſuch minds, 

As rich in ſeif-contentedneſſe, 

Czn\like the reeds in rougheſt winds 

By yielding make that blow but ſmall 
At which pruud Ocks and Cedars fall. 


There 
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| Therecamealſo into my mind at that time» 
certain Verſes in praiſe of a mean eſtate, and an 
| humble mind, they were written by Phineas 
| Fletcher : an excellent Divine,and an excellent 
> | Angler, and the Author of excellent Piſcatory 
> { Eglogues, in which you ſhall ſee the picture of 
| | this good mans minds 
it | 

4 


Ni empty hopes, no Courtly fears hin fright, 
| Nt begging wants, bis middle fortune bite, 
| But ſvert content exiles both miſery and ſpite. 5 


: Hig certain life, that never can deceive him, 
To! Isfulldf thouſand ſweets, and rich content : 
The ſmuth-lea/d Beeches in the field receive him, 
With cooleſt ſhade, till noon-tides heat be ſpent : 
His life is neither toſt in boiſterous Seas, 
Or the vex ations world, or loſt in ſlothful eaſe; 
Pleas'd & ful beſt he livs,when he his God canpleaſe 


His bed mire ſafe than ſift, yields quiet ſleeps, 

While by his fide his f aithfu! Spouſe has place, 

| His little ſon into his boſons creeps, 

The lively pifture of his fathers face, 

| Hir humble hogſe,or poor ſtate ne' re torment him, 

| Leſs he could likegif leſs hisGod had lent him(hims, 
And nhen he dies, green tarfs do for a tomb content 
Gentlemen,theſe were a part of the thoughts 

that then poſſelt me,and I there made a conver- 

[10n of a piece of an old Ketch, and added more 

to it,fitting them to be ſung by us Anglers:come 

Maſter,you can ling well,you muſt ſins a part of 

Ee it aSit is in this paper, PÞ 3 The 
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Pet, I marry Sir, this is Mufick indeed, this 
has cheer'd. my heart, and made me to remem- 
ber ſix Verſes in praiſe of Muſick, which I will 
ſpeak to you inſtantly. 


Muſick, miraculous Rhetorick,, that ſpeak'ſt ſenſe 
Without a tongue, excelling eloquence 3 

With what eaſe might thy errors be excus'd 

Wert thow as truly lov'd as tht art abus'd ? 

But though dull ſouls negleft, and ſyme reprove thee, 
I cannot hate thee, *canſe the Angels love thee, 


Piſc. Well remembred brother Peter, theſe 
Verſes came ſeaſonably. Come, we will all joyn 
together,mine Hoſte and all, and ling my Scho- 
lars Ketch over again, and then each man drink 
the tother cup and to bed, and thank God we 
have a dry houſe over our heads. 

Piſc. Well now, good night to every body. 

Pet, And ſo ſay I. 

Ven, And ſoſfayl1. 

Cor. Good night to you all, and Ithank you. 

Piſc. Good morrow brother Peter, and the 
like to you honeſt Coridon - come, my Hoſteſſe 
ſayes there is ſeven ſhillings to pay, let's each 
man drink a pot for his mornings draught, and 
lay down his two ſhillings, that ſo my Hoſtefle 
may not have occaſion to repent her ſelf of be- 
ing ſo dilivent, and uſing us ſo kindly. 

Pet. The motion is liked by every body, ar 
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ſo Hoſteſle, here's your money, we Anglers are 
all beholding to you it will not be long ere 111 
ſee you again. And now brother Piſcator I 
wiſh you and my brother your Scholar a fair 
day, and good fortune, Come Cor:don, this is our 
way. 


OS 


CHAP. XVI. 


Of Roach and Dacc, ard hor to fiſb ſor them. 
And of Cadis. 


Pen, Ood Maſter, as we go now to- 
wards London, be ſtill ſo courteous 
as to give me more inſtructions, for 
I have ſeveral boxes in my memo- 
ry in which I will keep them all very ſafe,there 
ſhall not one of them be loſt. 

Piſc, Well Scholar, that I will, and I will 
hide nothing from you that I can remember, 
and may help you forward towards a perfteRi- 
cn in this Art, and becauſe we have fo much 
time, and I have ſaid ſo little of Roach and Dzce, 
I will give you ſome direions concerning 
them. 

Some ſay the Roach is ſo called, from Ratilzr, 
which they ſay, (ignifies red fins ; He is a Fiſh 
of no great reputation for his dainiy taſte, and 
bis Spawn is accounted much better than any 

oifier 
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other partof him. And you may take notice, 
that as the C:rp is accounted the Water- Fox, for 
his cunnins,ſo the Roach is accounted the Vater- 

ecp for his ſimplicity or fooliſhneſs. It is no- 


ted that theKoach and Dace recover ſtrength,and 
row in ſeaſon in a fortnight after ſpawning, the 


Barbel and Chub in a moneth, the Tront in four 
moneths, and the Salmon in the like time, if 
he gers into the Sea, and after into freſh-water, 
Koaches be accounted much better in the Ri- 
ver than ina Pond, though ponds uſually breed 
the biggeſt. But there is a kind of baſtard ſmall 
Roach that breeds in ponds with a very forked 
tail, and of a very fmall :z2, which ſome ſay is 
bred by the Bream and right Rozch, and ſome 
Ponds are itored with theſe beyond belief ; and 
knowing-men know their difterence and call 
them Rauds ; they differ from the true Roach as 
much as a Herring from a Pilchard, and thefe 
baſtard breed of Xvach are now ſcattered in ma- 
ny Rivers, but 1 think not in Thames, which 1 
believe affords the largelt and fatteſt in this 
Nation, eſpecially below Londox- Fridge : the 
Roach is a leather-month'd Fiſh, and has a kind 
of ſaw-like teeth in his throat. And laſtly let 
me tell you, the Koach makes an Angler excel- 
lent ſport, eipecially the great Roaches about 
London, where I think there be the beſt Roach- 
Anglers,and I think that the beſt Trowt- Anglers 

be in Derby-/:ire, 
Next 
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Next, let me tell you, you ſhall fiſh for this 
Roach in Winter with Paſte or Gentles,in April 
wit worms or Cadis; in the very hot moneths 
with little white ſnails, or with flies under-wa- 
| ter, for he ſeldom takes them at the top, though 
the Dace will. In many of the hot moneths, 
Roaches may alſo be caught thus : Take a May- 
- flyor Ant-fly, fink him with a little lead to the 

bottom near to the piles or poſts ofa Bridge, or 
near to any poſts of a Weire, I mean any deep 
place where Roaches lie quietly, and then pull 
your flie up very leiſurely, and uſually a Roach 
will follow your bait tothe very top of the wa- 
ter and gaze on it therey and run at it and take 
it leſt the flie ſhould flie away from him. 

I have ſeen this done at Windſor and Henly- 
Bridg, and great ſtore of Koach taken, and ſome- 
times a Dace or Chub , and in Augruft you may 
fiſh for them with a Paſte made onely of the 
crumbs of bread, which ſhould be of pure fine 
Manchet ; and that muſt be fo tempered be- 
twixt your hands till it be both ſoft and tough 
too 3 a very little water, and time and labour, 
and clean hands will make it a molt excellent 
paſte : But when you fiſh with it, you muſt 
have a ſmall hook, a quick eye, and a nimble . 
hand, or the bait is loſt and the fiſh too; (if one 
may loſe that which he never had) with this 
paſte, you may,as I ſaid,take both the Roach and 
the Dace or Dare, for they be much of a kind, 

| in 
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in matter of feeding, cunning, goodneſs, and 

uſually in (ize. And therefore take this general 

dire@tion for ſome other baits which may con- 

cern you to take notice of. They will *bite al- 

mo#ſt at any flie, but eſpecially at Ant-flies ; con- 

cerning which, take this dire&ion, for it is very 
ood. 

Take the blackiſh Ant-flie out of the Mole- 
hill or Ant-hill, in which place you ſhall find 
them in the moneth of Fwne, or if that be too 
early in the year, then doubtleflſe you may find 
them in July, Auguſt, and molt of September, ga« 
ther them alive with both their wings, and then 
put them into a glafſe that will hold a quart or a 
pottle 3 but firſ# putinto the glaſſe a handful or 
more of the moiſt earth,out of which you gather 
them,and as much of the roots of the graſs of the 
ſaid hillock,and then put in the flies gently, that 
they loſe not their wings, lay a clod of earth 
over it, and then ſo many as are put into the 
lafſe without bruiling, will live there a moneth 
or more, and be alwayes in a readinefle for you 
to Fiſh with 3; but if you would have them 
keep longer, then get any great earthen pot, or 
| barrel of three or four gallons (which is better) 
then waſh your barrel with water and honey 3 
and having put into it a quantity of earth and 
Srafle roots, then put in your flies, and cover it, 
and they will live a quarter of a year; theſe in 
any ſtream and clear water,are a deadly _ a 
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Roach or Dace, or for a Chub, and your rule 
is , to Fiſh not lefle than a handful from the 
bottom. 
I ſhall next tell you a winter bait for a Roach, 
a Dace or Chub, and it is choicely good. A- 
bout Ali-hollantide ( and fo till Froſt comes ) 
when you ſee men ploughing up heath-ground, 
or ſandy ground , or greenſwards , then follow 
the plough, and you ſhall find a white worm as 
big as two Magots,and it hatha red head, (you 
may obſerve in what ground moſt are, for there 
the Crowes will be very watchful , and follow 
the Plough very cloſe) it is all ſoft, and full of 
whitiſh guts; a worm that is in Nerfolk,, and 
ſome other Countries called a Gr«b,and is bred 
of the Spawn or Eggs of a Beetle , which ſhe 
leaves in holes that ſhe digs in the ground under 
Cow or Horſe-dung,and there reſts all Winter, 
and in March or April comes to be firſt a red, 
and then a black Beetle : gather a thouſand or 
two of theſe, and put them with a peck ortwo 
of their own earth into ſome tubor firkin , and 
cover and keep them ſo warm , that the froſt 
or cold air, or winds kill them not , and you 
may keep them all winter , and kill fiſh with 
them at any time : and if you put ſome of them 
into a little earth and honey a day before you 
uſe them , you will find them an excellent bait 
for Bream or Carp, 
- Ahd after this manner you may alſo keep 


Gen- 
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Gentles all winter, which is a good bait then, 
and much the better for being lively and tough- 
or you may breed and keep Gentles thus : Take 
a piece of Beaſts liver , and with a croſs flick, 
hans it in ſome corner over a pot or barrel half 
full of dry clay , and as the Gentles grow big; 
they will fall into the barrel and ſcowre them- 
ſelves,and be alwayes ready for ufe whenſoeyer 
you incline to Fiſh ; and theſe gentles may be 
thus made till after Michae/mas.But if you deſire 
to keep Gentles to Fiſh with all the year , then 
get a dead Cat or a Kite and let it be fly-blownz 
and when the Gentles begin to be alive and to 
ſtir, then bury it and them in moiſt earth, but 
as free from froſt as you cangand theſe you may 
dis up at any time when you intend to uſe them, 
theſe will laſt till 2Zarch, and about that eime 
turn to be Flies. 

But if you be nice to foul your Fingers, 
(which good Anglers ſeldom are) then take this 
Bait : Ger a handful of well-made Mault, and 
put it intoa diſh of water , and then waſh and 
rub it betrwixt your hands till you make it 
clean, and as free from husks as you can 3 then 
put that water from it, and put a ſmall quan- 
titie of freſh water to it, and ſet it in ſomething 
that is fit for that purÞoſe over the Fire , where 
it is not to boil apace , but leaſurely and very 
ſoftly , until it become ſomewhat ſoft, which 
you'may try by feeling it betwixt your Finger 

and 
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and Thumb, and when it is ſoft, then put your 
waterfrom it, and then take a ſharp Knife, and 
turnins the ſprout end of the Corn upward, 
with the point of your Knife take the back part 
of the husk off from it, and yet leaving a kind 
of inward husk on the Corn,or elſe it is marr'd, 
and then cut off that ſprouted end, ( I mean a 
little of it)thar the white may appear,and ſo pull 
off the husk on the cloven fide ( as I direted 
you} and then cutting off a very little of the 0- 
ther end , that ſo your hook may enter, and if 
your hook be ſmall and good , you will find this 
to be a very choice Bait either for Winter or 
Summerzyou ſometimes caſting a little of it in- 
to the place where your fldat ſwims. 

And to take the Roach and Dace, a good Bait 
is the young brood of Waſps or Bees, if you dip 
their heads in blood ; eſpecially good for 
Bream , if they be baked or hardned in their 
husks in an Oven, after the bread is taken out of 
it, or on a Fire- ſhovel 3 and fo alſo is the thick 
blood of Sheep,being half dried on a Trencher, 
that you may cut it into ſuch pieces as may beſt 
fit the ſize of your hook , and alittle ſalt keeps 
it from growing black , and makes it not the 
worſe but better : This is taken to be a choice 
Bait if rightly ordered. 

There be ſeveral Oiles of a ſtrong ſmell that 
I have been told of, and tobe excellent to 
tempt Fiſh ro bite , of which I could ſay much, 


but 
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but I remember I once carried a ſmall Bottle 
from Sir George H-ſtings to Sir Henry Watten, 
(they were both chimical men) as a great Pre- 
ſent, it was ſent, and receiv'd , and us'd with 
great confidence ; and yet upon inquiry I found 
it did not anſwer the expectation of Sir Henry, 
which with the help of this and other circum- 
Rances, makes me have little belief in ſuch 
things as many men talk of : not but that I 
think Fiſhes both ſmell and hear, (as I have ex- 
preſt in my former diſcourſe)but there is a my- 
ſterious Knack , which (though it be much ea- 
lier than the Philoſophers Stone , yet) is not at- 
tainable by common capacities, or elle lies 
locked up in the brairi or breaſt of ſome chimi- 
cal man , that like the R:fi-cratians will not yet 
reveal it, B1tI ſtepped by chance into this diſ- 
courſe of Oiles and Fiſhes ſmelling, and though 
there might be more ſaid , both of it and of 
Baits for Roach and Dace , and other float Fiſh, 
yetT will forbearit atthis time, andtell you in 
the next place how you are to prepare your 
Tackling : concerning which I will for ſport 
fake give you an old Rhime out of an old Fiſh- 
book , which will be a part of what you are to 


provide. 


My Rid and my Line, my Float and my Lead, 

My Hook and my Plammet,my whetſtone and kniſe, 

My Backet, my Baits both living and dead, bY 
J 
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My Net and my Meat, for that is the chief : 
Then I muſt have T hred,and H airs green and (mall, 
With mine Angling purſe, and ſo you have all. 


But you muſt have all theſe Tackling, and 

twice ſo many more, with which if you mean 

to be -* guar you muſt ſtore n | 

your ſelf; and to that purpoſe I Thave heard, that | 

will go with you either 4 Charles =—— | 

Brandons (near to the Swan in Gol- 9 m_ - | 

ding-lane ; ) or to Mr, Fletchers in po y | 

the Court which did once belons | 

to Dr, Nowel the Dean of Ps!s, he that I told | 

you was a good man and a good Fiſher; it is 
| hardby the Welt end of St. Pan/s Church. Butif | 
you will buy choice hooks, I will one day walk 
with you to Charles Kerbyes in Hzerp-alley in 
| Shive-lane, who is the moſt exact and beſt hook- 
' maker the Nation affords. They be all three 
' honeſt men, and will fit an Angler with what 
Tackling he wants. 

Venat. Then, g00d Maſter, let it be at Charls 
Brandons, for he is neareſt to my dwelling, and 
| Ipraylet's meet there the ninth of 2a next, 
about two of the clock, and 1'l1 want nothins 
thata Fiſher ſhould be furnſhed with. 

Piſc. Well, and I'll not fail you God willins, 
at the time and place appointed. 

Venat, I thank you, good Maſter, and I will 
not fail you : and, good Maſter, tell me what 
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Baits more you remember, for it will not now 
be long ere we ſhall be at. ottenham-high-Croſs, 
and when we come thither I will make you 
ſome requital of your pains, by repeating as 
choice a copy of Verſes, as any we have heard 
(1nce we met together and that iS a proud word, 
for we have heard very good ones. 

Piſc, Well, Scholar, and I ſhall be right glad 
to hear them; and I will tell you whatſoever 
comes in my mind, that I think may be worth 
vour hearing. You may make another choice 
Bait thus, Take a handful or two of the beſt and 
biggett Wheat you can get, boil it in a little 
milk, (like as Framity is boiled) boil it fo till 
it be ſoft, and then frie it very leiſurely with 
Honey and a little beaten Saffron diffolved in 
milk, and you will find this a choice Bait, and 
good I think for any Fiſh, eſpecially for Koach, 
Dace, Chub, or Greyling : I know not but that it 
may be as good for a River-carp, and eſpecially 
it the ground be a little baited wfth it, 

You are alſo to know, that there be divers 
kinds of Cadir, or Caſe-worms, that are to be 
found in this Nation in ſeveral diſtin Coun- 
ties, and in ſeveral little Brooks that relate to 
bigger Rivers, as namely, one Cadis called a Pi- 
per, wiſe husk or caſe is a piece of reed about 
an inch lons or longer, and as big abour as the 

compaſs of a twopence ; theſe worms beings 


ke: three or four days in a woolen bag with 
| ſand 
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ſand at the bottom of it, and the bas wet once 
a day, will in three or four dayes turn to be 
yellow, and theſe be a choice Bait for the Chub 
or Chavender, or indeed for any great Fifth, for it 
154 large Bait. 

There is alſo a lefler Cadis-worm, called a 
Cock-ſpwr, being in faſhion like the ſpur of a 
Cock, ſharp at one end, and the caſe or houſe 
in which this dwells is made of ſmall hnsks and 
gravel, and ſlime, moſt curiouſly made of theſe, 
even ſo as to be woundred ar,but not to be made 
by man no more than a K:ng-fi/bers neſt can, 
which is made of little Fiſhes bones, .and have 
ſuch a Geometrical inter-weavins and con- 
nexion, as the like is not to be done by the art 
of man : This kind of Cadis is a choice bait for 
any float-Fiſh, it is much leſs than the Piper- 
Cadis, and to be ſo ordered, and theſe may be ſo 
pgeſerved ten, fifreen, or twenty days, or it may 
be longer. 

There is alſo another Cadis, called by ſome a 
Straw=worm , and by ſome a Riff- -c04t » whoſe 
houſe or caſe is made of little pieces of bents, 
and ruſhes, and ſtraws, and water-weeds, and I 
know not what, which are ſo knit together with 
condenſed \lime, that they ſtick abour her husk 
or caſe, not unlike the briſtles of a Hedg-hog ; 
theſe three Cadis's are commonly taken in the 
beginning of Summer, and are good indeed to 
take any kind of fiſh with float or otherwiſe. I 
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might tell you of many more, which as theſe do 
early, ſo thoſe have their time of turning to be 
Aies later in Summer ; but I might loſe my ſelf, 
and tire you by ſuch a diſcourſe, I ſhall there- 
fore but remember you, that to know theſe, and 
their ſeveral kinds, and co what flies every par- 
ticular Cadis turns, and then how to uſe tinem 
' firſt as they be Cadis, and then as they be flyes 
is anart, and an art that every one that profefles 
to be an Angler has not leiſure to ſearch after, 
and if he had is not capable of learning. 

Jle tell you, Scholar, ſeveral Countries have 
ſeveral kinds of Cadiſſes, that indeed differ as 
much as dogs do ': That is to ſay, as much as 
a very Cur anda Greyound do, Theſe be uſually 
bred in the very little rills or ditches that run 
into bigger Rivers, and I think a more proper 
bait for thoſe very Rivers, than any other. I 
know not how or of what this Cadis receivgs 
life, or what coloured flye it turns to ; but 
doubtlefle, they are the death of many Trouts, 
and this 1s one killing way. 

Take one (or more if need be) of theſe large 
yellow Cadis, pull off his head, and with it pull 
out his black gut, put the body /as little bruiſed 
as is poſſtble ) on a very little hook, armed on 
with a Red hair (which will ſhew like the Ca- 
dis-head) and a very little thin lead, ſoput upon 
the ſhank of the hook thac it may link preſent- 
l;3 throw this bait thus ordered (which will 

loos 
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look very yellow) into a hole where a Trout is, 
and he will preſently venture his life for it, *cis 
not to be doubted if you be noteſpyed; and 
that the bait firſt touch the water, before the 
line, and this will do beſt inthe Rilleſt water. 

Next let me tell you, I have been much plea- 
ſed to walk quietly by a Brook with a little ſtick 
in my hand, with which I might eafily take 
theſe, and conlider the curiolity of their com- 
poſure, and if you ſhall ever like to do ſo, then 
note, that your ſtick muſt be cleft, or have a nick 
at one end of it, by which means you may with 
eaſe take many of them in that nick out of the 
water, before you have any occalions to uſe 
them. Theſe, my honeſt Scholar, are ſome 
obſervation: told to you as they now come ſud- 
denly into my memory, of which you may 
make ſome uſe : but for the practical part, it 
is that that makes an Angler, : ic is diligence,and 
obſervation, and praftice, and an ambition 
to be the beſt in the Art that muſt doit, I will 
tell you, Scholar, I once heard one ſay, / exvy 
not him that eats better meat than 1 dognor him that 
is richer, or that wears better clothes than { do, I 
envy no body but him, and him only, that catches more 
fiſh than I do. And fuch a man is like to prove 
an Angler, and this noble emulation I wiſh to 
you and all young Anglers. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Of the Minnow or Penk, of the Loach, and 
of the Bull-head , or Millers-thumb. 
Piſc, Here be alſo three or four other 

little fiſh that I had almoſt forgot, 

that are all without ſcales, and 

may for excellency of meat be 
compared to any fiſh of greateſt value, and 
largeſt (ſize. They be uſually full of eggs or 
ſpawn all the months of Summer 3 for they 
breed often, as *tis obſerved mice and many of 
the ſmaller four-footed Creatures of the earth 
do; and as thoſe, fo theſe come quickly to their 
full growth and perfe&tion. And it is needfull 
that they breed both often and numerouſly, for 
they be (belides other accidents of ruine) both a 
prey, and baits for other fiſh. And firſt, I ſhall 
tell you of the Minnow or Penk. 

The Minnw hath, when he is in perfe&t 
ſeaſon, and not (ick (which is onely preſently 
after ſpawning) a kind of dapled or waved co- 
lour, like to a Panther, on his lides, inclining to 
a greeniſh and skie-colouryhis belly being milk- 
white, and his back almoſt black or blackiſh. 
He is a ſharp biter at a ſmall worm, and in hot 
weather makes excellent ſport for young An- 
Slers, or boyes, or women that love that Re- 
| | creation, 
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| creation, and in the ſpring they make of them 
excellent Minnow-Tanſies; for being waſhed 
well in falt, and their heads and tails cut off, 
and their guts taken out, they prove excellent 
for that uſe, being fryed with yolks of eggs, 
' the flowers of Cowſlips, and of Primroſes, and a 
| little Tanſe. 
The Loach is, as I told you, a moſt dainty 
fiſh, he breeds and feeds in little and clear ſwift 
| brooks or rills ; and lives there upon the gra- 
| vel, and in the ſharpeſt ſtreams : He grows 
\- Not to beabovye a finger-long, and no thicker 
| than is ſutable to that length. This »Loach, 


is of the ſhape of the Eele : He has a beard or 
wattels like a Barbel. He has two fins at his 
| ſides, four at his belly and one at his tail 3 he is 
dapled with many black or brown ſpots, his 
mouth is Barbel-like under his noſe. This Fiſh 
is uſually full of eggs or ſpawn, and is by Geſ- 
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ner and other learned Phylitians commended 
for great nouriſhment, and to be very grateful 
both te the palate aud ftomach of lick perſons, 
and is to be fiſhed for with a very ſmall worm 
at the bottom, for he very ſeldom or never ri- 
ſes above the Gravel, on which I told you he us 
ſually gets his living. 

The Millers-thumb or Bull-head,is a Fiſh of no 
pleaſing ſhape. He is by Ge/ner compared to the 
Sea-toad-fiſh, for his (imilitude and ſhape. Tt 
has a head bis and flat, much greater than ſ1- 
table to his Body 3 a mouth verywide and uſu- 
ally gaping. He is without teeth, but his lips 
are very rough, much like toa File. He hath 
two Fins near to his gills, which be roundiſh 
or creſted, two Fins alſo under the Belly, two 
on the Back, one below the Vent, and the Fin 
of hs tail is round. Nature hath - painted the 
Body of this Fiſh with whiti/h, blackiſh, browniſh 
ſpots. They be uſually full of eggs or ſpawn 
all the Summer, I mean the Females) and thoſe 
eggs ſwell their Vents almoſt into the form of a 
dug. They begin to ſpawn about Apri/, and 
(as I told you) ſpawn ſeveral moneths fn the 
Summer; and in the Winter the Minnow, and 
Loach, and Bill-head dwell inthe mud as the 
Eele doth, or we know not wherez no more 
than we know where the Cuckoe and Swallow, 
and other Summer-birds (which firſt appear to 
us in Apri!) ſpend their cold winter melancholy 
moneths, This Bal-head does 
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does uſually dwell and hide himſelf in holes or 
amonglt ſtones in clear water ; and in very hot 
daies will lie a very long time and very {till, 
and ſun himſelf, and will be ealie to be ſeen 
upon any flat ſtone, or on any gravel, at which 
time he will ſuffer an Angler to put a hook bai- 
ted with a ſmall worm very near unto his very 
mouth, and he never refuſes to bite, nor indeed 
to be caught with che worſt of Anglers. Jat- 
thiolus commends him much more for his taſte 
and nouriſhment, than for his ſhape or beauty. 


There is alſo a little Fiſh called a Stick/ebog ; 

a Fiſh without ſcales, but hath his body fenc'd 
with ſeveral prickles. I know not where he 
dwells in winter, nor what he is good for in 
ſummer, but onely to make ſport for boyes and 
women- Anglers, and to feed other Fiſh that be 
Fiſh of prey, as Trouts in particular, who n 
ite 
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bite at him as at a Penk,and better, if your hook 
be rightly baited. with him, for he may be ſo 
baited as his rail turning like the ſail of a wind- 
mill will make him turn more quick than any 
Penk;or Minn can. For note, that the nim- 
ble rurning of that or the Minnox is the perfe- 
Rion of Aſinnowsfiſhing. To which end, if you 
put your hook into his mouth, and out at his 
tail, and then having firſt tied him with white 
thred alittle above his tail, and placed him after 
ſuch a manner on your hook as he is like to turn, 
then ſow up his mouth to your line, and he is 
like to turn quickzand tempt any Trout: but if he 
do not turn quick,then turn his tail a little more 
or lefle towards the inner part, or towards the 
{ide of the hook,or put the Mrnmnowr or Sticklebag 
a little more crooked or more ſtrait on your 
hook, untill it will turn both true and faſt; and 
then doubt not but co tempt any great T rout 
that lies in a ſwift ſtream. And the Loach that I 
told you of will do the like; no bait 1s more 
tempting, provided the Loach be not too big, 

And now Scholar, with the help of this fine 
morning, and your patient attention, I have faid 
all that my preſent memory will afford me con- 
cernins moſt. of the ſeveral Fiſh that are uſual- 
Iy fiſht for in freſh waters. 

Penat. But Maſter, you have by your for- 
mer civility made me hope that you will make 
00d your promiſe, and ſay ſomething of the 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral Rivers that be of molt note in this Na- 
tion; and alſo of Fi/b-ponds, and the ordering of 
them ; and doit I pray good Maſter, for I love 
any Diſcourſe of Rivers, and Fiſh and fiſhins, 
the time ſpent in ſuch diſcourſe paſles away ve- 
ry pleaſantly, 


— 


CHAP. XIX, 


Of ſeveral Rivers, and ſome Obſervations of 
Fiſh, 


Piſ. ELL Scholar, ſince the 
'F ways and weather do both 
favor us, & that we yet ſee 


not Tottenhawm-Croſs, you 
ſhall ſee my willingneſs to ſatisfhie your delire, 
And firſt, for the Rivers of this Nation, there 
be (as you may note out of Door Heylins Ge- 
ography, and others) in number 325. but thoſe 
of chiefeſt note he reckons and deſcribes as fol- 
loweth. 

The chief is Thamiſis, compounded of two 
Rivers, Thame and [ſs , whereof the former 
riſing ſomewhat beyond Thame in Buckingham- 
ſhire, and the latter in Cyrenceſter in Gloceſter- 
ſhire meet together about Dorceſter in Oxford- 
hire, the ifſue of which happy conjunRion is 


the Thamiſis or Thames, Hence it flyeth be- 
_— twixt 
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twixt Berks, Buckingham-ſhire, Middleſex, Sur- 
ry, Kent, and Eſſex, and ſo weddeth himſelf to 
the Kentiſh Medway in the very jaws of the 
Ocean ; this glorious River feeleth the violence 
and benefit of the Sea more than any River in 
Europe, ebbing and flowing twice a day, more 
than (ixty miles; about whoſe banks are ſo 
many fair Towns, and Princely Palaces that a 
German Pcet thus truly ſpake : 


T ot Campos, Cc, 


We ſuw {o many Woods and Princely bowers, 
Sweet Fields, rave Palaces, and ſtately Towers, 
So many Gardens dreſt with curious carey 

That Thames with royal Tiber 741y compare, 


2. The ſecond River of note, is Sabrina or 
Severn: it hath its beginning in Plimlimmon- Hill 
in Mont-gomery-ſhire, and his end ſeven nyles 
from Priſto/,waſhing in the mean ſpace the walls 
of Shrewslury, Worceſter, and G ran and divers 
other places and palaces of note. | 

3. Trent, fo called for thirty kind of Fiſhes 
that are found in it, or that it receiveth thirty 
leſſer Rivers, who having his fountain in Staf- 

ford-ſhire, and gliding through the Countries of 
Nvuttinghsm, Lincoln, Leic:ſter, and.York,, augmen- 
teth the turbulent current of Hamber, the moſt 
violent ſtream of all the Iſle, This Humber is 

not 
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not, to ſay truth, a diſtin& River, having a 
ſpring head of his own, but rather the mouth 
| or Euſtirium of divers Rivers here confluent and 
meeting together ; namely, your Dorwent, and 
eſpecially of Oxſe and 7 rent, and (as the Danow, 
having received into its channel, the River Dr4- 
vai, Savas, Tibiſnur, and divers others) chan- 
geth his name into this of Hamberabzs, as the old 
Geographers call it. 
4. Mednay, a Kentiſh River, famous for har- 
bouring the Royal Navy. 
' $5. Tweed, on north-eaſt bound of England, on 
whoſe northern banks is ſeated the ſtrons and 
impregnable Town of Barwick, 
| 6. Tine, famous for Newcaſt/e, and her inex- 
| hauſtible Coal-pits. Theſe and the reſt of prin- 
| cipal note,are thus comprehended in one of Mr. 
Draytons Sonnets. 
The floods queen Thames for ſhips and ſwans is 
And ſtately Severn for her ſhore is prais'd, (crown'd 
T he Chryſtal Trent for furds and fiſhrencw i'd, 
' And Avons fameto Albions cliffs is rais'd, 
| Carlegion Chelter wants her ho'y Dee, 
York many wonders of her Ouſe can tel!, 
T he Peke her Dove, whoſe banks ſo tertil le, 
And Kent wi!l ſay her Medway doth excel. 
Cotſwooll commends her Ilis to the Tame, 
Our Northern burders losſt of Tweeds fair F001, 
Our weſtern parts extoll their Willies fame, 
And the old Lea brags of the Daniſh b!od. 


Theſe 
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Theſe Obſervations are out of -learned Do- 
Qor Heylin, and my old deceaſed friend 1i- 
chael Draiton; and becauſe you fay, you love 
ſuch diſcourſes as theſe of fi/þ and fi/hing, I love 
you the better, and love the more to impart 
them to you :; nevertheleſs, Scholar, if I ſhould 
begin but to name the ſeveral ſorts of ſtrange 
Fiſh that are uſually taken in many of theſe Ri- 
vers that run into the Sea, I might beget won- 
der in you, or unbelief, or both ; and yet I will 
venture to tell you a real truth concerning one 
lately difſeted by Do&or Wharton, a man of 
great learning and experience, and of equall 
freedom to communicate it, one that loves me 
and my Art, one to whom I have beeu behold- 
ins for many of the choiceſt obſervations that 
I have imparted toyou, This good man, that 
dares do any thing rather than tell an untruth, 
did (I ſay) tell me he lacely difleted one, and 
he tus deſcribed it to me. 


He was almoſt a yard broad, and twice that length 3 
his menth wide enough to receive or take into it the 
head of 2 man, his ſtomach ſeven or eight inches 
broad : he is of a ſlow motian,and uſually lyes or 
lurks cloſe in the mud, and has a moveable ſtring 
on his head about a (pan, or near unto 4 quarter 
of a yard long, by the moving of which (which is 
lis natural Bait) when he yes cloſe and unſeen in 
the mad, he eras other (ſmaller fiſh cloſe to him, 


and 
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and then ſucks thens into his mouth and devours 
them, 


And, Scholar, do not wonder at this, for be- 
ſides the credit of the Relator, you are to 
note, many of theſe, and Fiſhes whicli are of the 


| like and more uſual ſhapes, are very often ta- 


— 


ken on the mouths of our Sea-rivers, and on the 
Sea-ſhore z and this will be no wonder to any 
that have travelled Egypr, where 'tis known the 
famous River Ni/zs does not onely breed Fi- 
ſhes that yet want names, bur the overflow- 
ins of that River by the help of the Suns heat on 
that fat ſlime which that River leaves on the 
Banks, (when it falls back into its natural chan- 
nel) ſtranse Beaſts are alſo bred, that no man 
can give aname to, as Grotins (in his Sopham) 
and others have obſerved. 

But whither am I ftraid in this diſcourſe? I 
will end it by tellins you, that at the mouth of 
ſome of theſe Rivers of ours, Herrinss are fa 
plentiful, as namely, near to Tarmnath in Noy- 
folk, and in the welt Country, Pilchers fo ve- 
ry plentiful, as you will wonder to read what 
our learned Camden relates of them in his Fri- 
tanniay p. 178, 186, 

Well, Scholar, I will ſtop here, and tell yon 
what by readins and conference I have obſer- 
ved concerning Fiſh-ponds, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 


Of Fiſh-ponds, and how to order them. 

OAor Lebanlt the learned French man, 

in his large diſcourſe of Maſon Ru- 

/tiqae, gives this dire&ion for making 

of Fi/h-ponds, 1 ſhall refer you to him 

to read it at large, but I think I ſhall contract it, 
and yet make it as uſeful, 

He adviſeth, that when you have dreined the 
ground, and made the earth firm where the 
head of the Pond muſt be, that you mult then 
in that place drive in two or three rows of Oak 
or Elme Piles, which ſhould be ſcorcht in the 
Fire, or half burnt before they be driven into 
the earth, (for being thus uſed preſerves them 
much longer from rotting) and having done fo, 
lay Fagots or Bavins of ſmaller wood betwixt 
them, and then earth betwixt and above them, 
and then having firſt very well rammed them 
and the earth, another pile uſed in like manner 
as the firit were : and note that the ſecond pile 
is to be of or about the height that you intend 
to make your Sluce or Flood-gate, or the vent 
that you intend ſhall convey the overflowings 
of your Pond in any flood that ſhall endanger 
the breakins of the Pond dam. 

Th:n he adviſes that you plant Willows or 

Owlers 
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Owlers about it , or caſt in Bavins in ſome pla- 
ces not far from the (ide, and in the moſt ſandy 
laces for Fiſh both to ſpawn upon , and to de- 
end them and the young Frie from the many 
Fiſh, andalſo from Vermin that lie at watch to 
deſtroy them , eſpecially the ſpawn of the Carp 
and Tench, 

He and Dslravizs and all others adviſe, that 
you make choice of ſuch a place for your Pond, 
that it may be refreſht with a little rill, or with 
rain water running or falling intoit ; by which 
Fiſh are more inclined both to breed, and are 
alſo refreſht and fed the better, and do prove to 
be of a much ſweeter and more pleaſant taſte, 

To which end it is obſerved, that ſuch Pools 
as be large and have moſt gravel, and ſhallows 
where {/> may ſport themſelves, do afford Fiſh 
of the pureſt taſte. And note, that in all Pools 
it is beſtfor fiſh to have ſome retiring place, as 
namely hollow banks , or ſhelves , or roots of 
trees to keep them from danger 3 and when chey 
think fit from the extream heat of Summer, a: 
alſo from the extremity of cold in Winter. 
And note, that if many trees be Srowins abour 
your Pond , the leaves thereof falling into the 
water, makes it naulious to the Fiſh, and the 
Fiſh to be ſo to the eater of ir. 

"Tis noted that the Tench and Eele love mud, 
and the Carp loves gravelly ground , and in the 
bot moneths to feed on prafle : You are to 

cleanſe 
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cleanſe your Pond if you intend either profit or 
pleaſure,once every three or four Years,(eſpe- 
cially ſome Ponds) and then let them lie dry (1x 
or twelve moneths , both to kill the water- 
weeds, as Water-lillies, Candocks, Reate and Bull- 
r#/hes that breed there ; and alſo that as theſe 
die for want of water, ſo grafſſe may grow on 
tie Ponds bottom , which Carps will eat gree- 
dily in all the hot moneths. The letting your 
Pond dry and ſowins Oats in the bottom is al- 
fo good, for the fiſh feed the faſter : and being 
ſometime let dry you may obſerve what kind 
of Fiſh either increaſes or thrives beſt in that 
water ; «or they differ much both in their bree- 
ding and feeding. 

Lebau't alſo adviſes , that if your Ponds be 
not very large and roomy , that you often feed 
your fiſh by throwing into them chippings of 
Bread, Curds, Grains, or the entrails of Chic*« 
kens , or any fowl or beaſt that you kill to feed 
your ſelves; for theſe aftord Fiſh a great re- 
lief, He ſayes that Frogs and Ducks do much 
arm, and devour both the Spawn and' the 
young Frie of all Fiſh , eſpecially of the Carp. 
And I have belides experience , many teſtimo- 
nies of itz But Lebaw't allows Water-frogs to 
be good meat, eſpecially in ſome Moneths, if 
they be fat: But you are to note , that he is a 
French-man, and we Engliſh will hardly believe 
bm , though we know frovs are uſually eaten 
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in his Country : however he adviſes to deſtroy 
them and King-faſhers out of your ponds ; and 
he adviſes, not 40 ſuffer much ſhootins at wild 
fowle, for that (he ſaies) aftrightens, and harms, 
and deſtroyes the Fiſh. 

Notezthat Carps and Tench thrive and breed 
beſt when no other Fiſh is put with them into 
the ſame Pond ; for all other Fiſh devour their 
ſpawn, or at leaſt the greateſt part of it. And 
note, that clods of graſs thrown into any Pond 
feed any Carps in Summer ; and that garden 
earth and parſley thrown into a Pond, recovers 
and refreſhes the lick fiſh. And note, that when 
you ſtgre your pond, you are to put into it two 
or three Melters for one Spawner, if you put 
them into a breeding Pond : butif into a nurſe- 
pond, or feeding pond, in which they will not 
breed, then no care is to be taken, whether 
there be moſt Male or Female Carps. 

It is obſerved, that the beſt ponds to breed 
Carps are thoſe that be ſtonie or ſandy, and are 
warm, and free from wind, and that are not 
deep, but have willow trees and graſs on their 
ſides, over which the water does ſometimes 
flow : and note, that Carps do more uſually 
breed in marle pits, or pits that have clean clay 
bottoms, or in new ponds, or ponds that lie dry 
a winter ſeaſon, than in old ponds, that be full 
of mud and weeds. : 

Well Seholar,I have told you the ſubſtance - 
| KN al 
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all that either obſervation, or diſcourſe, or a dili- 
gent Survey of Dulravius and Lebault hath told 
me. Not that they in their long diſcourſes have 
not ſaid more, but the moit of the reſt are fo 
common oblſervacions, as if a man ſhould tell a 
good Arithmetitian, that twice two is four, I 
will therefore end this diſcourſe, and we will 
here (it down and reſt us. 


he —. 
Hm 


CHAP. XXI. 


Dzref:ons for making of a Line, axd for the 
colouring of both Rod and Line, 


Piſc, Ell, Scholar, I have held 
you too long about theſe 
| cadis, and ſmaller f;/h, and 


rivers, and Fiſh-ponds, and 
my ſpirits are almoſt ſpent,and ſo I doubtis your 
patience ; bu: being we are now almoſt at T ot- 
tenham, where I firſt met you, and where we are 
to part, I will loſe no time, but give you a little 
dire&tion how to make and order your Lines, 
and to colour the hair of which you make your 
Lines, for that is very needfull to be known of 
an Angler 3 and alſo how to paint your Rods e- 
ſpecially your top, for a right grown top is a 
choice Commodity, and ſhould be preſerved 
{rom the water Toaking into it, which makes it 
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in wet weather to be heavy, and fiſh ill favou- 
| redly, and not true, and alſo it rots quickly for 
want of painting : and I think a good top is 
worth preſerving, or I had not eaken care to, 
keep a top above twenty years. 
But firſt for your line. 
i Firſt;note, That you areto, take care,thatyour 
hair co be round, and free from calls or ſcabs,or 
frets; for a well-choſen, even. clear, round hair, 
of a kind of olaſs-colour, will prove as ſtrong 
as three uneven ſcabby hairs,that are tl choſen, 
and full of galls or unevenneſs. You ſhall ſel- 
dome find a black hair but it is round, but ma- 
| ny white are flat and uneven; therefore if you 
\ geta lock of right, round, clear, laſs-colour 
hair make much of it. 
And for makings your Line,obſerve this rule, 
. Firſt, let your hair be clean waſht ere you go 
about totwilt it - and then chuſe not only the, 
cleareſt hair for it, but hairs that be of an e- 
qual bigneſs, for ſuch do uſually ftretch all to- 
oether, : and not break (insly one by one, but all 
together, 
'When you have twiſted your links lay them 
| in water for a quarter of an hour, at leaſt, and 
then twiſt them over again before you tie them 
- into a Line; for thoſe that do not ſo ſhall uſu- 
. ally find their Lines to have a hair or two 
) ſhrink, and be ſhorter than the reſt at the firſt 
' fiſhing with it, which :s ſo much of the _— 
R 3 0 
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of the Line loſt for want of firſt watering it, 
and then re-twiſting it ; and this is moſt viſible 
in a ſeven-hair line, one which hath alwayes a 
black hair in the middle. 

And for dyins of your hairs do it thus : 

Take a pint of ftrong Ale, half a pound of 
ſootgand a little quantity of the juice of Walnut- 
tree leaves, and an equal quantity of Allome, 
put theſe together into a pot, or pan, or pipkin, 
and boil them half an hour,and having ſo done, 


lefit cool, and being cold, put your hair into { 


it, and there let it lie it will turn your hair to 
be a kind of water or glaſs colour, or greeniſh, 
and the longer you let it lie, the deeper colou- 
red it will be; you might be taught to make 
many other colours, but it is to little purpoſe ; 
for doubtleſſe the water or glaſs-coloured hair 
isthe moſt choice and moſt uſeful for an Angler, 
but let it not be too green. 

Bat if you delire to colour hair greener,then 
do it thus : Take a quart of ſmall Ale, half a 
pound of Allome, then put theſe into a pan or 
pipkin, and your hair into it with them, then 

put it upon a fire and let it boil ſoftly for half 
an hour, and then take out your hair, and let it 
dry, and having ſo done, then take a pottle of 
water, and put into it two handfull of Mary- 
Solds, and cover it with a tile, (or what you 
think fit,) and ſet it again on the Fire, where 
it is to boil ſoftly for half an hour, about which 
| time 
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time the ſcum will turn yellow, then put into 
it half a pound of Copperas beaten ſmall, and 
with it the hair that you intend to colour, ' then 
let the hair be boiled ſoftly till half the liquor 
be waſted, and then let it cool three or Tos 
hours with your hair in it : and you are to ob- 

ſerve, that the more Copperas you put into it, 
the greener it will be, but doubtlefſe the pale 
green is beſt : But if. you delire yellow hair, 
(which is onely good when the weeds rot) then 
,| putinthe more Mar-golds, and abate moſt of 
o the Copperas, or leave it out, and take alittle 
Verdigreece inſtead of it. 
| » This for colouring your hair. And as for 
\. painting your Rod, which muſt bein Oil, you 
' muſtfirlt make a lize with glue and water, boi- 
| led together, untill the glue be diflolved, and 
the (ſize of a Lie-colour 3 then ſtrike your ſize 
-upon the wood with a Briſtle, or a Bruſh or 
Pen(:l, whilſt it is hot : that being quite dry, 
take white Lead, and a little red Lead, and a 
| little cole-black, ſo much as altogether will 
make an aſh-colour ; grind theſe all together 
with Linſeed Oil, let it be thick, and lay it 
thin upon the wood with a Bruſh or Penlil, this 
do for the ground of any colour to lie upon 
wood. 


For a Green. 
| Take Pink and Verdigreece, and grind them 
together in Linſeed Oil, as thick as you can 
| R 4 - well 
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well grind it, then lay it ſmoothly on with | 
your Bruſh, and drive it thin, once doing for | £< 
the moſt part will ſerve, if you lay it well, and | - 
be ſure your firſt colour be throughly dry be- 

fore you lay on a ſecond. 

Well, Scholar, you now ſee Tottenham, and # 
am weary and therefore glad that we are ſo near | - 
it: and if Iwere to walk many more days with 
you, I could ſtill be telling you more and more 
of the myſterious Art of Angling : But I will 
hope for another opportunity, and then I will - 
acquaint you with may more, both neceflary | - 
and true obſervations concerning fiſh and fiſh- 
ins : but now no more, let's turn into yonder 
Arbour, for it isa clean and cool place, 

Venat. *Tis a fair motion, and I will requite | 
a part of your courtelies with a bottle of Sack, 

Ailk , Oranges, and Sugar, which all put toge- 
ther, make a drink like Near, indeed too good Y 
for any body but us Anglers : and ſo Maſter, 
here is a full glafſe to you of that liquor, and 
when you have pledged me, I will repeat the 
Verſes which I promiſed you; 'it is a Copy 
printed amonsſt Sir Henry Woottans Verſes, and | 
doubtleſs made either by him, or by a lover of | 
Angling : Come Maſter, now drink a glaſſe to 
me, and then Iwill pledge you, and fall to my 
repetition ; it is a deſcription of ſuch Comntry- 
Recreations as I have enjoyed lince ] had the hap- 
pinels to fall into your company. 

Oui- 
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| | Quivering fears, heart- tearing cares, 


Anxious l1ghs, untimely tears, 
Flye, flye to Courts, 
Flye to fond worldlings ſports, 
Where ſtrain'd Sardenick (miles are glofing ſtill, 
And grief is forc'd to laugh againſt her will. 
Where mirth's but munmmery, 
And ſorrows onely real be. 


Flye from our Countrey-paſtimes, flye, 
Sad troops of humane miſery, 

Come (crene looks, 

Clear as the chriſt al Brooks, 
Or the pure :2-nr*d heaven that ſmiles to ſee 
T be rich attendance on onr poverty ; 

Peace and a ſecure mind, 


Which all men ſeck,, we onely find. 


Abuſed Mortals, did you know 
Where joy,hearts-eaſe and comforts grow, 
Youl'd ſcorne proud Towers, 
And ſeek them in theſe Bowers, 
Where winds ſometimes our woods perhaps may ſhakes 


| But bluſtring care con'd never tempeſt make, 


or murmurs ere come nigh us, 
Saving of fountains that glide by us, 


Here's no fantaſtick Mak nur Dance, 
Byt of our Kids that frisk and prance ; 
Nor 
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Nur wars are ſeen, 
Unleſſ: upon the green 
T wo harmleſs Lambs are Lutting one the other 


Which doncgboth bleatinggren each to his mother. 


And wounds are never f ound z 


Save what the plough-ſhare gives the ground. 


Here are-ny entraping b its 
To h:ſten too,tws haſty fates, 
Unleſſe it Le 
T he fond credulity 
Of filly g/Þ, which (worldling like ) ſtill Tock, 
Hron the Laitgbut never on the hook : | 
Nor envy, *nleſſe among 
T he birds for price of therr ſweet ſong. 


Go, let the diving Negro ſeek. 

For Gems hid in ſome forlorne creek : 
We all pearls ſcorn, 
Save what the dexy morne 


Congeals upon each little ſpire of graſſe, 


Which careleſſe ſhepherds eat down as they paſſe : 


And gold ne're here appears, 
. Save what the yellow Ceres bears, 


Bleſt filent groves, oh may you be 
Fox ever mirths beſt nurſery : 
Any pure contents 
For ever piteh their tents 


V pon 


7 he Complete Angler. 251 
(mnt ing, 
{pon thiſe downs, theſe meads, theſe roche, - 
And Peace ſtill ſluml er ly theſe paring ; Fane ain; 
Which we may every ye-r 
Meet when ne come a fiſhing here. 


Piſc. Truſt me (Scholar) I thank you hear- 
tily for theſe Verſes, they be choicely pood,and 
doubtleſs made by a lover of Angling : Come, 
now, drinka glaſs to me, and I will requite you 
with a very good Copy of Verſes : ic is a Fare- 
well to the vanities of the World, and ſome ſay 
written by Sir Harry Wootton, who 1 told you 
was an excellent Angler, But let them be writ 
by whom they will, he that writ them had a 
brave ſoul, and muſt needs be pcfleſt with hap- 
pythoughts at the time of their compoſure: 


Firewel ye pilded follies, pleaſing troubes ; 
Farewel ye honenr*d rog5, ye glorious [ni 'bles : 
ame*s but a hollow eccho, Go'd prre clay ; 
Honoar the darling but of one ſhort doy, 
Beauty (th* eyes id al) but ademark'd thin : 
State but a golden priſon, to live ins 
And torture free-lorn minds : imbroydred T rains 
Meerly Lut p-geants for prond ſwelling veins : 
And Blood allyd to Greatneſſe 1s alone 
[ nherited, not prrch as d, nor (ur owns ( Firth 
F:71- Car, Beouty, StateyzT rain, Blo d and 
Arc Int the fading Bloſſoms if the earth, 
; I 
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T 504d be great, but that the Sundoth ſtill 
Level his rayes « gunſt the riſing hill : 

I win'd be high, tut ſee the proudeſt Oak 
Muſt (u' 5. tothe rending T hunder-ſtroak : 
I wind be rich, [ut (ee men (too unkind) 
Dig in the loxels of the richeft mind : 

I we'd be wile, but that I often ſee 

T be Fix ſuſpitled, whileſt the Aſs goes free : 
T wonld be tairy but ſee the fair and proud 

( Like the bright Sun) oft ſetting in a cluud. 
I 0/4 be poor, but know the humble graſſe 
Still trampled on by each unworthy Aſſe : 
Rich hated : wiſe ſuſpcited : ſcorn'd if poor : 


Great fear'd : fair tempted : high ſtill envy'd mere: 


T have wiſh'd all ; Lut now [ wiſh for neither ; 
Great,high,rich,wiſe,zor fair ; poor / _ 
Fer, 
We'd the world now cdopt me for her heir, 
Win'd Beauties Queen entitle wit the Fair, 
Fame ſpeck me Fortunes Minion : could I vie 
Angels with India, with a ſpeaking eye 


Commund bre heads, ow'd knees. ſtrike Juſtice dumb 


As well as blind and lame, or ove a tongue 
To ſtones by Epitaphs : be cali'd great Maſter 
Tn ihe looſe Rhimes of every Poetaſter : 
Cin'd I be more than any man that lives, 
Gre-t, far, rich, wiſe in all Smperlatives : 
Yet I mire freely would theſe gifts reſigns 
Then evi fortune wont'd have made them mine, 
And 
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And hold one minute of this holy leaſure. 
| Beyond the riches of this empty pleaſure. 


Welcome pure thoughts, welcome ye ſilent Groves, 

T heſe gueſts, theſe courts my ſon! moſt dearly loves : 
. Now the ning'd people of the skie ſhall ſing 

My cheerful Anthems to the gladſom Spring : 

A Pray*r-Book now ſhall be my looking-glaſs, 

Inwhich I will adore ſweet Vertae"s face. 

Here dwell no hatefu! looks, no Palace carer, 

Ni broken Vows dwell here, nor pale-f ac'd Fears : 
' Then here Ill ſit and ſigh my hot loves folly, 
And learnt” affeft an holy melancholy, 

And if Contentment Le 2 ſtr11 ger then, 

Pl ne*re look. for it, Lut in heaven agen. 


Venit, Well Maſter, theſe Verſes be worthy 

to keep a room in every mans memory. I 
i thank you for them ; and I thank you for your 
| many inſtructions, which (God willing) I will 
not forget : and as St. Auſtiz in his Conteilions 
(book, 4. chap. 3.) commemorates the kindaeſs 

( of his friend Yerecandas, for lending him and 
his companion a Conntry-houſe, tecauſe there 
they reſted themſelves from the troubles of the 
world; ſo I having had the like advantage, both 
by your converſation, and the Art you haye 
taught me, ought ever to do the like : for in- 

; deed your company and d:{courſe have been 
' ſo uſeful and pleaſant, that I may truly ſay, / 
ave 
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have only lived ſince I enjozed them,and turned An- 
gler, and not befure, Nevertheleſs, here I muſt 
part with you, here in this now ſad place where 
I was ſo happy asfirſt to meet you : But I ſhall 
lons for the ninth of Afay, for then I hope a- 
G4in to enjoy your beloved company at the ap- 
pointed time and place. And now wiſh for 
ſome ſomniferous potion, that might force me 


to ſleep away the intermitted time, which will | 


paſſe away with me as tediouſly, as it does with 
men in ſorrow ; nevertheleſs I will make it as 
ſhort as I can by my hoper and wiſhes, And my 
good Maſter, I will not forget the dodtrine 
which you told me Socrates taught his Scholars, 
"That they ſhou!d not think to be honoured ſo much for 
being Philoſophers, as to honour Philoſophie /y 
their vertuons lives. You adviſed me to the like 
concerning Angling, and I will endeayour to 
do ſo, and to live like thoſe many worthy men; 
| of which you made mention in the former part 
of your Diſcourſe. This is my firm reſolution, 
and as a pious man adviſed his friend,That to be- 
get Mortification he ſhguld frequent Churches, 
and view Monuments, and Charnel-houſes, and 
then and there conſider, h:w many dead bones time 


had pild up at the gates of death. So when I would | 
beget content, and increaſe confidence in the | 


Power, and Wiſdom, and Providence of Almigh- 
ty God, I will walk the 2Zeadows by ſome gli- 


dins tream, and there contemplate the Li!/ies 
that 


—— 
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that take no care, and thoſe very many various 
little living creatzres that are not onely created 
but fed ( man knowes not how ) by the good- 
neſs of the God of Natwre. This is my pur- 
| poſe,and {o, Let every thing that hath breath praiſe 
\ - the Lord. And let the bletſing of Sr, Peters Ma- 
ſter be with mine. 

Piſc. And upon all that are lovers of Yertz, 
and all that love to be quiet, and goa fi/h:ng. 


mm. (0 wo Tt 


Study to be quiet, 1 Theſ.4, 11. 
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| My good Friend, 
| $$20$60$$ Cannot buf tonder ity particular 
$d$9$Þ0dd thanks to you, foz that you haves 
ÞdÞ$ x $$$ been pleaſed by thzes Cditions of 
$þÞ $<$$your Complete Angler, freely ts 
>ÞE$ÞÞ$D> dilpenco your dear-bought Cx- 
ÞÞÞÞ$$ÞÞ periences fo all the lovers of that 
' Art; and haves thereby ſo excellently vindicated 
the Legality thereof, as fo —_ a" 
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that if I ſhould go about fo ſay moze in that be- 
balf, it (nd&ed were fo light a Candle fo the 
San; 15nt ſince all pleaſares (though never ſo 
innocent in themſei ves) loſe that ffamp, when 
they are either purſted with ino2dinate affeci- 
ons, 02 fo the pzejudice of another ; therefoze as 
fo the fozmer, ebery man onght to endeavour, 
th:ongh a ſerious conſideration of the vanity of 
tozivly confentments, to moderate his affectt- 
ets thrreunto, whereby (hep may be mave of 
ercelteat aſe, as ſome poiſons allayed are in 
Pbyſfck: And as tothe latter, we are to have 
recourie fo the known Laws,ignozance where- 
ofercnſeth no man, and by thetr diregions (0 
\quare venr ations, that we hurt no nian, buf 
keep clols to that golden Rule, To do to all 
112N, as we would our icives be done unto. 

Noty eoucorning che Art of Angling, We 
M3y conclude, Dir, that as yon have p25ved it 
fo be 2 great Antiquity,lo JI find it favoured by 
the Lawsofthis Bingvom;ſoz where p2outlton 
t5 mavz by cur @tatutes primo E! z1b.cap. 17. 
againk% taking Fill by Nets that benot of ſuch 
and ſuch a ſize there ſet down, yet thoſe Law- 
makers had ſo much reſpec to Anglers, as to 
ercept them, and leave them a liberty to catch 
as big as they cen{d,and as liftie ag they wouid 
catch. Snd ret though this Apotiolical Kecrea- 
flon bh ſimply fn tt (elf lawful, petno man can 
go tp%n another mans ground to filh, tvs 
is 
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bis licenſe,butthat he is a Treſpaſſer. but if a 
man habe licenſe to enfer into a Cloſe oz 
Gzound foz ſuch a ſpace of time, there, though 
be pzaciſe Angling all that time, he is not a 
Wreſpaſſer, becauſchis Fiſhing is no abuſe of 
bis licenſe: but this is to be underſfood of Run- 
ning Streams, and nof of Ponds oz ſtanding 
Pools ; foz in caſe of a Pond o2 ſtanding Pol, 
the Dwner thereof hath a pzoperty in the fiſh, 
and they are ſo far ſaid fo be his, that he may 
bave Treſpaſs fo2 the fiſh again any one that 
ſhall take them without his licenſe, though it be 
upon a Common, 02 adjoyning to the Kings 
Bigch-way, 02 adjopning to another mans 
ground,Who gives licenſe:1Bnt in caſe of aRti- 
ber, where one 02 moze have libera piſcaria,on- 
ly it is otherwiſe, foz there the fiſhes are ſaid 
to be fer» naturz, and the taking of them with 
an Angle is not Treſpaſſe, fo2 that no man ts 
ſaid to have a pzoperty in them till he have 
caught them, and then it is a Treſpaſs foz any 
to take them from bim: but this isnot to be un- 
derſfod of fiſhes confined fo a mans own 
ground by grates oz otherwiſe,ſo that they can- 
not paſs away, but may be taken ont oz put in 
at pieaſnre,foz in that caſe the party hath a pza- 
perfy in them, as in che caſe of a ſtanding Pol. 

3But where any one hath ſe-peralis piſcaria,as 
in Child and Greenhills Caſe in 
Erin, 15, Car. I. in the Kings 
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Bench,there if ſ\emeth that the fiſh may be ſaid 

tobe his, becauſe no man elſe may take them 
whiteſt they are within his ſeveral fithing : 
therefoze what is meant by a ſeveral fiſhing is 
neceſſary to be conſidered: and though the dif- 
ference between a Free fiſhing anda Deveral «< 
filhing be often freated ofin the ancient books of 

the Law, and ſome Dpinions will have the dif- 
ference to be great, and others (mall oz nothing 

at all ; yet the certaineft definition of a ſeveral 
fiſhing is, where one hath the Royalty,and ow- 

cth the ground on each ſide of the wafer: which 
od... agreth with Sir William Cal- 
"%* * thropps Cale, where an Agion 

Paſc, 18. E- 4-4 Was bzought by him,again( ano- 

ther fo2 fiſhing tn bis ſeveral fiſhing, xc. to wh 

th: Defendant pleaded, That the piace where- 

in the Treſpaſs was ſuppoſed to be done, con- | 
tained ten Perches of Land in iength, and 
twenty Pzcches tn bzeadth, waich was his 
own Fre-hold at the time when the Treſpalſe 

was ſuppoſed to be done,and that he fiſhed there 

as was {awful fo2 him to do : and this was 4 
adjudged a good Plea by the who!e Conrt, and 
upon argiiment in that veryCaſe it was agreed, 
that no man could have a ſeveral fiſhing bat in 
his own ſoyl,and that fre fiſhing may bein the 
ſopl of another man,which wag all agr&ed unto 
by Littleton our famons Engliſh Lawyer. ©9 
that fromall this may be dzawn this ſhozt con- 
cluſien, 
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cluſten, * That ifthe Angler fake care that he 
offend not with his fit, there is no great dan» 

ger of his hants. 
25ut there are ſome covefons rigid perſons, 
whoſe ſonis bold no ſympathy with thoſe of the 
innocent Anglers.having; either got to be Lozds 
of Royaltie$,o02 owners of Lands adjopning to 
Rivers, do, by ſome apted clowniſh natore and 
education fo2 the purpoſe, inſult and doinincer 
over the innocent Angler, beating him, bzeak- 
ing his Rod, 02 at leaf taking if from him.and 
ſometimes impziſoning his perſon as if he were 
d Felon - UWyereas a fruc-b2cd Gentirman 
ſcozns ſhoſe ſpider-life atfemp!is, avd wit ra- 
ther refreſh a civil {ranger at his Tavie, then 
w:rn him from coming on his ground yp{in is 
tnnocent an occaſton. Jt wouid there!02e be 
conſivered bew far ſuch furtoug Þ21vcts are 
warrented by the Law and what the angler 
may /in caſe of ſuch viv!erice) do in defence of 
bimſelf : If J come npe!1 atzother ma 1s ground 
without his iicenſe,o2 tit licenſe of the Law, J 
am a Lreſpaſſer,fo2 Which the cWaer may Yave 
an Aion of Treſpaiſ: again't me, andif J 
continue there aftec warning to depart by 
the ewner, o2 hts ſerbant therennto authoziſed, 
the:w1er 02 his ſervant by bts command, may 
put me off by fozce, but not beat me,bnt in caſe 
of reſtftance by me, ſo2 then A / by reſiſting) 
mike the aſanlt ; but it he bea? no, J not re- 
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ſiſting, in that caſe he makes the aſſafilf, andJ 
may beat him in defence of my ſelf, and to fre 
nap (ſelf from his biolence : and in caſe I ſhall 
teabemypRod behind in his ground,he may take 
if damage feaſant, but he can neither take ff 
from mp perſon by fozce, no2 bzeak it, but he is 
a Treſpaſſer to me : Which ſe@mg*clear by the 
caſe of Reynell and Champernoon, 
where Reynell bzonght an Action 
of Treſpaſs againit Champernoon foz taking 
and cutting his Nets, the Defendant juffified 
fo2 that he was ſeiſed tin fe of a ſeveral fiſhing, 
and that the Plantiff with ofhers endeabonred 
fo rowe upon his water, and with the nets to 
catch his fiſh, and that foz the ſafe-guard of his 
fiſhinghe took and cut the Nets and Dars; fo 
which plea the Plantiff demurred , and there tf 
was adjudged by the whole Court, that he 
conld not by ſuch colour cut the Nets and D-= 
ars, and judgment was therenpon given foz 
the Plantiff, 

Doubtleſs our Fo:e-fathers we!l conſidered, 
that man fo man was a wolf, and therefoze 
made god Laws to kepus from devouring one 
anocher, and amonaſt the reſt a very awd Sta- 
tnte was mads in the th:& and foztieth rear of 
Quecn Elizabech, whereby it is p:zovided, that 
tn perſonal Actions in the Courts at Weltmin- 
ſer, (being not fo2z Land o2 Battery) when it 
ſhall appear to the Judges, ( and bs ſo by them 
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fanifred) that the debt 03 damages fo be reco- 
bered amount not to the (6m of fozty ſhillings 
02 above, the (aid Audges (hall award fo the 
Plantiff no moze colts than damages, bat leſſe 
af their diſcretion. 

And row with my acknowledgment of the 
advantoge J have had both by your friendſhip 
and pour bok,J wiſh nothing that loks like an 
alteration in the fir *, nez any thing in the iafk, 
but thaf, by reaſon of the uſeful rg of it, 
yon had called if The Arcadia of Angling, fo2 if 
deſerves that Title, and J would reſerve the 
continuance ofpour Friendſhip. 
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